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JOHANN JACOB BRUCKER  
(1696-1770) 

1.          The First Comprehensive Presentation  
of the History of Human Ideas 

 

Historia Philosophica Doctrinae de Ideis qua tum Veterum Imprimis 
Graecorum tum Recentiorum Philosophorum Placita Enarrantur (A 
Philosophical History of the Doctrines of Ideas from the Earliest Beginnings in 
Greece to Recent Philosophy Pleasingly Explained). Mertz und Mayer, 
Augsburg, 1723. 1 blank leaf + TP + [1]-[x] = Dedicatio + [xi]-[xx] = Preafatio 
+ [xxi]-[xxxvi] = Argumentum + 1-302 + [303]-[328] = Index + 1 blank leaf, 
small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 350 
 

Brucker was born at Augsburg in 1696. By the age of 22, he had taken his 
degree at the University of Jena and the following year, 1719, he published his 
dissertation, Tentamen Introductionis in Historiam Doctinæ de Ideis – the work 
that he substantially amplified and published as the present work in 1723.   
 
Brucker broke significant new ground with this book by proposing that a “history of philosophy” was something that could 
even be written. He was joined in this pursuit by Giambattista Vico who similarly called for a “history of human ideas.” 
Brucker traced the progress of human understanding from Thales right up until John Locke and Leibniz. 
 
Eighteen years after this first attempt at a comprehensive presentation of the history of human ideas, the first volume of 
his great work, Historia Critica Philsophiæ, a mundi incunabulis ad norstram usque ætatem deducta (A Critical History 
of Philosophy from the beginning of the world all the way up to our own lesser age), was published in Leipzig. Four other 
weighty quartos followed in 1744, completing the first edition of his elaborate history. 
 
Such was the success of this publication that the entire first printing – consisting of four thousand copies – was sold in 
twenty-three years. Given the obvious need, a new and more perfect edition – the consummation of a half century of 
Brucker’s labors devoted to the history of philosophy – was released in 1767 in six volumes. The sixth volume of that set, 
consisting entirely of supplement and corrections, was applicable to the first as well as to the second edition.  

 
Contemporary full calf with five raised bands on the spine. Original spine label (black on tan) partly chipped away. The top 
and bottom of the spine are also chipped. With the bookplate of a former owner to inside front cover (1937 / J. H. Anderhub) 
along with small purple stamp for the same owner to front free endpaper. Four lines of contemporary ink text to verso of first 
blank. The top of title page has a contemporary ink inscription reading: “Monast. Benedictoburam(?)”. Pencil marginalia lines 
down the sides of some paragraphs in text. Overall, a worn and unsophisticated (but charming) copy of this important, 
interesting and well-indexed work by the first writer to bring his critical judgement to bear on the history of human ideas.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

IMMANUEL KANT 
(1724-1804) 

2.                         Considered by Many to Be  
His Most Accessible Writing on His Major Ideas 

 

Prolegomena zu einer jeden funftigen Metaphysik (Prolegomena towards 
a Future Metaphysics), Johann Friedrich Hartknoch, Riga, 1783. TP + [3]-222, 
small Octavo. First Edition, Third Printing (Warda 77).  

$ 2,200 
 

This, Kant's defense of his Critik der reinen Vernunft (Critique of Pure Reason) 
is considered by many to be his most beautiful and comprehensive book. It 
continues to be read and admired today as one of his most concise and 
approachable works.  
 
The book was written primarily to remove some of the misunderstandings and 
bewilderment that had greeted the release of the first edition of the Critik in 1781. 
Kant felt that he had been severely misunderstood and hence, unfairly criticized 
– most especially by Garve in his review of the book in the Göttinger Gelehrten 
Anzeiger.  
 
The principal contents of the Prolegomena were subsequently incorporated by 
Kant into the second edition of the Critik der reinen Vernunft in 1787.  
 
The first printing of this book (Warda 75) has a floriated bar headpiece on page three rather than the two cherubs headpiece 
found in the second and third issues (Warda 76 & 77). In addition, the first issue has a floriated bar on page 222 (rather 
than the bar with climbing leaves - Warda 76 - or a small ornamental piece with climbing flora - Warda 77) Finally, in the 
first issue, page 78, line eight has the misprinted "subjektiv" rather than the correct"'objektiv" - which appear in the two 
later issues. 
 

Contemporary ¾ leather with speckled brown boards. Spine with five raised bands and gilt lettered on label and a gilt floral 
design in the compartment below the title. Spine edges very lightly worn and corners slightly bumped. Overall, a bright, clean 
and tight copy in a nice contemporary binding of one of Kant's most important and popular works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
3.                                       Kant Preaches Practical Pacifism 

Presaging both The League of Nations and The United Nations 
 

Zum Ewigen Frieden, Ein philosophischer Entwurf (On Perpetual Peace, A philosophical Sketch), Friedrich Nikolovius, 
Königsberg, 1795. TP + [3]-104, small Octavo. First Edition, First Issue (Warda 154).  

$ 3,000 
 

NOTE: in the first issue, the catchword “Welt” appears at the bottom of page [3] with a 
capital letter. The second issue corrected this mistake to the proper “welt” – using lower 
case.  
 
Kant’s essay On Perpetual Peace, raises the concept of peace from a political to an ethical 
level. His thoughts are the clear outcome of the growing emphasis on the need to manage 
relations between states that are increasingly operating on an international scale. Kant, 
who knew Rousseau’s Extrait du projet de paix perpetuelle [1761] (which was, in turn, 
based upon Saint-Pierre’s fundamental work, Projet pour render la paix perpetuelle en 
Europe, published posthumously in 1713), here details the basis of practical pacifism. In 
his far reaching analysis of the necessary preconditions for the establishment of peace, 
Kant clearly anticipates later twentieth century developments such as the League of Nation 
and the United Nations.  
 

The social order that Kant recommended, based as it was on his analysis of man’s 
nature, would permit a maximum of individual freedom and competition, yet would 
have enough power to restrain this freedom whenever it threatened to produce 
oppression or anarchy. He proposed a similar system for international affairs, each 
separate state would be free to run its own affairs, but a supra-national federation of 
sovereign states would have enough power to regulate international relations and 
prevent war.  
 
Kant believed not only in political progress—the history of the human race could be 
viewed as a development toward a perfect political constitution —but also in moral 
progress. The stages in man’s moral development are anomy, heteronomy, and 
autonomy. In the natural, primitive, anomic state, impulses were naive, innocent, and 
uncontrolled. Civilization began when man broke with the natural state and accepted externally imposed moral 
law; this is the stage of heteronomy. Ultimately, there will be moral autonomy, a state of absolute freedom, in 
which the individual will obey only a self-imposed law, the “moral imperative.” 

(International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences) 
 

The "Preliminary Articles" described in On Perpetual Peace outline the following steps that should be taken immediately 
or with all deliberate speed: 
 

1. No secret treaty of peace shall be held valid in which there is tacitly reserved matter for a future war 
2. No independent states, large or small, shall come under the dominion of another state by inheritance, exchange, 

purchase, or donation 
3. Standing armies shall in time be totally abolished 
4. National debts shall not be contracted with a view to the external friction of states 
5. No state shall by force interfere with the constitution or government of another state 
6. No state shall, during war, permit such acts of hostility which would make mutual confidence in the subsequent 

peace impossible: such are the employment of assassins, poisoners, breach of capitulation, and incitement to 
treason in the opposing state 

 
Also described are Three Definitive Articles that would provide not merely a cessation of hostilities, but a foundation on 
which to build a peace. 

 

1. The civil constitution of every state should be republican 
2. The law of nations shall be founded on a federation of free states 
3. The law of world citizenship shall be limited to conditions of universal hospitality 

 
Contemporary mottled tan boards. The spine had been professionally repaired. Otherwise, this is a really pretty copy of this 
revolutionary and important work by Kant. 



 

4.         The Separately Published Second Part of His Metaphysics of Morals 
 

Metaphysische Anfangsgründe der Tugendlehre (The Metaphysical Foundations 
of the Theory of Virtue). Friedrich Nicolovius, Konigsberg, 1797. TP + [III]-X = 
Vorrede + [1]-190 + [191] = Verbesserungen, Octavo. First Edition (Warda 176).  

 

$ 500 
 

The second, separately published, part of Kant’s Die Metaphysik der Sitten (the first 
being Metaphysische Anfangsgründe der Rechtslehre [Metaphysical Foundations of 
the Theory of Rights]). Here without the series half-title that is found in some copies.  
 
Just as The Critique of Practical Reason is divided into two parts, so The Metaphysics 
of Morals has two major sections and purposes. The first deals with jurisprudence or the 
laws and constitutions of the state while the second addresses the issue of individual 
morals, the proper duties and responsibilities that each man has toward himself and then 
towards his fellows. As usual, Kant’s project it to explain and defend his theories of 
what can be laid down a priori – here on the subject of human conduct.  
 
In this small book, Kant places particular emphasis on treating humanity as an end in 
itself and makes significant distinctions between Rights (which were considered in the 
first part) and Virtue. He now explains that "virtue" is "the capacity and considered 
resolve to withstand a strong but unjust opponent...with respect to what opposes the 
moral disposition within us". The "opponent" here is, of course, our own inclination to 
pursue happiness by fulfilling personal pleasures.  
 
One of the last works published in his lifetime, this is a typical Kantian tour de force and 
a defense of his entire life’s work.  

 
Contemporary mottled pasteboards (a bit worn and rounded on the corners) with a handwritten paper label on the spine (which 
has noticeably peeled as shown in the photo at right). With the blue stamped former owner’s name (Oswald Weigel) to the 
inside of the front cover and a contemporary three-line inked inscription to the top of the front fly leaf and a short stamped line 
of Hebrew letters lower on that same page. The interior and the text is lightly foxed but otherwise a charmingly unsophisticated 
copy of this book.  
 
 
 

5.              First Edition of Kant’s Three Essays  
on the Faculty Dispute 

 

Der Streit der Facultaten in Drey Abschnitten (The Faculty Dispute in 
Three Essays), Friedrich Nicolovius, Konigsberg, 1798. TP + Dedication Page + 
[V]-XXX + half-title + [3]-205 + I blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition (Warda 193). 

 

$ 1,000 
 

Kant’s three essays on the dispute between the faculties of Philosophy, Medicine, 
Law and Theology, tries to reconcile these last two with philosophy, while 
simultaneously examining the relationship of each to governmental policies and 
human affairs. Kant examines the conflict between theology and religious faith 
and how philosophy and reason deal with both. And he asks the questions: “Is the 
human race improving? And, if not, what then?” The last essay was previously 
published in Von der Macht der Gemuths.  

 
Contemporary card covers with a label affixed to the spine identifying the author and 
title. Spine much darkened by the sun and expertly repaired in a few places where it 
was previously cracking. Some soiling to front and back boards and a lightly darkened 
stain across the top of the rear board  With two handwritten entries and two smudged 
ink stains on the title page. With neat, contemporary handwritten ink marginalia on 
just a few pages. A well-travelled but charming and uncut copy of this work by Kant. 
 



 

JOHANN NICHOLAUS TETENS 
(1736-1807) 

6.           The Major Work by Kant’s Precursor 
 

“The work that Kant kept constantly on his desk  
while he was writing the Critique of Pure Reason” 

(Hartmann to Herder: May 17, 1779) 
 
 

Philosophische Versuche über die menschliche Natur und ihre 
Entwickelung (Philosophical Essays on Human Nature and Its 
Development), M. G. Wiedmanns Erben und Reich, Leipzig, 1777. Volume 1: 
TP + [III]-xxxvi = Vorrede + XXXVIII- LVI = Inhalt + [1]-784; Volume 2: TP 
+ [III]-XXVI = Inhalt + [1]-834 + [835]-[836] = Druckfehler (Misprints), 
Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 3,800 
 

This is his major work, written while he was a professor at Kiel. Tentens was 
educated at the universities of Rostock and Copenhagen and was professor of 
philosophy and mathematics at the University of Keil from 1776 to 1789 – after which he embarked on a brilliant career 
as a senior financial official in Copenhagen. 
 
The present work “was an extended inquiry into the origins and structure of knowledge. [Tetens] distinguished three 
faculties of the human mind: understanding, free will and feeling of pleasures and pains. He stressed the independence of 
the third faculty from the first two. The three may be reducible to one, but if so, according to Tetens, we cannot know it… 
Tetens discussed with great insight many other extremely complicated problems in metaphysics, ethics, the philosophy of 
education and the philosophy of language. His Philosophische Versuche exerted a tremendous influence on Kant when 
he was writing the Critique of Pure Reason, and the many similarities between their doctrines are evident. Teten’s 
doctrines may be compared to Kant’s even in their speculative power and importance.” (EP, Vol. VIII, p. 96) 

 
Beautifully preserved contemporary full sheep bindings. Spines with five gilt-ruled raised bands and two contrasting gilt-
lettered labels – titles in red morocco and volume numbers in black. Some surface wear to boards and spines. All edges stained 
red. Early ink ownership inscriptions (dated 1784) to front free endpapers of both volumes – both reading in ornate script “ad 
usum CW(?) Hüffer / C. L. S 1784” with an addition four lines of inked text in volume 1 describing the gift of the books. 
Scattered browning and foxing throughout but, make no mistake, these are absolutely gorgeous copies of this important and 
influential work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

JOHANN GEORG SCHLOSSER 
(1739-1799) 

7.              Some Advice to a Young Man in Thrall  
with Kant’s Philosophy – Don’t Do It! 

 

Johann Georg Schlossers Schreiben an einen jungen Mann, der die 
kritische Philosophie studiren wollte (Johann Georg Schlosser’s Letter to a 
Young Man Wanting to Study the Critical Philosophy), Fredrich Bohn und Compagnie, 
Lubeck und Leipzig, 1797. 1 blank leaf + TP + [III]-VI = Vorrede + [1]-168 + [169]-
[170] = Errata,  Octavo. First Edition. 

 

[bound with] 
 

Johann Georg Schlossers Zweites Schreiben an einen jungen Mann, der 
die kritische Philosophie studiren wollte (Second Letter), Fredrich Bohn und 
Compagnie, Lubeck und Leipzig, 1797. TP + [3]-10 = Vorrede + [11]-167 + [168] = 
Errata. First Edition. 

    $ 550 
 

Johann Schlosser (Goethe’s brother-in-law) was a lawyer, a political administrator and an amateur philosopher who 
published a translation of Plato’s letters that was accompanied by auxiliary materials expounding on the ‘mystical’ 
elements in Plato – such as he understood them – which was little more than a cover for his own brand of reactionary, 
Christian elitism.  
 
This attracted the attention and ire of Immanuel Kant who published a satirical attack on writers with “fine airs in 
philosophy” which was pointed against Schlosser, but did not name him.  
 
Schlosser unwisely replied with his Letter to a Young Man in which he advises his pupil to stay as far away from Kant’s 
philosophy as possible. However, his attempts to explain the finer points of Kantianism were so riddled with 
misunderstanding that prompted Kant to reply with his “On Perpetual Peace” [see Item #3] in which Schlosser was 
identified by name and roundly castigated.  
 
Schlosser the compounded his mistake by issuing a Second Letter attacking Kant even more directly, but this was seen to 
be even more foolish that the first and was soon being ridiculed and abused in print by such notables as the critic, Friedrich 
Schlegal, the poet, Schiller, and even the 22-year-old Schelling got into the fray.  
 

Contemporary marbled boards with a chipped author/title label to the spine along with 50% of an old library label. The edges 
of the spine are worn as are the head and toe of the spine. Still… a pretty little copy of this interesting book showing the 
reception of Kant’s thought from at least one man’s perspective.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

JOHANN GOTTFRIED HERDER 
(1744-1803) 

8.                              Herder's "Poetic Spinozism" 
 

Gott. Einige Gespræche, (God. Some Conversations). Karl Wilhelm Ettinger, Gotha, 
1787. TP + [III]-VIII + [1]-252, small Octavo. First Edition.  

 $ 1,500 
 

"In opposition to the emphatic dualism, which Kant affirms 
between the empirical material and the a priori form of thought, 
Herder puts forward the profounder idea of an essential unity 
and a gradual development in nature and mind. His cosmical 
philosophy culminates in a poetic Spinozism, filled with the 
idea of the personality of the divine spirit and of immortality 
(conceived as a metempsychosis - a form of Spinozism, 
therefore, similar to that exemplified in those works of 
Spinoza's which preceded the Ethics [although this form, 
historically, was unknown in Herder's time], and less removed 
from the doctrine of Bruno). This philosophy he developed 
connectedly in the work entitled "God, Dialogues Concerning Spinoza's System (1787)." (Ueberweg 
II, p. 201 – giving the  correct date for the first edition but using the expanded title that only appeared 
in the second edition of 1800)  
 
Contemporary rubbed paste boards. Paper label to spine with contemporary brown ink lettering. 
Some browning and foxing but, overall, a charming little copy.   
 

9.           Herder’s Most Comprehensive and Important Work in Philosophy 
 

Ideen zur Philosophie der Geschichte der Menschheit. (Ideas for the Philosophy of the History of Mankind), 
Johann Freidrich Hartsnoch, Riga und Leipzig, 1784, 1785, 1787 & 1791. Volume 1: TP + [i]-[xiii]= Vorrede + [xiv] = 
Quote page + half-title + [3]-144 + 165-318 + [319]-[322] = Hauptsatze (Index) + [323] = Printer’s information;         
Volume 2:  TP + [i]-[iv] = Inhalt + [vi] = Printers information + half-title + [3]-344; Volume 3: TP + [i]-[ii] = Inhalt + half-
title + [3]-368’ Volume 4: TP + [i]-[ii] = Inhalt + half-title + [3]-340, small Quarto. First Editions.             

$ 1,500 
Herder’s most comprehensive and important work in 
philosophy. ‘It is for his philosophy of history that 
Herder is chiefly known and remembered today. His 
Ideen zur Philosophie der Geschichte der Menschheit 
is a curious and in some ways contradictory work. On 
the one hand, it reflects certain dominant 
Enlightenment interests; teleological and progressivist 
notions of historical development appear in it, and 
Herder showed respect for such humanistic ideals as 
freedom and social improvement. At the same time its 
chief interest lies precisely in the manner in which it 
departs from various prevailing trends of 
Enlightenment thought… it is also packed with 
original and imaginative suggestions for the 
reinterpretation of the human past and contains a great 
deal of trenchant criticism of the historiography of the 
times.” (EP, Vol. 3, p. 488) 

 
Contemporary tan pasteboard with lovely gilt titling to the 
spines of the first two volumes. The titling has fallen off of 
the last two volumes. Each book is worn on the covers, with 
generally dented tips and overall signs of wear. Still, each 
volume is solid and completely firm in the bindings. Each 
title page has a small (¾”) black circular stamp with the 
letters “H.R.” inside it. An unsophisticated, but nonetheless 
charming set of this important contribution by Herder.  



 

KARL LEONHARD REINHOLD 
(1757-1823) 

10.                        His Main Philosophical Work 
 

Versuch einer neuen Theorie des menschlichen Vorstellungs- 
vermögens (An Attempt at a New Theory of the Human Power of 
Representation), C. Widtmann und I. M. Mauke, Prague und Jena, 1789. TP + 
[verso] = Dedication to Kant & Wieland + [1]-579 + [580] = Errata, Octavo.     
First Edition.  

$ 1,200 
 

Reinhold was an Austrian philosopher and the first occupant of the chair on 
Critical Philosophy established at the University of Jena in 1787 where he 
achieved fame as a proponent of popular Enlightenment and as an early and 
effective popularizer of the Kantian philosophy. During his seven years at Jena, 
Reinhold proclaimed the need for a more “scientific” and systematic presentation 
of Kantian philosophy, one based upon a single, self-evident first principle.  

 
In an effort to satisfy this need, he expounded his own “Elementary Philosophy” in a series of influential works between 
1789 and 1791 – starting with his most important single philosophical work Versuch einer neuen Theorie des menschlichen 
Vorstellungsvermögens. In this book, Reinhold turned his attention away from the moral issues that Kant addressed in the 
end section of his Critique of Pure Reason and focused on the epistemological concerns of the beginning and middle 
sections of that book, presenting here his description of the main parts and attributes of consciousness.  
 
Reinhold's radical revision and implicit critique of orthodox Kantianism exercised an immediate and immense influence 
upon his contemporaries, and particularly upon the philosopher who followed him at Jena in 1794, Johann Gottlieb Fichte. 
But though Fichte was thoroughly convinced by Reinhold's arguments for the incompleteness of Kant's own presentation 
of the Critical philosophy and by his demand for an immediately certain “first principle” of the same, he was not satisfied 
with Reinhold's own efforts to satisfy these demands.  
 
Although Reinhold's “Elementary Philosophy” was subsequently much criticized, his call for a more coherent and 
systematic exposition of transcendental idealism had a profound influence upon the later developments of post-Kantian 
idealism and spurred others to seek a philosophical first principle even more “fundamental” than Reinhold's own “Principle 
of Consciousness.”  
 

Contemporary pasteboard binding with an elegant handwritten author/title on the spine along with a small identification sticker 
at the bottom of the spine. With the bookplate Andover-Harvard Theological Seminary on the inside front cover which has 
been over-struck with a neat “discard” authorization. Despite these ex-lib markings on the inside cover, a very nice and 
presentable copy of this important philosophical work.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

JOHANN GOTTLIEB FICHTE 
(1762-1814) 

11.                First Edition of Fichte’s First Book 
Popularly Attributed to Kant as His Fourth Critik 

 

Versuch einer Critik aller Offenbarung (Attempt at a Critique of All Revelation) 
Hartungschen Buchhandlung, Königsberg, 1792. TP + [1]-182, Octavo. First Edition, 
First Issue (Lauth/Jacob 2a; Baumgartner/Jacobs A1.2αx). 

$ 2,500 
 

With title-vignette by Johann Wilhelm Meil. The first 
printing of the first edition, without the author’s name 
on the title page and without the introduction.  
 
Fichte’s first work, which was published 
anonymously. Fichte was impressed by Kant and 
strongly influenced by his transcendental philosophy. 
He went to meet the great philosopher in person but was initially received very coolly. So 
he wrote the present work in five short weeks applying Kant’s ethical theory of duty to the 
interpretation of religion and submitted it to Kant as a way of gaining the philosopher’s 
favor. The book met with Kant's approval and he found a publisher for the manuscript. By 
mistake, Fichte's name and the preface were omitted in the first printing and the book was 
popularly attributed to Kant. It was thought that this was Kant's fourth Critik, a fact that 
helped gain Fichte a wide and admiring readership. Subsequently, the work was reviewed 
favorably in the Jenaische Literaturzeitung – the critic claiming that Kant's style was 
unmistakable. This prompted Kant to publish a statement on July 3, 1792 naming Fichte 
as the real author, who became instantly famous. Among those who admired the book was 
Goethe who in 1794 secured Fichte a position teaching philosophy at the University of 
Jena in Weimar. 
 
Contemporary speckled brown pasteboards titled with gilt lettering on a yellow field. The 
inside of the rear board is filled with a contemporary handwritten quote from the 
Intelligentblatt of 1792 referring to this book. A remarkably well-preserved, tight and 
clean copy of Fichte’s first book.  
 
 

12.            Five Early Lectures on the Scholarly Life 
 

Einige Vorlesungen über die Bestimmung des Gelehrten (Some Lectures 
on the Vocation of the Scholar), Christian Ernst Gabler, Jena und Leipzig, 1794. 
TP + [i]-[vi] = Vorbericht + half title + [3]-124 + [125]-[133]. = Publisher’s 
advertisements, small Octavo. First Edition (Lauth/Jacob 13; Baumgartner 
Jacobs A1.13x). 

$ 250 
Five early academic lectures by Fichte which he opens dramatically:  
 

Today I will talk to you about the vocation of the scholar, a subject that is 
very dear to me. All, or most, of you gentlemen have chosen the sciences for 
the guidance of your lives, and I – like you – have committed all of my 
strength to be counted as one who lives honorably in the scholarly state. So, 
I am to speak as a scholar before scholars regarding the destiny of the scholar.  
I plan to examine the subject thoroughly, perhaps even exhaustively, ignoring 
nothing in my pursuit of the truth. And how, if I find the life of the scholar to 
be more venerable, more sublime, more excellent than all other estates, the 
only question is will I be able to do this without violating modesty, without 
being accused of degrading the other estates, and of being blinded by self-
conceit about my vocation… 

 
Contemporary (lightly worn) marbled boards with two worn hand-written label on spine. Small rectangular former owner’s ex-
libris plate to inside front cover. Otherwise, a lovely contemporary copy of this work. 



 

13.               The Foundation of the Practical Side of Fichte’s System  
 
 

Das System der Sittenlehre nach den Principien der 
Wissenschaftslehre, (The System of a Theory of Morals as Based on 
the Science of Knowledge). Christian Ernst Gabler, Jena und Leipzig, 
1798.  TP + [I]-XVIII + [XIX]-[XX] = Publisher's notices + [XXI-XXII] 
= Inhalt + [1]-494, small Octavo. First Edition (Lauth/Jacob 36; 
Baumgartner/Jacobs A1.36x). 

   $ 750 
 

"The practical [side of his system] was expounded in the 'Foundation of 
Natural Right', c. 1796, and the 'System of a Theory of Morals', 1798" 
(PMM, p. 147).  
 
But Fichte was very far from concentrating exclusively on the theoretical 
deduction of consciousness. He laid great stress on the moral end of the 
development of consciousness or, in more concrete terms, on the moral 
purpose of human existence. And we find him publishing in 1796 the 
Basis of Natural Right (Grundlage de Naturrechts) and in 1798 The 
System of Ethics (Das System der Sittenlehre). Both subjects are said to 
be treated 'according to the principles of the theory of science'... But the 
works are much more than mere appendages to the Wissenschaftslehre. 
For they display the true character of Fichte's philosophy, that is, as a 
system of ethical idealism." (Copleston, 7, I, p. 52)  

 
Contemporary pasteboards with gold-lettered label on spine. Spine edges, top 
and bottom are worn but overall a well preserved and very presentable binding. 
Internally a very good copy. 
 
 

14.          Fichte Considered This His “Best, Most Thought-Through Book” 
 

Der geschloßne Handelsstaat. Ein philosophischer Entwurf als 
Anhang zur Rechtslehre, und Probe einer künftig zu liefernden 
Politik. (The Closed Commercial State. A philosophical draft as an 
appendix to the legal doctrine, and a sample of a policy to be 
implemented in the future). J. G. Cotta’schen Buchhandlung, 
Tübingen, 1800. TP + [i] = Dedication page + [iii]-[xvi] = Introduction 
+ [xvii]-[xx] = Contents + half title + [3]-290, Octavo. First Edition 
(Lauth/Jacob 51; Baumgartner/Jacobs A1.51x.). 

 

$ 3,500 
 

The Closed Commercial State – which Fichte himself regarded as his 
“best, most thought-through work” – is his most sustained attempt to 
apply idealistic philosophy to political economy. It is an intensely 
socialistic treatise in favor of a planned economy with strong tariff 
protections.  
 
It not only attests to Fichte’s life-long interest in economics, but is of 
critical importance to his entire philosophical project. The Closed 
Commercial State presents an understanding of the nature of history, 
and the relation of history to politics, that differs significantly from the 
teleological notions of history advanced by Schelling and later Hegel.  

 
Contemporary unprinted wraps. The spine covering is perished for the 
bottom 40%, but the exposed cords are solid and holding firmly. With a 
former owner’s name to the upper right corner of the front cover and 
“Fichte” hand written in the lower right corner. A clean, tight and 
completely uncut copy which comes housed in a custom clamshell box. 
Charming and authentic.  



 

15.           Twelve Years Later, Fichte Returns to His Defense of the Scholarly Life  
 

Ueber das Wesen des Gelehrten, und seine Erscheinungen im Gebiete der Freiheit (On the Nature of the 
Scholar, and its manifestations in the Field of Freedom). Hamburgischen Buchhandlung, Berlin, 1806. TP + [III]-IV = 
Vorrede + [V]-VI = Inhalt + [1]-215, small Octavo. First Edition (Lauth/Jacob 62; Baumgarner/Jacobs A1.62x). 

 $ 400 
 

In the summer of 1805, Fichte returned to the subject of the scholarly life (see item #12 above), giving public lectures in 
Erlangen on the nature of the scholar and the ways in which he influences the field of freedom. In his lectures, Fichte not 
only articulated his understanding of the nature and the task of the scholar, but also used this vehicle to introduce and 
explain his own philosophy – making this text an important testimony not only to the development of his philosophy, but 
also for the history of German Idealism and an understanding of German education and science in the early 19th century. 

 
Contemporary half leather with gilt lettering on the spine. Small unnamed bookplate to the inside front cover. Very occasional 
small ink marginalia in a contemporary hand. Overall, a beautiful copy. 

 
16.                              His Important Work on National German Culture  
 

Reden an die deutsche Nation, (Addresses to the German Nation). Realshulbuchhandlung, Berlin, 1808. TP + [3]-490 
+ 1 leaf = Druckfehler, small Octavo. First Edition (Lauth/Jacob 66; Baumgarnter/Jacobs A1.66x). 

 $ 950 
 

Here Fichte "advocates the cultivation of philanthropic devotion as the guiding aim of national university education [and] 
he declared that the moral ideal, always sovereign, is never actualized in any historical period: it ‘never is, but eternally 
ought to be.’ Fichte was not concerned with the historical fortunes of social projects or institutions, but rather with their 
moral worth. What matters is not whether I succeed, but whether I deserve to prevail, whether the end to which I bend my 
duty really merits my loyal devotion." (EP, III, p. 196) This work has been wrongly interpreted as the source of pan-
Germanism while in fact the work sought to combat just that. Fichte declares that it is infinitely more important for the 
Germans to develop their national culture whose support is society than to depend on external victories that have been 
obtained by the state for cultural domination. Since he urged that the national genius be realized in the objective and 
unpersonifiable community and not in the will of the state, there was nothing aggressive about Fichte's nationalism.  

 
Recent plain wraps using 18th century paper. Title page repaired to correct a 1" square cut out with information missing just 
below the ornamental design (part of the publishing data is gone). Title page just a bit dirty but all other pages are remarkably 
clean and handsome. An uncut copy. Except as noted, this is a lovely copy.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 

 
# 15        # 16 



 

JOHANN PETER LUDWIG SNELL 
(1764-1817) 

 

17.                             Pastor Snell Adopts Kant to Christian Morality 
  

Kritik der Volksmoral für Prediger nach Kantischen Grundsatezen (Criticism 
of Popular Morality for Preachers according to Kantian Principles). Johann 
Gottlob Pach, Frankfurt und Leipzig, 1793. TP + [III]-XV = Vorrede + XVI 
= Inhalt + [1]-512, small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 125 
 

Snell was a well-known preacher and a popular adapter of Kant’s moral 
philosophy to Christian ethics.  
 
The book relies heavily on passages from Kant’s writings and is directed 
primarily at young people in an effort to make the philosopher’s teachings 
on morality more easily comprehensible to them.  
 
This copy is from the library of J. J. Dutoit and he has liberally annotated 
and commented on its contents throughout. With folded pages inserted 
between pp. 64-65 (hand written notes), 212-213 (publisher’s printed 
table).and 412-413 (handwritten notes). 
 

Contemporary lightly speckled tan boards with a (very faded) handwritten label 
on the spine. With the bookplate of J. J. Dutoit to the inside front cover, 
surrounded by handwritten ink notes. The text has been liberally and charmingly 
annotated throughout. Clearly Dutoit considered this a book worthy of his full 
attention and commentary. An excellent copy of this popularizing work of Kant’s 
moral theories.  
 
 
 
 

FRIEDRICH SCHLEIERMACHER 
(1768-1834) 

18.       The First of His Strictly Philosophical Works 
 

Grundlinien einer Kritik der bisherigen Sittenlehre (Outlines of a Critique 
of Previous Ethical Theories). Realschulbuchhandlung, Berlin, 1803. TP + [III]-X 
= Vorrede + half title + [3]-489 + [490] = Druckfehler, Octavo. First Edition. 

 

$ 300 
 

Schleiermacher's philosophic thought grew to maturity in the course of an earnest 
study of Kant's works, extending over many years. But he was never a Kantian. He 
attempted to found a clearly reasoned determinism, as against Kant's vacillating 
and obscure theory of freedom; seeking to show that the concepts of obligation, 
accountability, and of the other expressions of the moral consciousness can come 
to their full rights only in such a system. 

 
Grundlinien is the first of Schleiermacher’s strictly critical and philosophical 
works. It is a critique of all previous moral systems, including those of Kant and 
Fichte (with Plato's and Spinoza's being considered more favorably). It contends 
that the test for the soundness of any moral system is the completeness of its view 
of the ends of human life as a whole. Although it is almost exclusively critical and negative, the book announces 
Schleiermacher's later view of moral science, attaching prime importance to a Güterlehre, or doctrine of the ends to be 
obtained by moral action. The obscurity of the book's style and its negative tone prevented immediate success. 

 
Contemporary marble boards with gilt lined spine and handwritten label. With a 19th century Cincinnati library graphic label 
to the inside front cover and a similar, but well-worn label to the inside of the rear cover. There are two very light old library 
stamps to the verso of the TP and on the final page of the book.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             # 18        # 19 
 
 

GEORG WILHELM FRIEDRICH HEGEL 
(1770-1831) 

19.                     First Edition of Hegel’s  
Rare First Philosophical Work 

 

Differenz des Fichte’schen und Schelling’schen Systems der 
Philosophie (The Difference between Fichte’s and Schelling’s Systems of 
Philosophy), Akademischen Buchhandlung bey Seidler, Jena, 1801. TP + [III]-
XII = Vorrede + [13]-184, small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 5,000 
 

Hegel’s uncommon first philosophical work published in September of 1801. 
Hegel arrived in Jena in January of 1801 and during that first year he wrote and 
published his first short book of philosophy. The book was “taken by everyone 
to be a polemical defense of Schelling’s philosophy against Fichte’s philosophy 
– a striking thesis, since Schelling had until then been widely taken to be an 
orthodox defender of Fichte’s ideas.” (Pinkard, Hegel, p. 109)  

 
This small monograph defined Hegel for the next several years in the public 
eye: To the philosophical public, he had emerged on the scene rather suddenly as a follower of Schelling who had 
drawn a line between Fichte and Schelling in support of Schelling’s understanding of what was required of the 
post-Kantian project. Despite that general reception, however, the work was not a purely Schellingian effort. In 
his efforts to mold himself into a systematic philosopher, [Hegel] began by defending Schelling’s own ideas and 
terminology in a different way than Schelling himself had done, bringing to bear on this task his own, very similar 
ideas that he had worked out in his conversations with Hölderlin in Frankfurt. The result was a highly original, 
‘Hegelian’ text that nonetheless offered itself to the public as a piece of ‘Schellingian’ philosophy. It also showed 
that Hegel was hard at work during this period on the most fundamental issues in the development of post-Kantian 
idealism and was always more than merely a political or religious thinker. (Pinkard, Hegel, p. 154) 



 

Contemporary, light green pasteboard binding. Small spine label with gilt lettering on black background. Minor wear to 
exterior. Ink letters and numbers to upper front board and half-remains of old stamp to rear board. EXTREMELY faint remains 
of old stamp on title page. Small brown spot of ink at the center of the top edge of pages [I]-25. Despite these faults, this is a 
well preserved and charming copy of this uncommon first work by Hegel. 
 

20.          Hegel’s Science of Logic in a Gorgeous Matched Contemporary Set 
Three Books bound in Two Volumes – All First Editions (1812, 1813 & 1816) 

 

Wissenschaft der Logik (The Science of Logic). Johann Leonhard Schrag, Nürnberg, 1812, 1813 & 1816. Three Books 
in Two Volumes. Volume 1: Erster Band. Die objective Logik: TP + [III]-X = Vorrede + [XI]-XIV = Inhalt + [I]-
XXVIII = Einleitung + 334 [bound with] Zweytes Buch. Die Lehre vom Wesen: TP + [III]-VI = Inhalt + [1]-282. 
Volume 2: Zweiter Band. Wissenschaft der subjectiven Logik oder die Lehre vom Begriff: Series TP on 
verso [facing] TP + [III]-VI = Vorbericht + VII-X = Inhalt + [1]-403. Octavo. All Three in First Edition.  

$ 15,000 
 

Hegel’s The Science of Logic provided 
a complete outline for his vision of 
logic; an ontology that incorporates the 
traditional Aristotelian syllogism not as 
a foundational element, but rather as a 
sub-component of his system.  
 
For Hegel, the most important 
achievement of German Idealism 
(starting with Kant and culminating in 
his own philosophy), was the 
demonstration that Reality is shaped 
through and through by mind and, when 
properly understood, actually is nothing 
other than Mind. Thus ultimately the 
structures of thought and reality, subject 
and object, are identical. This means 
that, for Hegel, the underlying structure 
of all Reality is ultimately rational – so 
logic is not merely about reasoning or 
argument but rather is also the rational, 
structural core of all of Reality and 
every dimension of it.  
 
The Science of Logic thus includes 
(among other things) analyses of being, 
nothingness, becoming, existence, 
reality, essence, reflection, concept, and 
method. As developed, it includes the 
fullest description of his dialectic. These 
three books together are sometimes 
referred to as the Greater Logic to 
distinguish it from the condensed 
version of his thoughts on logic 
presented in what is called the Lesser 
Logic, namely the Logic section of his 
Encyclopedia of the Philosophical 
Sciences. 
 
Hegel wrote The Science of Logic after he had completed his Phenomenology of Spirit and while he was in Nuremberg 
working at a secondary school and courting his fiancée. It was published in a number of volumes. The first, ‘The Objective 
Logic’, has two parts (the Doctrines of Being and Essence) and each part was published in 1812 and 1813 respectively. 
The second volume, ‘The Subjective Logic’ was published in 1816 the same year he became a professor of philosophy at 
Heidelberg. The Science of Logic was found to be too advanced for undergraduate students so Hegel wrote his Lesser 
Logic for the Encyclopedia which was published in 1817. 



 

Hegel considered his Logik to be one of his major works and therefore kept it up to date through constant revision. In 1826, 
when the book went out of stock, instead of reprinting as requested, he undertook to revise it. By 1831, Hegel had 
completed a greatly revised and expanded version of the ‘Doctrine of Being’, but had no time to revise the rest of the book. 
The Preface to the second edition is dated 7 November 1831, just before his death on 14 November 1831. That edition 
appeared in 1832, and again in 1834–5 in the posthumous Works. The only English translation has been based on this 
second edition. 

 
Bound in matching contemporary ¾ leather with dark green marbled boards. The spines have gilt decorations and the title in 
gilt on a red field. There is some light wear to the exterior (most especially to the bumped corners), but otherwise the bindings 
present themselves beautifully. The text is generally clean and bright which comes with a beautiful custom clamshell box with 
½ leather over marbled boards and red morocco spine labels. Overall a truly exceptional copy of one of the more important 
works in Western Philosophy.  
 
 

21.                                 His Important and Influential Theories  
of How to Organize the Perfect State – PMM 283 

 

Grundlinien der Philosophie des Rechts, Naturrecht und Staatswissenschaft im Grundrisse. (Foundation 
of the Philosophy of Rights, Natural Rights and Statescraft in Outline.), Nicolaischen Buchhandlung, Berlin, 1821. 1 leaf 
(verso = foretitle opposite TP) + TP + [iii]-xxiv = Vorrede + xxv-xxvi = Inhalt + half-title + [3]-355, Octavo. First Edition 
which includes the often missing foretitle "Naturrecht und Staatswissenschaft im Grundrisse...."       

$ 4,500 
 

"In 1821 'The Outline of the Philosophy of Right' appeared, in which his final system of a sociology of the perfectly 
organized state, such as an ideal Prussia might be, was laid down. He rejected the idealistic aspirations of the reformers, 
their vague assertions of individual freedom being, in his judgment, trifling compared with the all-important concept of 
government... The [Grundlinien] turns away from the apparent chaos of the democratic advocates of individual right in 
favour of an overwhelming sense that liberty cannot exist apart from order, and that the vital connection of all parts of the 
body politic is the source of all good." (PMM, p. 171). 

 
Printing and the Mind of Man, 283 

 
Contemporary pasteboards and spine. Author and title printed in faded gilt on the spine. Corners a bit bumped and worn. Four-
line quotation in Greek and four-line inscription dated 1841 on the front flyleaf. Internally clean except for six or so pages with 
pencil marginalia. Overall, a lovely copy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

JACOB FRIEDRICH FRIES 
(1773-1843) 

22.                  A Popular Exposition of His  
Three-fold Approach to Reality 

 

Wissen, Glaube und Ahndung (Knowing, Faith and Presentiment).  J. C. G. 
Göpfrdt, Jena, 1805. TP + [I]-XII = Vorrede + [XIII]-[XIV] = Inhaltanzeige + 
half title + [3]-327 + [329]-[335] = Index, small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 550 
 

Fries was Hegel’s great academic enemy and “there was certainly no love lost 
between [them]; both Fries’s comments about Hegel in his letters and Hegel‘s 
comments on Fries are equally nasty… Fries was an outspoken public and 
private critic of the whole line of thought that ran from Fichte to Schelling, [and 
he] did little to conceal his opinion that the whole movement… was not just 

mistaken but was outright patent nonsense.” 
(Pinkard, Hegel, p. 221)  
 
This book is the first work published by Fries 
after his appointment as philosophy and 
mathematics professor in Heidelberg – a post that Hegel himself had coveted at the time but 
did not get. The book was a “popular exposition of his doctrine of a three-fold approach to 
reality… Fries followed Kant in the over-all architectonic of his philosophy and in specific 
doctrines. Corresponding to Kant’s three Critiques, he distinguished three approaches or 
attitudes toward reality – knowing, faith and presage, or presentiment. We know things only 
as appearance to a peculiarly human sensibility and understanding. But we have faith in the 
reality of the world of real moral agents under eternal moral laws… Finally, through presage 
or presentiment, a pure and disinterested feeling akin to the experience of the beautiful and 
the sublime, we are given the assurance that the world of appearances and the real world are 
not two worlds but one, and that the former is a manifestation of the latter – a finite 
projection of the infinite into the finite.” (EP, Vol. III, p. 253) 
 
Contemporary marbled boards and spine with gilt ornaments and gilt title. Spine edges worn 
as are the head and toe of spine. Former owner’s bookplate to inside front cover. Still, a 
pretty copy of this book. 
 

23.            Fries’ Major Work on Logic 
 

System der Logik, Ein Handbuch fur Lehre und zum 
Selbstgebrauch, (System of Logic, A Handbook for Life and Self 
Improvement). Mohr und Zimmer, Heidelberg, 1811. TP + [III]-XII 
+ half-title + [3]-596 + [597]-[598] = Druchfelhler + [599]-[606] = 
Register + half title (Grundriss der Logik – Outline of Logic) + [3]-
141, small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 650 
 

Hegel hated this book. In his own Science of Logic (see 1tem #20 
above) – published a year later – he commented in a footnote: “The 
latest treatment of this science which has recently appeared, System 
of Logic by Fries, returns to the anthropological foundations. The 
idea or opinion on which it is based is so shallow both in itself and in 
its execution, that I am spared the trouble of taking any notice of this 
insignificant publication.” The footnote caused an academic scandal 
and Hegel was forced to remove it from the next edition.  

 
Contemporary marbled boards with half-calf binding. Gilt ornamentation 
on spine with gilt title on red field. Former owner’s bookplate to inside 
front cover. The upper right corner of the front free end paper has a small 
paper repair about 1.5” x 2.5”. Otherwise, this is a very lovely copy. 



 

24.                                  His Major Work on Metaphysics 
 

System der Metaphysik, Ein Handbuch fur Lehre und zum Selbstgebrauch (System of Metaphysics, A Handbook 
for Life and Self Improvement). Christian Friedrich Winter, Heidelberg, 1824. TP + [V]-VIII + half-title (Grundriss der 
Metaphysik) + [3]-86 + half-title (System der Metaphysik) + [1]-536, Octavo. First Edition.          

$ 550 
Note: Thomas Glasmacher’s bibliography lists Grundriss der 
Metaphysik (Outline of Metaphysics) as book #79 and System der 
Metaphysik as #81. This copy, however, combines both books in one 
volume with a common Contents page – making this a version 
unknown to Glassmacher. The Inhaltanzeige (Contents) here lists 
both works side-by-side and effectively serves as a concordance 
between the books – making this a very interesting copy indeed. 
 
Fries considered the development of idealism by Fichte, Schelling 
and Hegel to be a serious mistake. “In his view the proper and 
profitable task for philosophy was to carry on the work of Kant 
without turning the Kantian philosophy into a system of metaphysics. 
True, Fries himself made use of the word ‘metaphysics’ but this word 
meant for him a critique of human knowledge, not a science of the 
Absolute.” (Copleston, VII, 2, p. 11)   

 
This book belongs to Fries “later period” – the one that followed his 
suspension from his teaching position at Jena after his active 
participation in the liberal celebration that took place at the Wartburg 
Festival on October 18, 1817. He eventual was allowed to teach again 
at Jena in 1824 and remained there until his death in 1843. This period 
marked “the final turn in his estrangement and isolation from the 
intellectual currents of the period. From then on, supported by a small 
following, he devoted his life to studies of mathematics, physics, and 
psychology, to systematization of his metaphysics and ethics, and to 
a rewriting of the history of philosophy on the theme of ‘progress in 
scientific development.’” (EP, Vol. III, p. 253) 

 
Contemporary boards with a worn spine label in black type. The binding is worn but quite handsome considering its age. An 
untrimmed copy with every other four pages considerably smaller that the preceding four. Overall, a splendid copy. 

 

25.      First Edition of the Second Part of His 
Handbook of Practical Philosophy 

 
Handbuch der Religionsphilosophie und philsophischen 
Aesthetik. (Handbook of the Philosophy of Religion and of Philosophical 
Aesthetic). Christian Friedrich Winter, Heidelberg, 1832. Initial TP on verso + 
TP + [V]-XII + [1]-291, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 500 
 

The first part of Fries’ “Handbook of Practical Philosophy” was published under 
the title “Ethik oder die Lehren der Lebens-welsheit” (Ethics or the Teachings 
of the Wisdom of Life) in 1818. Fourteen years later, he completed that 
“Handbook” with this second part which addresses the issues of religion and 
aesthetics from his own unique philosophical perspective.   
 
Bound in contemporary, worn, unprinted, green wraps. The spine covering is 
chipped away on both the top (3”) and bottom (2”) but the binding cords are 
secure. An ex-library copy with the label of the University of British Columbia 
on the verso of the title page and a card pocket attached to the inside of the rear 
cover. A completely uncut copy. Excepting the conditions noted, a lovely copy 
in a contemporary blank wraps binding.  



 

26.                                  First Edition of Fries’ “History of Philosophy”  
 

Die Geschichte der Philosophie (The History of Philosophy). Waisenhauses, Halle, 1837/1840. Volume 1: 1 blank leaf 
+ TP + [iii]-xxiv + [1]-556 + [557] = Berichtegungen (Corrections); Volume 2: 1 blank leaf + TP + [iii]-xxxii + half-title 
+ [3]-734 + [735] = Druckfelher (Printing Errors), Octavo. First Editions. 

$ 350 
 

In 1819, Fries was suspended from his teaching position in 
Jena for his liberal politics and for involvement in student 
protests. When he was once again allowed to teach at Jena in 
1824, he found himself estranged and in isolation from the 
intellectual currents of the period.  
 

“From then on, supported by a small following, he 
devoted his life to the studies of mathematics, physics, 
and psychology,. To systematization of his metaphysics 
and ethics, and to the rewriting of the history of 
philosophy on the theme of ‘progress in scientific 
development’.” (EP, Vol. III, p. 253 

 
Very nice, modern half-leather with dark blue boards and light tan 
leather. The spine has five raised bands and the title has gilt 
lettering on a red field. There is a small stain (1” x 2”) on the spine 
and front side leather of volume 2. The text is completely uncut. 
On the front blank leaf in each volume, there is an owner’s 
inscription which has been crossed out (“Wolfgang Wachsmuth / 
Göttingen. 1911.”) and replaced below with another (of either 
three or two lines respectively) signed by “Hans Mühlestein”. 
Occasional marginalia but certain sections of the text (for instance, 
Heraclitus and Democritus in volume one) are heavily underlined 
and annotated in the margins. This is even more prominent in 
volume two where fully a third or more of the text is so marked. 
Otherwise (but this is a very big “otherwise” in light of those 
markings), this is a lovely copy.  
 
 

 
 

FRIEDRICH WILHELM JOSEPH SCHELLING 
(1775-1854) 

 
27.                        A New Theory of Science  

Nature Conceived as “Force” and “Pure Activity” 
 

Erster Entwurf eines Systems der Naturphilosophie. (First Sketch of a 
System of the Philosophy of Nature), Christian Ernst Gabler, Jena & Leipzig, 
1799. TP + [i]-[ii] = Vorrede + [I]-X + half title + [3]-321 + [322] = 
Verbesserungen, Octavo. First Edition.   

[bound with] 
 

Einleitung zu seinem Entwurf eines Systems der Naturphilosophie. 
Oder: Ueber den Begriff der speculativen Physik und die innere 
Organisation eines Systems dieser Wissenschaft  (Introduction to the 
Outlines of a System of Natural Philosophy: or, On the Idea of Speculative 
Physics and the Internal Organization of a System of this Science). Christian 
Ernst Gabler, Jena & Leipzig, 1799. TP + [1]-83, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 750 



 

 
Schelling “believed that the fundamental aim of the sciences was the interpretation of nature as a unity, and therefore the 
proper study of all science was force. He tried to show that mechanical, chemical, electrical, and vital forces were all 
different manifestations of the same underlying force… in Erster Entwruf eines Systems der Naturphilosophie and in 
Einleitung zu dem Entwurf eines Systems der Naturphilosophie oder über den Begriff der spekulativen Physic, he depicted 
this force as ‘pure activity.’ He saw nature as an infinite self-activity, realizing itself in finite matter but forever 
unexhausted, forever short of completely realizing itself. He felt that he had thus found a parallel in the physical universe 
for Kant’s idea of the moral universe as practical reason forever striving toward an unattainable ideal.” (EP, Vol. 7, p. 306) 
 

Contemporary marbled paste boards. The spine is darkened as is the handwritten paper label to the spine. With a former owner’s 
stamp (Oswald Weigel…) in light blue ink to the inside front cover. The pages lightly browned and occasionally foxed. 
Otherwise, a nice copy of these two seminal works by Schelling.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                              # 27         # 28 
 

28.      Schelling’s Attempt to Resolve the Problems of Religion and Philosophy 
 

Philosophie und Religion (Philosophy and Religion), J. G. Cotta’schen, Tübingen, 1804. TP + [III]-VI = Vorbericht + 
[1]-80, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 750 
 

“In 1803 Schelling married Caroling Schlegel after the legal dissolution of her marriage with A. W. Schlegel, and the pair 
went to Würtzburg, where Schelling lectured for a period in the University. About this time he began to devote his 
attentions to the problems of religion and to the theosophical utterances of the mystical shoemaker of Görliz, Jakob 
Boehme. And in 1804 he published Philosophy and Religion.” (Copleston, Volume 7, part 1, p. 123) 
 

Contemporary three quarters leather with dark boards and light brown spotting. All of the leather is worn except for the bottom 
two-thirds of the spine which has gilt lettering. Occasional foxing to the text with moderate stains to upper and lower right 
corners of the title page. Overall, a well-preserved copy of this book.  
 
 
 



 

JOSEPH GÖRRES 
(1776-1848) 

 

29.              Revolution and the Need for a Free Press  
 

Teutschland und die Revolution (Germany and the Revolution). H. J. Holschet, 
Coblenz, 1819. TP + [1]-212. Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 125 
 

Görres was a German writer, philosopher, theologian, historian and journalist who 
supported himself with his pen, becoming a political pamphleteer. In the excitement 
which followed Kotzebue's assassination, the reactionary decrees of Carlsbad were 
framed, and these were the subject of this work. In it, he reviewed the circumstances 
which had led to the murder of August von Kotzebue, and, while expressing horror 
at the deed itself, he urged that it was impossible and undesirable to repress the free 
utterance of public opinion.  
 
The work was very success despite its ponderous style. But the book was suppressed 
by the Prussian government, and orders were issued for the author’s arrest and the 
seizure of his papers. Görres escaped to Strasbourg, and from there went to 
Switzerland. In the next few years, he published two more important political tracts. 
Europa und die Revolution (“Europe and the Revolution” was published in 1821 – in which he described the moral, 
intellectual and political corruption of France in the course of the eighteenth century as the major cause which led to the 
revolution – and In Sachen der Rheinprovinzen und in eigener Angelegenheit (“In the matter of the Rhine Province and in 
a matter of my own”) appeared in 1822.  Both books of these later books were also best sellers.  
 

Contemporary marbled boards with some wear to the covers and the edges of the spine (which has a 7-line handwritten paper 
label). The text lightly browned and occasionally foxed. Overall, a pretty copy of this book. 
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JOHAN FRIEDRICH HERBART 
(1776-1841) 

30.            His “Short Encyclopedia of Philosophy” 
 

Kurze Enzyklopädie der Philosophie. Entworfen von Herbart (A Short 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Prepared by Herbart). G. A. Schwetschke und Sohn, 
Halle, 1831. TP + [III]-VII = Vorrede + [IX]-X = Inhalt + half title + [1]-410 + 
[411] = Druchfehler, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 450 
 

Herbart was a philosopher and psychologist and the founder of pedagogy as an 
academic discipline. He is now best remembered as one of the post-Kantians who 
made a striking contrast to Hegel – most particularly in relation to his aesthetics.  
 

The “Short Encyclopedia” was a popularly-oriented late work that emphasized 
religious and ethical issues. 

 

Contemporary black paste-boards with gilt spine lettering. Joints and edges lightly 
chipped, text somewhat browned, a few corners creased, but still an attractive copy in 
a period binding of this uncommon work.  
 

31.                  The Primary Goal of Education is Moral Education 
 

Analytische Beleuchtung Des Naturrechts Und Der Moral: Zum Gebrauch Beym Vortrage Der 
Praktischen Philosophie (An Analytical Explanation of Natural Rights and Morality: For Use in Lectures on Practical 
Philosophy). Dieterichschen Buchhandlung, Göttingen, 1836. 1 blank leaf + TP + [III]-XVI = Vorrede + XVII-XVIII = 
Inhalt + [1]-264 + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 850 
 

In this late work, Herbart further expounds and expands on his belief that the primary goal of education is moral education, 
i.e. the development of good people. He was convinced that through education, individuals can be taught such values as 
action based on personal conviction, concern for the social welfare of others, and the positive and negative consequences 
associated with one's behavior. In short, Herbart believed that the development of cognitive powers and knowledge would 
naturally lead to moral and ethical behavior, the fundamental goal of education. 
 
His concern for moral education paved the way for contemporary educators to explore the relationship between values and 
knowledge, between a well-educated scientist or artist and a moral, ethical adult.  

 

A gorgeous little book in contemporary ¾ black leather with mottled blue boards. The spine has gilt lettering and six decorative 
compartments. There is just a bit of wear to the boards and spine, but overall this is bright, clean, tight and eminently collectible 
copy of this scarce pedagogical work by Herbart.  
 

BERNARD BOLZANO 
(1781-1848) 

32.                   First Edition of His First Book 
 

Erbauungsreden für Akademiker. (Educational Lectures for University 
Graduates). Caspar Widtmann, Prag, 1813. TP + Dedication page + [V]-XX = 
Vorrede + [XXI]-XXII] = Inhalt + [1]-354, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 1,000 
 

Bolzano's first book, published while he was still teaching at the University of 
Prague. He had been appointed to the chair of religion in 1805 shortly before he 
received his doctorate and was ordained a priest. The chair he occupied was one 
established by Emperor Francis of Austria in universities and higher schools 
throughout the Empire in 1804. The Emperor created these positions in order to 
teach people to become "good Christians and responsible citizens" and to 
counteract the ideas then emanating from the French Revolution. For the next 14 
years, Bolzano taught at the university, lecturing mainly on ethics, social 
questions and the links between mathematics and philosophy. He was very 
popular with both the student body, who appreciated the straightforward 



 

expression of his beliefs, and his fellow professors, who recognized his 
intelligence. In 1818, he became Dean of the philosophy department. 
However, in 1819, after several investigations into his outspoken 
beliefs, Bolzano was deprived of his position and forbidden to lecture 
and to publish. The views put forth in this book, along with his paper 
and letters, formed the basis for that verdict. (This ban was later relaxed 
to allow the publication of his works that were without religious or 
political content.) 

 
The ban allowed Bolzano the opportunity to devote his time to the 
study of mathematics and logic which led to his revolutionary thoughts 
on both of those topics. In his own time, Bolzano's work was largely 
unrecognized and it wasn't until the early 20th century that Husserl 
became his champion and brought his revolutionary work to real 
prominence.  
 

Contemporary blue and black marbled pasteboard binding with gilt and 
brown label on spine and a 1" square piece of white paper with the number 
123 written on it. Slight wear to spine edges. Internally, the text is very 
lightly browned on all pages. Overall, a lovely copy of this uncommon 
book.     

 
 

33.               Bernard Bolzano’s Important & Influential Masterwork  
A Wholly Original Study in Logic (“A True Precursor to Modern Logic”) 

Epistemology, Heuristics, and Scientific Methodology 
 

Wissenschaftslehre. Versuch einer Aussfuhrlichen und Grosstentheils Neuen Darstellung der Logik 
with Steter Rucksicht auf Deren Disherige Bearbeiter. (The Theory of Science; An Attempt at a Detailed and 
in the Main Novel Exposition of Logic with Constant Attention to Earlier Authors). J. E. von Seidel, Suzbach, 1837. 
Volume 1: TP + [III]-IV = Vorwort + V-X = Vorrede + XI-XVI = Inhalt + half title + [3]-571 + [572] =Druchfehler + Fold 
out table; Volume 2: TP + [II] = Quote page + [III]-VIII = Inhalt + half title + [3]-568; Volume 3: TP + [II] = Quote page 
+ [III]-VIII = Inhalt + half title + [3]-575; Volume 4: TP + [II] = Quote page + [III]-XX = Inhalt + half title + [3]-682, 
Octavo. First Editions. 

$ 8,000 
 

Bolzano, one of the greatest philosophers of the nineteenth century, was a man of many parts. Best known in his own time 
as a teacher and public intellectual, he was also a mathematician and logician of rare ability, the peer of other pioneers of 
modern mathematical logic such as Boole, Frege, and Peirce.  
 
As Professor of Religion at the Charles University in Prague from 1805, he proved to be a courageous and determined 
critic of abuses in church and state and a powerful advocate for reform. Dismissed by the Emperor in 1819 for political 
reasons, he left public life and spent the next decade working on his "theory of science," which he also called logic.  
 
The resulting Wissenschaftslehre is a monumental, wholly original study of logic, epistemology, heuristics, and scientific 
methodology. Unlike most logical studies of the period, it is not concerned with the "psychological self-consciousness of 
the thinking mind." Instead, it develops logic as the science of "propositions in themselves" and their parts, especially the 
relations between these entities. It offers, for the first time in the history of logic, a viable definition of consequence (or 
deducibility), and a novel view of probability. Giving constant attention to his predecessors and contemporaries, with 
particular emphasis on Kant, this richly documented work is also a valuable source for the history of logic and philosophy.  
 
Each volume is accompanied by a detailed introduction, which alerts the reader to the historical context of Bolzano's work 
and illuminates its continued relevance. 
 

“The rise of logical semantics, initiated by Alfred Tarski in the 1930s, has led to a revival of the study of Bolzano's 
logic in the light of modern logic and of his theory of an ideal language. The resemblance that many of the 
concepts introduced by Bolzano bear to modern logic has led to the opinion that Bolzano may be considered a 
true precursor of modern logic.” (Dictionary of Scientific Biography) 

 



 

In Wissenschaftslehre, Bolzano provides his own logical foundations for all the sciences, building on abstractions like part-
relation, abstract objects, attributes, sentence-shapes, ideas and propositions in themselves, sums and sets, collections, 
substances, adherences, subjective ideas, judgments, and sentence-occurrences.  

 
The plan of the four volumes is outlined in the following five subdivision: 

 
Fundamental Theory: Proof of the existence of abstract truths and of the human ability to judge 
 

Elementary Theory: Theory of abstract ideas, propositions, true propositions, and deductions 
 

Theory of Knowledge: Condition of the human faculty of judgement 
 

Heuristics: Rules to be observed in human thought in the search for truths 
 

Proper Theory of Science: Rules to be observed in the division of the set of truths into separate sciences and in 
their exposition in truly scientific treatises 

 
Under-appreciated in its own time, this monumentally creative work had to wait almost a century for the rest of the 
philosophical world to catch up with the brilliance and originality of his thought.  

 
Bound in contemporary marbled boards with ¾ leather spine. The spine with gilt decorations and lettering in five compartments 
– one with a red field and one green.  The bindings are uniformly good although they are a bit worn and delicate at the joints. 
Overall, a very nice set of this ground breaking and important work in Western logical theory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

HEINRICH RITTER 
(1791-1869) 

34.        Ritter Goes ‘Head to Head’ with Hegel  
on both Logic & Metaphysics 

 

System der Logik und der Metaphysik (System of Logic and Metaphysics), 
Dieterich, Gottingen, 1856. Volume 1: TP + [III]-[XIII] = Vorrede + [1]-335; 
Volume 2: TP + 1 leaf = Inhalt + half-title + [3]-591 + [592] = Errata, tall Octavo 
in original wraps. First Edition.  

$ 400 
 

Ritter was a disciple of Schleiermacher in Berlin and, in his lifetime, was 
particularly well known as a historian of philosophy.  Appointed lecturer in 1817, 
he became an associate professor at Berlin University – despite the negative vote 
that was cast by Hegel.  
 
While in Berlin, he occasionally went ‘heat-to-head’ with Hegel and actually did 
so with some success (unlike the hapless Schopenhauer). In the summer semester 
of 1825, his lectures on logic (ultimately published in a more refined form here) 
garnered 116 students while Hegel’s course on the same subject had only 56 
listeners.  
 
Ritter was elected to the Prussian Academy of Sciences in 1832, then taught from 1833 at the University at Kiel, before 
transferring to University of Göttingen in 1837 where he ended his career.  
 
Today, he is primarily remembered for his contribution on the history of philosophy – of which he was a recognized master 
– and, most especially, for his Geschichte der Philosophie that was published in twelve volumes between 1829 to 1853. 
This work was the product of a wide and thorough knowledge of the subject aided by an impartial critical faculty, and its 
value was underscored by its translation into almost all the languages of Europe. 
 

Original tan wrapper copies printed with black ink front and back that are in truly remarkable condition for being over 150 
years old. There is a neat ink signature (Edward Adamson – Rye) to the top of each front wrap and again on the inside of each 
front cover. Unsophisticated, unmarked and uncut copies of this fascinating piece of German philosophical history.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GUSTAV THEODOR FECHNER 
(1801-1887) 

35.                Fechner Predates Freud:  
The First Principle of Mind is the Pleasure Principle 

 

Ueber das höchste Gut (Concerning the Highest Good). Breitkopf und Härtel, 
Leipzig, 1846. TP + [3]-67, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 125 
 

Fechner was a philosopher, physicist and experimental psychologist (the founder 
of psychophysics) who subsequently inspired many 20th century scientists and 
philosophers.  
 
Having survived a 3-year illness where he lay secluded in a darkened room, 
Fechner was reborn in a way that melded together the religious heritage with the 
intellectual rigors of a seasoned scientist. This book is his first foray into 
experimental aesthetics and the presentation of the discovery of his first law of 
the mind, “das Lustprincip des Handelns” (the pleasure principle of action). 
Ueber das höchste Gut is a study of the Lustprincip in which Fechner argued that 
the search for pleasure and the avoidance of unpleasure were the primary forces 
driving human conduct. This theory’s later influence on Freud was marked.  

 
Contemporary marbled boards with a gilt lettered spine label on a red field. There is a small numbering label at the bottom of 
the spine along with a light blue stamp to the title page by a former owner reading “Hego Hauschka.” Otherwise a tight, clean 
copy of this uncommon book.  
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          FRANZ BRENTANO 
(1838-1917) 

36.                   First Edition of the First Book  
by the Founder of Phenomenology 

 

Von der mannigfachen Bedeutung des Seienden nach Aristoteles (On 
the several senses of Being in Aristotle) Herder’sche Verlagshandlung, Freiburg 
im Breisgau, 1862. TP + Dedication page + V-VI = Vorwort + VII-VIII = Inhalt 
+ [1]-220, Octavo, First Edition. 

$ 500 
 

Franz Brentano, the German philosopher and psychologist, was the founder of 
phenomenology. As Copleston notes, when tracing “the rise of phenomenology 
there is no need to go back beyond Franz Brentano.” His “historical writings 
include... Von der mannigfachen..., an important work that is the source of much 
of Brentano’s later thought.” (EP, Vol. I, p. 368) This is the author’s first book. 
 

Contemporary marbled boards with gilt on green label on spine. Some wear to top 
and bottom of spine and corners. First and last several pages foxed. Former owner’s 
signature on front flyleaf. Overall, a very nice copy. 

 
FRIEDRICH NIETZSCHE 

(1844-1900) 

37.          The Rare 1878 SECOND Edition of 
The Birth of Tragedy 

 

Die Geburt der Tragödie (The Birth of Tragedy). Schmeitzner, Chemnitz, 
1878. TP + [III]-IV + [1]-144, Octavo. The famous Second Edition, First Issue 
of Nietzsche's first book (Schaberg 30).  

$ 4,500 
 

Less than 175 original copies released in this state (see details below). NOTE: 
In 30 years, I have seen only one other copy of this 1878 issue and that was in 
the Weimar Archive. 

 

The eight months from February to October of 1874 were a time of great 
turmoil… The problems began in earnest when Fritzsch printed the long-
anticipated second edition of The Birth of Tragedy. The first edition had not 
been out a year before Fritzsch suggested that revisions should be started so 
that a new printing could begin in the first months of 1873. Nietzsche agreed. 
He edited and authorized the second edition during a visit to his publisher's 
office in Leipzig in late December of 1872. However, by March of 1873 there 
was still no second edition and Nietzsche wrote to Rohde that some problem 
with the printer was "not yet settled, therefore a long delay over the second edition." In fact, the printers were on 
strike and the delay became so protracted that it was decided to postpone the new edition until the second 
Observation had been printed and published. 
 

Finally, in March of 1874, the printing of the second edition of The Birth of Tragedy was completed, incorporating 
Nietzsche's corrections. The modifications were primarily cosmetic—the most substantive change being that these 
minor modifications added one page to the length of the book which now numbered 144 rather than the 143 pages 
of the first edition. Once again, Fritzsch ordered an odd press run—receiving 750 copies of the book from the 
printer, C. G. Naumann. 
 

It is unlikely that the books were bound at this time, but if they were, it is clear that no copies were actually sold. 
Fritzsch claimed that the volume would not be ready for release until the spring of 1875. Nietzsche, in an attempt 
to collect his honorarium, apparently accused his publisher of selling copies of the second edition. Fritzsch 
vehemently denied this and wrote back angrily challenging him to "question both the printer and the bookbinder to 
find out if I have already sold any copies of the second printing." The books remained in the warehouse for another 
four years before finally being offered to the public. 

     (Schaberg, The Nietzsche Canon, pp. 51-53) 



 

 

As issued with Schmeitzner's label canceling out Fritzsch's imprint. In this particular copy Schmeitzner's cancel does not quite 
cover up Fritzsch's imprint: almost half of the letter "V" is still visible to the left of the label. Bound in contemporary half-
leather with marbled boards and gilt lettering on the spine. Very slight wear to the edges and corners. All in all, a very good 
copy of a rare book.  
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38.                            All Three Human All Too Human Books 

Bound in Matched Contemporary Bindings  
 

Menschliches, Allzumenschliches. Ein Buch für freie Geister (Human all too Human. A Book for free Spirits). 
Schmeitzner, Chemnitz, 1878.  Half title + TP + [i] = Vorrede + [iii] = Inhalt + half title + [3]-377 + [378] = Printer’s 
information + [379]-[380] = Publisher’s advertisements, Octavo.  

 
Menschliches, Allzumenschliches, Anhang: Vermischte Meinungen und Sprüche (Human, All Too Human A 

Supplement: Mixed Opinions and Maxims). Schmeitzner, Chemnitz, 1879. TP + [3]-163    [bound with]  Der Wanderer 
und Sein Schatten (The Wanderer and His Shadow). Schmeitzner, Chemnitz, 1880. TP + [3]-185 + [186] = 
Berichtigungen + [I]-XVIII = Publisher’s advertisements, Octavo. Three First Edition, All First Issues (Schaberg 29, 31 
& 32a). 

$ 7,500 
 

These books sold poorly and they were subsequently sold to another publisher and reissued with new title pages. Although 
each was printed in an original edition of 1,000 copies, only 489 first issue copies of MAI survive along with 326 first 
issue copies of MAII and 192 first issue copies of W.  
 
Menschliches I: INCLUDING all of the important first issue points, one or more of which are usually lacking: the initial 
half title before the full title page, the advertisements at the end and the “eere” correction, cut and pasted by Schmeitzner 
over “menon” (a non-word) to create “meere” (sea) on p. 290 (aphorism 431).   
 
Menschliches II: WITH the publisher’s penciled hand correction to page 35 – correcting “Opfersinns” to “Opfe rthier’s” 
– as requested by Nietzsche in his March 5, 1879 letter to Schmeitzner (KSB 5, p. 392, #812).  

 



 

The Human, All Too Human series constituted such a radical departure in style and content for Nietzsche that he at first 
proposed it be released anonymously or with a pseudonym. His publisher, however, would not allow it.   
 
Reluctant to construct a philosophical “system,” and sensitive to the importance of style in philosophic writing, Nietzsche 
composed these works as a series of several hundred aphorisms, a departure from his style up to that point.  Much of the 
work is devoted to what one might now call "psychoanalytical" insights into the nature of common human experience and 
the origins of our human valuations. At the time, serious inquiry into such things as the nature of dreams, the meaning of 
pity or the phenomenon of laughter had no place in the field of philosophy.  
 
Human All Too Human also contains Nietzsche’s reflections upon cultural and psychological phenomena in reference to 
individuals' organic and physiological constitutions. The idea of power sporadically appears as an explanatory principle, 
but Nietzsche tends at this time to invoke hedonistic considerations of pleasure and pain in his explanations of cultural and 
psychological phenomena. It is here, too, that Nietzsche's famous epistemological "perspectivism" is first introduced: i.e. 
the view that "truths" are nothing more than interpretations of reality, formed from different perspectives and more or less 
successful in their struggle against competing "truths."  

 
Contemporary black half-leather bindings and green marbled boards. There are four raised bands on each spine along with gilt 
lettering and decorations. A truly charming matched set of these three revolutionary books by Nietzsche.  

 
39.                                          His Most Important Work? 

 

Jenseits von Gut und Böse (Beyond Good and Evil) Naumann, Leipzig, 1886. TP + [III]-VI + [VII] = Inhalt + halftitle 
+ [3]-271 + [272] = Berichtigungen, Octavo. First Edition (Schaberg 40). 

$ 6,500 
Considered by many to be Nietzsche's most important philosophical work, 
Beyond Good and Evil was the first of Nietzsche's "self-published" books – he 
had 600 copies of this work privately printed by "vanity publisher". 
 

The work opens with a Preface that lays down the famous challenge: “Let us 
suppose that Truth is a woman – what then? Is there not ground for suspecting 
that all philosophers, in so far as they have been dogmatists, have failed to 
understand women—that the terrible seriousness and clumsy importunity with 
which they have usually paid their addresses to Truth, have been unskilled and 
unseemly methods for winning a woman?” 
 
The work consists of nine interlocking chapters that delineate the profile and the 
task of the "free spirit" and the "philosopher of the future" and contains some of 
Nietzsche's most insightful and barbed attacks on previous philosophers, as well 
as many of his most powerfully and elegantly formulated analyses. As perhaps 
nowhere else, the Nietzsche of Beyond Good and Evil fulfilled his own criterion 
of literary greatness: “To say in one sentence what others have required a book to 
say – and then to say what they did not say as well!”   
 
By any standard, Beyond Good and Evil is among the greatest books in the 
Western Canon.  It is difficult to imagine another in which one can find so much.  
Here, for the first time, Nietzsche proposes a "natural history of morals" and 
claims that the revaluation of former values is the central task to be accomplished 
by the philosopher of the future – this indeed would be the primary task of his 
own final works. He begins: “If a person should regard even the effects of hatred, 
envy, covetousness and the lust to rule as conditions of life, as factors which, 
fundamentally and essentially, must be present in the general economy of life (and must, therefore, be further enhanced if 
life is to be further enhanced) – he will suffer from such a view of things as from seasickness. And yet even this hypothesis 
is far from being the strangest and most painful in this immense and almost new domain of dangerous insights…”   
 
In addition, Nietzsche’s concept of will to power plays a prominent and central role in the book, as does his famous analysis 
of master and slave morality, which is mentioned here for the first time. 

 
Recent period-style ½ tan leather with grey marbled boards. The spine with 5 raised bands, and gilt decorations in each 
compartment. Gilt title on black field in second compartment, gilt authors name on black field in fourth compartment. The 
interior is clean, tight and bright. A really pretty copy of this important work by Nietzsche.  



 

40.                     Nietzsche’s Dionysian-Dithyrambs – in his own hand 
Dionysos-Dithyramben (Dionysian-Dithyrambs). Nietsche-Gesellschaft, München, 1923. 1 leaf with publisher’s device 

+ TP + half-title + [1]-[50] + Publishing Limitation Page (copy #29) + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition.   
$ 250 

 

This book is a scarce facsimile of Nietzsche’s handwritten drafts of Dionysos-Dithyramben. Originally published in an 
edition of 440 copies – forty numbered with Roman numerals and four hundred with Arabic numbers – this copy is marked 
as “29”.  
 
The nine poems of this cycle were composed during 1883-8 and assembled for publication shortly before Nietzsche’s 
breakdown in 1889. They represent the ultimate visionary poetic style which he developed in the years after Thus spake 
Zarathustra and, as such, form a coda to his life's work. 
 
The first six poems [Zwischen Raubvögeln (Between Bird of Prey), Das Feuerzeichen (The Fire Sign), Die Sonne sinkt 
(The Sun sinks), Letzter Wille (Last Will), Ruhm und Ewigkeit (Glory and Eternity) and Von der Armut des Reichsten 
(The Poverty of the Richest)] were published in the 1891 edition of Also sprach Zarathustra. The other three poems (Klage 
der Ariadne (Lamentation of Ariadne), Nur Narr! Nur Dichter! (Only a Fool! Only a Poet!) and Unter Töchtern der Wüste 
Among the Daughters of the Desert)] are compositions drawn from those found in Zarathustra – found here in slightly 
altered forms. “Ruhm und Ewigkeit” was published at the end of the 1908 first edition of Ecce homo; however, it is now 
deemed to be a requisite part of Dionysos-Dithyramben. 
 
In January 1889, during his dementia, Nietzsche had drafted "dedications" of Dionysos-Dithyramben to Catulle Mendés, 
a French poet, critic and novelist. 

 
Original off-white vellum binding with black lettering to the front cover. “Ex. Libris / Charles E. Borden” is stamped in dark 
blue ink on the insides of both the front and back covers. The covers are ‘sprung’ – a typical condition found in modern, all-
vellum bindings. Otherwise, a lovely copy.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

41.                   “That Which Does Not Kill Me Makes Me Stronger” 
 

Götzen-Dämmerung (Twilight of the Idols). C.G. Naumann, Leipzig, 1889. TP + [i]-[iii] = Vorwort + [v] = Inhalt + [1] – 
144, Octavo. First Edition, First Issue (Schaberg 56a). 

$ 2,800 
Nietzsche had 1,000 copies of this work privately printed.  

 

Nietzsche began to write Twilight of the Idols at the end of June of 1888 
and was finished by early September—another lightning-quick production 
that he claimed to have been the "work of so few days that I am hesitant 
to mention exactly how many." His hesitancy becomes even more 
understandable when one remembers that part of July was devoted to the 
preparation of the final typescript of The Case of Wagner and that during 
August he produced two "Postscripts" and the "Epilogue" and then 
proofed the entire work. In the final analysis—when the book was finally 
completed—Nietzsche bragged to Gast that "I could hardly have used ten 
days more efficiently for it certainly took me no longer to write the book." 
Yet another ten-day wonder! 
 

The new book was originally entitled A Psychologist at Leisure when 
Nietzsche mentioned it to Naumann on 7 September: 
 

I am about to give you a nice surprise. You probably think we are 
finished with printing but even now the cleanest manuscript I have ever 
sent to you is on its way. Regarding layout and design, this new work 
should be a twin to The Case of Wagner. The title is A Psychologist at 
Leisure. It is imperative for me that we publish this now because by the 
end of next year we will have to begin the printing of my main work The 
Revaluation of All Values which will be a stern and serious book and I 
will not be able to publish anything cheerful and winsome right after it. 

 

This book, though not very large, may cause a few ears to be opened so 
that the main work will not be greeted with silence like my Zarathustra. 

 

The manuscript was mailed two days later and the single-page first draft 
for the Preface came three days after that. Nietzsche thought of this book—
in conjunction with the Wagner book—as a light and brief respite before 
the publication of his masterwork: "In the final analysis, both of these 
works are only recuperations in the midst of an immensely difficult and 
decisive task which, when properly understood, will split humanity in 
two." Unfortunately, Nietzsche never recovered from these 
"recuperations" and The Revaluation of All Values was never completed… 
 

Even as the book was being printed, Peter Gast pleaded with Nietzsche to change the title: 
 

When I consider how other people will respond to this title, I think A Psychologist at Leisure is much too 
unassuming. You have dragged your artillery to the highest mountains, you have guns such as have never existed, 
and even if you shoot blindly you will inspire terror all around. The stride of a Giant which can make the 
mountains shake to their core is hardly leisure . . . and so I plead—if an incompetent may make such a request—
let us have a more resplendent, a more radiant title! 

 

Nietzsche immediately agreed and changed the title to Twilight of the Idols, and three days later, he penned the 
final version of the Preface, which was dated 30 September 1888. 

(Schaberg, The Nietzsche Canon, pp. 166-167) 
 
Recent period-style ¾ black leather with blue and tan marbled boards. The spine with 5 raised bands, and gilt decorations on 
the bands. Gilt title in the second compartment, gilt authors name in fourth compartment. The interior is clean, tight and bright. 
A very good copy of this important work by Nietzsche.  

 
 
 



 

42.                         One of Only ONE HUNDRED Copies Printed! 
 

Nietzsche contra Wagner, Aktenstücke eines Psychologen (Nietzsche contra Wagner, Documents of a Psychologist).  
Naumann, Leipzig, 1889. TP + [i] = Vorwort + 1-[42], Octavo. First Edition (Schaberg 57).  

 $ 12,000 
Nietzsche simply exploded in a frenzy of creativity during his last 
three months—to the point where he himself was uncertain as to 
exactly which book he was going to write or edit on any given day. 
In addition, work on this particular book is concentrated in the 
month of December 1888, so we have to contend with the added 
confusion caused by Nietzsche's rapid deterioration into madness as 
the month draws to a close. 
 

The manuscript was produced very quickly because the work itself 
was short—only forty-two pages—and it consisted entirely of 
snippets of Nietzsche's previously published works, arranged here 
to prove that he and Wagner had always been opposed to one 
another. There were, however, small additions and changes made to 
the previously published texts which made the arguments much 
more pointed and personal… [so] here we have the opportunity to 
see another fascinating side of Nietzsche's writing and thought: 
Nietzsche as Editor… 
 

When Overbeck arrived in Turin on 8 January 1889, he found the 
demented Nietzsche in his room correcting proofs for Nietzsche 
contra Wagner. During the following weeks, there was much 
confusion over what was to be done about the printing: Gast 
suggested several changes and urged publication while Overbeck 
was shocked by the book and felt that it would be a disservice to 
Nietzsche to publish it. 
 

Eventually, Naumann printed only 100 copies of Nietzsche contra 
Wagner. The small pamphlet of forty-two pages came wrapped in 
off-white paper covers with text that was identical to the title page 
except for the addition of another decorative border. The back cover was blank. Copies were given to Nietzsche's 
friends for private distribution in mid-February of 1889: twenty copies were sent to Overbeck and the rest to Peter 
Gast. The first public edition of the book was not printed until the end of November of 1894 when it was included 
in the eighth volume of the collected works. Most of the copies of the book that went to Peter Gast eventually came 
to the Nietzsche Archive, and Elisabeth fell into the habit of giving away copies with a personal signed inscription 
on the front cover as a sign of her favor. 

(Schaberg, The Nietzsche Canon, pp. 169-173) 
 

Publisher’s original front wrap with black lettering. The rear wrap cover is recent – without lettering like the original, but 
professionally and perfectly matched to the front wrap. There is a five-line inscription (dated 1938) at the very top of the title 
page. Else, a well-preserved and lovely copy of this rare book.  
 
 

43.        The First Publication of All Four Parts of Zarathustra in One Book 
 

Also sprach Zarathustra (Thus spake Zarathustra), C. G. Naumann, Leipzig, 1893. Leaf with the portrait on verso + half-
title + [I]-XXXV = Preliminary Remarks of the Editor + 2 leaves [4 pp.] = handwritten facsimile + 1 leaf = Zur gefaelligne 
Beachtung + TP + 2 leaves [3 pp.] = Inhalt + 2 half-titles + 5-472, Octavo. Second Edition.   

$ 2,500 
 

The first combined edition – being preceded by three parts (published separately in 1883, 1883 & 1884 respectively and 
then combined in 1886), and the fourth part (published privately in a press run of 45 copies in 1885 and then in the first 
general publication as a separate part in 1891). 

 
With a lengthy introduction by Nietzsche’s friend and the proof-reader of most of his later works, the composer Peter Gast 
– who was the editor of this earliest, aborted attempt to publish a set of ‘complete works’ by Nietzsche. Also including a 
frontispiece of Nietzsche along with a four-page facsimile of Nietzsche's letter announcing this book.   

 



 

NOTE that the order of the elements differ from that listed in Krummel (XI-
XIIb/XIXa, p. 119 – which has the "Preliminary Remarks" – very logically – 
following the TP). This is, however, the third copy of this book that we have handled 
and all of them have been arranged in the same way as this copy – rather than as 
described by Krummel.  
 

Nietzsche considered his next work, Thus Spoke Zarathustra, as his masterwork 
and his highest single achievement. Although it appears today in one volume, it 
was written and released as four separate books between 1883 and 1885. 
Zarathustra is yet another radical departure in style and orientation that stands 
at the gateway of the third phase of Nietzsche's intellectual life. The books of 
Zarathustra are even more unlike the aphoristic volumes than they are from the 
five books that preceded them; Zarathustra is more poetry than prose, more 
vision than reasoned insight, more didactic exhortation than playful intellectual 
fencing, more prophesy than psychological observation. The four books are an 
elaborate riddle seamlessly blending elements of Nietzsche's philosophy, his 
psyche, and his personal life into a seductive invitation to dance—and the vast 
literature they have generated is ample testimony to the complexity and the 
depth of the work. Nietzsche himself claimed that Zarathustra was so different 
from Human, All Too Human that if he had published the book using a 
pseudonym then "the wisdom of two thousand years would not have been 
sufficient" for anyone to have guessed they had been written by the same person. 
 
The first three volumes were written in a frenzy of creativity, each of which 
lasted only ten days, and Nietzsche's description of his inspiration for these 
books is among the most lyrical and moving of all of his writings. His intentions 
changed repeatedly: at one point, the first book was to be considered the 
completed work, while at other times, Nietzsche envisioned a total of six books, taking Zarathustra up to his 
death. By March of 1885 he had conclusively decided to end the series with the fourth book. 
 

(Schaberg, The Nietzsche Canon, p. 87)  
 
A lovely contemporary custom binding of half-leather with gold lettering and four raised bands on the spine. The interior with 
several vertical pencil marks beside the text. Otherwise, bright and tight. A beautiful copy. 
 

 
EDMUND HUSSERL 

(1859-1938) 

44.           Husserl’s Lectures on “Internal Time” 
 

Edmund Husserls Vorlesungen zur Phänomenologie des Inneren 
Zeitbewusstseins (Edmund Husserl's Lectures on the Phenomenology of the 
Consciousness of Internal Time) [Edited by Martin Heidegger], Max Niemeyer, 
Halle, 1928. TP + [iii]-v + [367]-496 + 1 leaf = Berichtigungen, Gross Octavo.    
First Edition.   

      $ 300 
 

Simultaneously published in Jahrbuch fur Philosophie und phaenomenologische 
Forschung, Bd. IX. 
 
A collection of Husserl's lectures from 1905-1910 edited by Heidegger, Husserl's 
former pupil, whose own divergent opinion on the subject had appeared the 
previous year. In these lectures, Husserl lays the foundation for the study of the 
temporality of consciousness by distinguishing "objective time" and "inner time" 
(the former being the temporality of things in nature and the latter being that of 
experiences in consciousness). The differentiation hinged on how material things 
exist in Nature in the sense that they occupy space and time and are therefore "real" (reale) while events of consciousness 
are temporal but not spatial and are therefore not "real." 

 
Original brown boards with title embossed on the front cover and the spine in dark brown lettering. Several contemporary 
books advertisements laid in. The spine has been professionally repaired to close former splits to the spine. Still, a very 
acceptable copy which comes in a color-matched slip case.  
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KARL JASPERS 
(1883-1969) 

45.     All World Views Contain an Element of Pathology  
 

Psychologie der Weltanshauungen (Psychology of Worldviews) Julius 
Springer, Berlin, 1919. 1 blank leaf (with the original wraps title page trimmed and 
taped in) + TP + Dedication page + [V] = Vorwort + [VI]-[XII] = Inhalt + 1-428 + 
[429]-[430] + Publisher’s ads, Octavo. First Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #169). 

$ 95 
 

This 1919 work begins with the idea that life confronts human beings with 
inexorable givens, most particularly the prospect of one’s own death, and argues 
that human beings win a measure of integrity through honestly facing basic “limit 
situations,” thinking them through and coming to terms with them.   
 
Jaspers, the psychiatrist, then puts forward the theory that all world views contain 
an element of pathology and that, in order to come closer to truth, the human mind 
must free itself from the ‘objectivized cages’ which seek to contain thought within 
certain safe limits. The mind must therefore go beyond its world view in order to 
discover truth for itself. Human reason must confront its own inadequacy, leading 
it to ‘transcend its own contents’ and make contact with something other than itself.  
 
With this self-described “experimental and searching” work, Jaspers took a new step in philosophy – which his younger 
contemporary Martin Heidegger realized immediately. Heidegger paid Jaspers’ work the great compliment of attacking it 
aggressively – “This book must,” he said, “be fought in the severest possible manner, precisely because it has so much to 
offer, which Jaspers has learned from everywhere, and because it appropriates an important trace of our times.”   

 
Three-quarter leather binding with contemporary marbled boards. Previous owner’s name (“E. von Moering”) on the top right 
corner of the title page.  With the original wraps copy cover cut and pasted onto the initial blank leaf. Wide-margined and 
uncut, this is, internally, a clean, tight and bright copy.  



 

46.           The Most Systematic Presentation of Existentialism in German 
 

Philosophie. Julius Springer, Berlin, 1932. Volume 1: Series TP 
on verso of first leaf + Volume 1 TP + half title + Dedication 
page + VII-IX = Vorwort + X-XI = Inhalt + 1-340; Volume 2: 
Series TP on verso of first leaf + Volume 2 TP + V-VI = Inhalt 
+ 1-441; Volume 3: Series TP on verso of first leaf + TP + V-
VI = Inhalt + 1-237, Octavo. First Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #216). 

 

$ 250 
 

Perhaps the most systematic presentation of Existential 
philosophy in German, these three volumes bear the respective 
titles Philosophische Weltorientaierung (Philosophical World 
Orientation), Existenzerhellung (The Illumination of 
Existence), and Metaphysik (Metaphysics). Each book thus 
describes a particular way of being – describing the three 
essential existential modalities of human life. At the same 
time, each volume also describes a particular way of knowing: 
orientation is cognitively determined by objectively verifiable 
knowledge or by positive or scientific proof-forms, existence 
is determined by subjective/existential self-reflection, and 
transcendence relies on the symbolic interpretation of 
metaphysical contents.  
 
Together, these three volumes are designed to show how 
human existence and human knowledge necessarily progress 
from one level of being and one level of knowledge to another, 
and how consciousness gradually evolves, through 
confrontation with its own antinomies, from an immediate and 
unformed state towards a condition of unity and integral self-experience. 

 
Publisher’s original dark blue cloth with gilt lettering to the front covers and spines. There is a circular purple-ink library stamp 
(Kennemer Lyceum) to the lower left corner of the title pages to volumes 1 & 2. Otherwise this is a lovely and only lighty worn 
set of this important work by Jaspers.  
 

47.       A Foundational Work of Existentialism 
 

Vernunft und Existenz (Reason and Existence). J. B. Wolters, Groningen, 
1935. Series TP + 1 leaf = Rector's Dedication + TP + [i] = Inhalt + 1-115, 
Octavo. First Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #218). 

$ 200 
 

With the Series title page header in Dutch, as called for by listing 218 in “Karl 
Jaspers, Eine Bibliographie. Die Primärbibliographie” (1978).  
 
These five lectures, delivered at the University of Groningen in Holland during 
the spring of 1935, Jaspers carefully knits together various themes from 
Jaspers’ philosophical position – paying special attention to the contributions 
and insights already made to these topics by both Nietzsche and Kierkegaard.  
 
The lectures present a new philosophical structure of consciousness, if not a 
new picture of reality. Jaspers explores the idea that existence beyond ordinary 
awareness is, in the end, not just a featureless terrain. Of special importance to 
this argument are philosophic categories which are essential to understanding 
his thinking: existence, freedom, and history, and the limit-situations of death, 
suffering, and sin. Vernunft und Existenz occupies a primary position in the 
development of Jaspers’ his thought and serves as an excellent introduction, as 
well as a helpful summary, to the philosophy of one of the most important figures in 20th century existentialism.  

 
Original green card wraps. The spine has been sunned to tan although the title and author lettering is clear and distinct. There 
is also a bit of sun discoloration to the top left corner of the front cover. Small antiquarian dealer label to corner of inside front 
cover. Otherwise, a tight and bright copy of this impressive work.  



 

48.          Jaspers Extraordinary Defense of Nietzsche Against the Nazis 

 

Nietzsche: Einführung in Das Verständnis Seines Philosophieren (Nietzsche: An Introduction to Understanding 
His Philosophical Activity). Walter de Gruyter, Berlin, 1936. TP + Dedication page + [V] = Vorwort + [VII]-[VIII] = 
Inhalt + [1]- 437 + [438] = Publisher’s advertisements + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #219). 

$ 250 
 

In 1935, Karl Jaspers, an anti-Nazi German existentialist, ambitiously set out to expose and dismantle the Nazi’s 
appropriation of Nietzsche’s philosophy. At this time, the Third Reich and its multitudinous disciples hailed Nietzsche as 
a prophet of Nazism, using a very misunderstood concept of his works to justify their despicable actions. Karl Jaspers 
abhorred this warped possession of Nietzsche’s philosophy and so wrote Nietzsche in a desperate effort to reveal and 
defend Nietzsche’s true ideas.  
 
One year after this book was published, Jaspers was fired from his job at Heidelberg University under Nazi leadership.  
 
Karl Jaspers does not fall into the same trap as ideologues do, citing bits and pieces from Nietzsche's work to reinforce 
already held opinions. Instead, he openly shows the wide range of Nietzsche's views, including his endorsement of wars 
and warriors, his prophecies of world struggle and "new masters," and the cruel arrogance of the supermen. Jaspers finds 
Nietzsche's philosophy to be extraordinary not only because he foresaw all the monstrosities of the twentieth century, but 
also because he saw through them. 

 
The appearance which Nietzsche's work presents can be expressed figuratively: it is as though a mountain wall 
had been dynamited; the rock, already more or less shaped, conveys the idea of a whole. But the building for the 
sake of which the dynamiting seems to have been done has not been erected. However, the fact that the work lies 
about like a heap of ruins does not appear to conceal its spirit from the one who happens to have found the key to 
the possibilities of construction; for him, many fragments fit together. But not unambiguously; many functionally 
suitable pieces are present in numerous, only slightly varied repetitions, others reveal themselves as precious and 
unique forms, as though each were meant to furnish a cornerstone somewhere or a keystone for an arch. 
 

― Karl Jaspers, from the Introduction  
 

Original blue publisher’s cloth with gilt lettering on both the front cover and the spine. Former owner’s bookplate (“Heinz-
Dietrich Wendland, Dr. Theol.”) on verso of front cover. A nicely preserved copy of this significant book.  
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49.    Jaspers on the Complexities of Nietzsche’s Confrontation with Christianity 
 

Nietzsche und das Christentum (Nietzsche and Christianity). Fritz Seifert, Hameln, [1946]. Half title + TP + 5-87, 
Octavo. First Book Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #231).  

$ 70 
 

Originally written in 1938, this short paper – just 84 pages long – presents Nietzsche’s positions on Christianity with clarity 
and precision. Karl Jaspers is one of the few authors who makes the necessary effort to explore and analyze the depths of 
Nietzsche’s complex works. His unique psychological and psychiatric background makes for distinctive observations and 
opinions on the often misunderstood philosopher. Through this unique lens, Jasper redefines Nietzsche as a more dialectical 
thinker, opening up new horizons on the philosopher to his readers.  

 
Publisher’s original textured grey cloth binding with dark blue lettering to the front cover and spine. The spine is a bit sunned 
and a former owner’s single-line black ink stamp (“Prof. Dr. B. Delfgaauw”) appears in the top corner of the front free end 
paper. The edges of the text pages are lightly but uniformly browned. Overall, a tight and clean copy. 
 
 

50.            Announcing the Axial Age  
Mankind’s Evolution to the Spiritual 

 

Vom Ursprung und Ziel der Geschichte (The Origin and Goal 
of History). R. Piper & Co. Verlag, München, 1949. Half title + TP 
+ [5] = Vorwort + [7]-11 = Inhalt + half title + [15]-349, Octavo.                  
First Edition (KJ-EB-DP, #258a). 
 

Vom Ursprung und Ziel der Geschichte (The Origin and 
Goal of History). Artemis-Verlag, Zürich, 1949. TP + [5] = half title 
+ [6] = Vorwort + [7]-12 = Inhalt + half title + [15]-360, small 
Octavo. First Edition  (KJ-EB-DP, #258). 

$ 750 
 

Published simultaneously in Munich and Zürich, both books 
qualify as first editions. Despite KJ’s giving priority to the 
Swiss issue, the German imprint is popularly granted priority 
based, perhaps, on Jaspers residency in Germany.  
 

Karl Jasper’s brilliant elucidation of “The Axial Age” – a 
phrase that he coined for the period between 800 BC and 200 
BC – when mankind turned a profound and significant 
evolutionary corner, discovering for the first time a deeply 
self-reflective attitude towards existence and awakening to 
the concept of the transcendent.  
 

It was during those six hundred years that spiritual and intellectual sophistication were born across the Eurasian continent: 
Confucius and Lao-tse emerged in China along with modern Hinduism and Buddhism in India, while the prophets spoke 
in Israel and the Hebrew Bible was complied, and Socrates, Plato and Aristotle spread the gospel of rationality throughout 
the Greek world.  
 
This revolution in the realm of ideas and of the spirit fostered an irreversible effect on several major civilizations and then 
on human history as a whole. The Axial Age thinkers and teachers bequeathed us not only with a sense of the world that 
went beyond mere experience – inviting us to investigate, envision, and alter the world through human thought and action 
– they also placed a revolutionary emphasis on human morality and individual responsibility while creating several 
different pathways to transcendent salvation.  
 
Surely, this book qualifies as one of the truly great historical and evolutionary insights of the 20th century! 

 
Piper Edition: Original publisher’s red cloth with gilt lettering and device on the spine. In the original light tan dust jacket with 
dark brown and red lettering on the front panel and the spine. The dust jacket has a few small nicks (most noticeably at the top 
of the spine). The covers are ever so slightly “sprung.” Otherwise, a very pretty copy of this revolutionary book.  
 

Artemis Edition: Original publisher’s red cloth with gilt lettering and device on the spine. In the original light tan dust jacket 
with dark brown and red lettering on the front panel and the spine. The dust jacket has a few very small nicks and just a bit of 
discoloration. Otherwise, a very pretty copy of this revolutionary book.  



 

ERNST CASSIRER 
(1874-1945) 

51.                   Cassirer’s Early Defense of Idealism 
 

Der kritische Idealismus und die Philosophie des “gesunden 
Menschenverstandes” (Critical Idealism and the Philosophy of “common 
sense”), Philosophische Arbeiten, Band I, Heft 1, Alfred Topelmann, Gieszen, 
1906. [I]-III + half-title + TP + 1-35 + [36]-[39] = Publisher’s ads; with original 
wraps printed front and back, inside and out, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 150 
 

Ernst Cassirer was the most prominent, and the last, Neo-Kantian philosopher of 
the 20th century. His major philosophical contribution was the transformation of 
his teacher Hermann Cohen’s mathematical-logical adaptation of Kant’s 
transcendental idealism into a comprehensive philosophy of symbolic forms 
intended to address all aspects of human cultural life and creativity. In doing so, 
Cassirer paid equal attention to both sides of the traditional Neo-Kantian division 
between the social sciences and the natural sciences. 
 
Cassirer expounded these ideas from a variety of chairs at Berlin, Hamburg, 
Goteborg and Yale University. This is one of his earliest publications. The book 
was the first selection and the introduction to the series edited by Hermann Cohen 
and Paul Natorp.  

 
Original wraps. Aside from the slightest of blemishes on the lower front wrap, this is an absolutely fine, uncut copy. 
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ERNST BLOCH 
(1885-1977) 

52.     Is Our Defeat in WWI Really a “Defeat”? 
 

Schadet oder Nützt Deutschland Eine Niederlage Seiner 
Militärs? (Is Germany’s Military Defeat Harmful or Useful?), Der 
Freie Verlag, Bern, 1918. Original wraps + TP + [3]-23, small Octavo. 
First Edition. 

$ 400 
 

This is the first edition of Block’s first publication – a small pamphlet 
on the question of how to recover from the war and institute a democratic 
reconstruction.  
 
Bloch, “a pacifist, horrified by the war and Prussian militarism… went 
into exile in Switzerland in 1917, returning to Berlin afterwards” 
(Delachampagne, p. 92). He answers the title question with the thesis 
that Germany needed the annihilation and the defeat of the military 
autocracy in order to be free. It was the only way to remove the toxic, 
militaristic obsession with a newfound belief in being morally and spiritually committed to Germany. 

 
A very pretty copy of an extremely scarce pamphlet. One small chip from the bottom right corner of the front wrap, but 
otherwise in very good condition. A scarce work rarely seen in such good condition. 
 
 

53.                  A Most Beautiful Example of Bloch’s Utopian Hermeneutics 
 

Spuren (Traces). Paul Cassirer Verlag, Berlin, 1930. 1 blank leaf + half title + Dedication page + TP + [9]-278 + 1 blank leaf, 
Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 250 
 

Written between 1910 and 1929, Spuren (Traces) is considered Ernst Bloch’s 
most important work after The Principle of Hope and The Spirit of Utopia.  
 
A collection of aphorisms, essays, stories, and anecdotes, this book 
emphasizes Bloch’s interest in demonstrating how paying attention to 
“traces” can be utilized as a method of philosophizing.  
 
Bloch’s chief philosophical invention is to begin with what gives an observer 
pause – with what seems strange and astonishing. He then follows such traces 
into an awareness of the individual’s relations to himself and to history, 
conceived as an exercise in thinking into the unknown, the “not yet,” thus 
being utopian in essence.  
 

As if mocking phenomenology with its self-possession and scientific 
circumspection, speculative thought seeks out aconceptual phenomena 
and experiments with interpretation, feeling its way. Indefatigable, the 
philosophical moth flies at the pane of glass in front of the light. The 
enigmas of what Bloch once called the form of the unconstuable 
question are to chrystallize into the answers they happen to suggest at 
the moment.                  [Introduction to the revised edition of 1959] 

 
Spuren, a masterwork of twentieth-century philosophy, is a beautiful 
example of Bloch’s utopian hermeneutics, taking as its source and its result 
the simplest, most familiar, and yet most striking stories and anecdotes of his 
youth and early life. 

 
Near fine dust jacket with black lettering and borders with just a bit of wear top and bottom of sunned spine and one small hole 
in spine. Original publisher’s boards with red lettering on front cover and double red borders both front and back. Red lettering 
on spine. Pages lightly foxed throughout. Overall, a lovely copy of this important work by Bloch.  



 

54.    Controversial and Stimulating Analysis of the  
     Cultural Failures of the Early 20th Century 

 

Erbschaft Dieser Zeit (Heritage of Our Times). Verlag Oprecht & Helbling, 
Zürich, 1935. Half title + TP + Dedication page + 7-[310] + [312] = 
Publisher’s advertisements, Octavo.  First Edition. 

$ 225 
 

Bloch went into exile in 1933 eventually residing in the USA. He assembled 
this collection of essays, Heritage of Our Times, and published them in 1935 
from Zurich.  
 
The book is a tour de force, offering a significant series of cultural criticisms 
by a major twentieth-century German philosopher. Here Bloch presents his 
Marxist analyses of the 1930s breakdown of the bourgeoisie and of the rise of 
Fascism. He applies his analysis and principles to everyday life, studying the 
society and politics of both Weimar Republic and Nazi Germany.  
 
Even eighty-five years later, Bloch’s brilliant historical analysis of these 
profoundly turbulent times provides controversial and stimulating meditations 
on culture and politics; his arguments still retaining enough of their original 
explosive power to still provoke discussion among contemporary cultural 
critics, philosophers, social theorists, and historians.  

 
Original publisher’s brown cloth with author and title imprinted on the front cover 
and spine in dark brown. A clean, tight and bright copy. 
 
 
55.                   Freedom & Order 

Inseparable Handmaidens of a Classless Society 
 

Freiheit und Ordnung, Abriss der Sozial-Utopien (Freedom and 
Order, An Abstract on Social Utopianism), Aurora Verlag, New York, 
1946. TP + [5]-[6] = Inhalt + [7] = Dedication page + half title + 11-[190], 
Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 150 
 

First published in New York, this was Bloch’s last published work before 
his return to East Germany in 1948. This original 1946 edition was 
followed by a German edition published in Berlin in 1947.  
 
In this work, Bloch analyzes the difficult relationship between freedom 
and organization in the real world. He explores the strife encountered 
when an individual tries to mediate between those two and imagines 
various utopian scenes from the perspective of that eternal conflict.  
 
According to Bloch, the realization of a classless society implies the 
necessity of both freedom and order. Freedom for Bloch is the will of the 
collectivity towards a classless society. When freedom realizes this goal, 
it becomes the kingdom of freedom, but this social freedom maintains a 
dialectical relationship with order which necessarily arises out of the 
classless society itself. Freedom ends in order, and order is "democratic 
centralism, it is the common organization of the process of production, 
the common and uniform planning of human information and 
cultivation."  

 
Original publisher’s dustjacket, lightly worn and chipped over the original 
card covers. The inside front hinge is cracked, but firm. Overall, this is a good 
and fairly solid copy of this delicate book. 



 

56.                               Bloch Revises Hegel – Extensively! 
 

Subjekt-Objekt, Erläuterungen zu Hegel (Subject-Object, A Commentary on Hegel), Aufbau-Verlag, Berlin, 1951. Half-
title + TP + Dedication Page + [7]-[8] = Inhalt + [9]-[10] = Vorwort + half-title + [13]-476, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 75 
 

The great Marxist philosopher’s engagement with Hegelian 
philosophy wherein he supplies his description of the subject-object 
relationship. Amazingly, this important book has yet to be translated 
in its entirety into English.  

 
According to Bloch, all reality is ‘mediation,’ or the subject-
object relation, a dynamic relation that tends ultimately toward 
the final goal (Endziel) of the reunion of subject and object. The 
Urgrund, the primordial stuff prior to the distinction between 
subject and object, matter and spirit, is moved by an obscure 
immediate cosmic impulse, which Block terms “hunger” and 
contrasts with Freud’s libido. After subject and object have been 
distinguished, Bloch claims, this hunger remains essential to 
both subject and object. Thus the reality of both subject and 
object is in the future, and the category of possibility comes to 
play a central role in his thought. (EP, Vol. 1, p. 322) 

 
The relations between subject, object, reality, and possibility are 
complex. The nature of the real is a tendency toward, or anticipation 
of, the future, and thus its reality is the reality of something in the 
future. But the future is already real as objective possibility. Bloch 
distinguishes between objective possibility, which (because the 
object as object is not real) is merely theoretical, and real possibility, 
which is practically connected with the future. What is really possible 
is concretely connected with utopia. Reality always contains 
elements of possible change, possibilities not yet actually existing. 
Utopias are concerned with these possibilities and thus have an 
essential function in human consciousness. On the other hand, these 
possibilities must have a foundation in the object because thought can 
represent in imagination infinitely many possible objects in infinitely 
many relationships. 

 
If an event were completely conditioned, it would be "unconditionally certain." Therefore, what can possibly come into 
existence is possible only insofar as it is not conditioned. What is objectively possible, therefore, is so only insofar as it is 
not constrained by predetermined conditions. Bloch distinguishes between two senses of objective possibility. One sense 
concerns the thing and is the thing's "behavior," or the appearance of the thing as an object of knowledge. The other sense 
concerns our knowledge of the thing. The objectivity (Sachlichkeit ) of the thing concerns only our knowledge of it, while 
its factuality (Sachhaftigkeit ) concerns only the object of knowledge. 

 
Original publisher’s blue cloth binding with faded gilt lettering on front cover and spine. Overall, a very nice copy. 
 
 
57.            Bloch’s Major Work – The “monstrous essence of his thought” 
 

Das Prinzip Hoffnung (The Principle of Hope), Aufbau-Verlag, Berlin, 1954, 1955, 1959. Volume 1: Half-title + TP + 
Dedication Page + [7]-477 + 1 leaf = Outline of the Work in Three Volumes; Volume 2: Half-title + TP + [5]-512 + 1 leaf 
= Outline of the Work in Three Volumes; Volume 3: Half-title + TP + [5]-518 + 1 leaf = Outline of the Work in Three 
Volumes + 1 loose leaf = Errata in Band 1 & 2, Octavo. All Three in First Edition. 

$ 900 
Published in an edition of 3,000 copies each. 
 
“In 1933 Bloch left Germany, eventually reaching the United States, where he created his major work, Das Prinzip 
Hoffnung, a huge work that has been called ‘a monstrous essence of his thought’.” (EP, Volume 1, p. 321) 



 

 
Bloch observes that throughout history, and in all cultures, people have dreamed of a better life and constructed various 
kinds of utopias. Utopian dreams are present in art forms such as poetry, drama, music and painting, and in elementary 
form in children's dreams, fairy-tales, and popular legend. Utopian impulses can also be found in architecture, medicine, 
sport, dancing and circuses, as well as in specifically utopian literature and in the entire history of religion. Some utopias 
relate simply to immediate private ends, but the higher kind of revolutionary utopia envisages the end of human suffering. 
For Bloch, the positive utopia is the expectation of absolute perfection. Revolutionary utopias of past ages were seen by 
Bloch as reflections of humanity's desire for perfection, post-Marxist utopias were all seen by him as reactionary. Bloch 
insists the only two possible outcomes to history are absolute destruction and absolute perfection 
 

“Bloch’s major work and one of the as-yet undigested masterpieces of twentieth century philosophy. Conceived 
and largely elaborated during Block’s long, often impoverished exile in the Unites States where he had expected 
to publish it under the title Dreams of A Better Life, the work actually appeared after Bloch’s return to the GDR, 
the first two volume receiving the National Prize upon publication, effectively recognizing Block as the GDR’s 
leading philosopher. Soon, however, the undelimitable breadth and profound religious depths of his work led to 
conflict with the regime and his virtual silencing, though his work continued to appear irregularly. This great 
work is meant as ‘an encyclopedia of hope that attempts to catalogue the surplus of utopian thought (whose 
unrealized meaning is the crux of the Not-Yet-Conscious) from Early Greek philosopher to the present day.’ No 
less an expositor of that unrealized meaning than George Steiner has written that ‘we have lost a characteristic 
elan, a metaphysic and technique of forward dreaming, of which Ernst Bloch’s Das Prinzip Hoffnung is an 
inspired statement.’” (Wronoski, in his Lame Duck General Catalog, June 1998) 

 
Absolutely pristine copies in original dark blue cloth with very good dust jackets (minor chipping to some edges). All three 
dust jackets very lightly sunned on spines. Front jacket of volume 3 with some sun discoloration. A difficult set of books to 
assemble due to the place, time and political climate in which it was published. Rare in dust jackets. Overall, a beautiful set.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

MARTIN HEIDEGGER 
(1889-1967) 

58.                Heidegger’s First Published Book 
 

Die Kategorien- und Bedeutungslehre des Duns Scotus (The Categories 
and Meaning of Duns Scotus), J. C. B. Mohr (Paul Siebeck), Tübingen, 1916. 
Original wraps + TP + Dedication page + [i] = Vorwort + [iii] = Inhalt + [1]-245, 
Octavo. First Edition. 

 $ 750 
 

A first edition of Heidegger’s first regularly published book, his habilitationshrft 
which earned him accreditation as a university lecturer.  
 
Heidegger “finally obtained his doctorate from the faculty of philosophy at 
Freiburg in July 1913 with a dissertation, The Doctrine of the Judgment in 
Psychologism, that showed Brentano’s influence. Two years later, in 1915, under 
the direction of Heinrich Rickert (1863-1926), the leader of the neo-Kantian 
school of Bade, he received his habilitation on the strength of a study of Duns 
Scotus’s doctrine of categories and meaning.” (Delacampagne, p. 70) 

 
Original printed tan wraps. Former owner’s purple ink-stamp to lower right corner of 
front cover (“Dr. W. Klasmeier / Nürnberg / Lenbachstraße 4”). Spine chipped on top 
1” – not affecting lettering on the spine. Klasmeier’s same three-line ink sta mp to lower right corner of title page along with a 
single line ink stamp (“Wilhelm Klasmeier”) to top right corner of dedication page and the first Inhalt page: Very occasional, 
light pencil marginalia. Overall a fairly well preserved copy of this fragile and uncommon book.  
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59.                    Struggling with the Basic Issues of Human Existence  
from Two World-class Philosophical Perspectives 

 

Kant und Das Problem der Metaphysik (Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics), Friedrich Cohen, Bonn, 1929. Half-
title + TP + 1 leaf = Dedication page + [VII]-XII + [1]-236, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 750 
 

Intended as a second part to Sein und Zeit, Kant und das Problem der Metaphysik is regarded by many to be one of the 
most important readings of Kant's Critik der Reinen Vernunft as well as one of the most important of Heidegger’s texts.  
 
Most philosophers read Kant’s Critique in purely epistemological terms. Kant’s “Copernican Revolution” was a revolution 
of our understanding of how we know. Heidegger disagrees and here he re-presents Kant’s Copernican Revolution as a 
revolution of what we know as Dasein (Being-There that Knows, understands, interprets…), framing his Critique in terms 
of metaphysics rather than epistemology.  
 
For Heidegger, metaphysics is that fundamental ontology which is the metaphysics of Dasein in Being and Time. 
“Heidegger's interpretation of Kant remains a challenging way to address the issues that both Kant and Heidegger saw as 
crucial...In reading [Kant and the Problem of Metaphysics] we can struggle with some basic issues of human existence in 
the company of two great minds” (International Philosophical Quarterly). 

 
Original printed grey wraps in fine condition. Completely uncut. Contemporary newspaper review by Dr. Arthur Liebert laid 
in with some slight discoloration to front half-title. A magnificently fresh and beautiful wraps copy.  
 
 
60.                                    What for? Where to? What then? 

Heidegger Revisits and Amplifies His Views on Metaphysics 
 

Einfuhrung in die Metaphysik (An Introduction to Metaphysics), 
Max Niemeyer, Tubingen, 1953. TP + 1 leaf = Inhalt + 1-[157] + 1 blank 
leaf, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 275 
 

What for? Where to? What then? Heidegger’s “famous question” – 
actually three questions – was first presented in his summer of 1935 
lectures at the University of Freiburg. They were later published in this 
book as a sort of supplement to his much more forbidding Being and 
Time. 

Heidegger's Introduction to Metaphysics doesn’t just revisit the 
questions he addressed in his 1929 book on Kant (see the item above), 
but also includes a powerful reinterpretation of Greek thought, a 
sweeping vision of Western history, and a glimpse of the reasons behind 
his support of the Nazi Party in the 1930s.  
 
Heidegger tries to reawaken the "question of Being" by challenging 
some of the most enduring prejudices embedded in Western philosophy 
and in our everyday practices and language.  
 
Furthermore, he relates this question to the insights of Greek tragedy 
into the human condition and to the political and cultural crises of 
modernity.  

 
Original printed wraps. Minor soiling to the exterior, but otherwise a fine and 
clean copy of this important work.  

 
 
 



 

61.          “as important as Being and Time … perhaps his most exciting book” 
 

Was Heisst Denken? (What is Thinking?), Max Niemeyer, Tubingen, 1954. 
TP + [i] = Dedication page + [iii]= Inhalt + [v] = Vorbemerkung + 1-[175], 
Octavo. First Edition. 

 $ 275 
 

"For an acquaintance with the thought of Heidegger, What Is Called 
Thinking? is as important as Being and Time. It is the only systematic 
presentation of the thinker's late philosophy and . . . it is perhaps the most 
exciting of his books."                                                            - Hannah Arendt 
 
From the Introduction: 

 

We come to know what it means to think when we ourselves try to 
think. If the attempt is to be successful, we must be ready to learn 
thinking. 
 
As soon as we allow ourselves to become involved in such learning, we 
have admitted that we are not yet capable of thinking. 
 
Yet man is called the being who can think, and rightly so. Man is the 
rational animal. Reason, ratio, evolves in thinking. Being the rational 
animal, man must be capable of thinking if he really wants to. Still, it 
may be that man wants to think, but can’t. Perhaps he wants too much 
when he wants to think, and so can do too little.  
 

Original printed wraps with lettering on front cover and spine. A really excellent 
copy of this important work by Heidegger. 
 
62.              Heidegger Sums Up a Lifetime Contemplating Nietzsche 
 

Nietzsche. Neske, Stuttgardt, 1961. Volume 1: Half title + TP + [5] 
= Inhalt + [7] = Quote page + 9-[662] + [664] = Printer’s 
information; Volume 2: Half title + TP + [5] = Inhalt + 7-493 + 
[494] = Printer’s information, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 450 
 

First edition of Heidegger's reading of Nietzsche, in which he 
perversely insists, though not without interesting results, on 
treating Nietzsche's unpublished writings as the repository of his 
truest thoughts. Heidegger viewed the posthumously published 
notes and fragments of Nietzsche’s Will to Power as representative 
of the culmination (and conclusion) of Western Metaphysics.  
 
According to this view, Nietzsche’s Ubermensch embodied the 
end product of Protagoras’ “Man is the measure of all things” – a 
humanity that bends the environment and the world around him to 
his own ends.  
 
This Heideggerian critique of Nietzsche (and what many would 
identify as a misreading of Nietzsche) seems ironic given 
Heidegger’s own political affiliation with the Third Reich – a 
political entity that also identified with this same misreading of 
Nietzsche, yet one Heidegger himself embraced.  
 
Regardless of one’s own views, this is one of the most penetrating 
and influential later interpretations of Nietzsche’s thought.  
 

Near fine in original publisher’s cloth and dust jackets. Occasional light pencil marginalia throughout – most especially in 
volume 1. Otherwise a truly gorgeous copy of this Nietzschean work by Heidegger.  



 

RUDOLF CARNAP 
(1891-1970) 

63.                 Carnap's First Book 
(from his Doctoral Dissertation) 

in ORIGINAL WRAPPERS 
 

Der Raum. Ein Beitrag zur Wissenschaftslehre, (Space. A Contribution to 
the Theory of Science). Reuther & Reichard, Berlin, 1922. TP + 1 leaf = Inhalt 
+ [5]-87, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 750 
 

After service in World War I, Carnap resumed his studies and in 1921 obtained 
his doctorate in philosophy at Jena, with a thesis entitled Der Raum: Ein Beitrag 
zur Wissenschaftlehre (Space: A Contribution to the Theory of Science), which 
was published the following year as a monograph in Kant-Studien Nr. 56.  
 
The thesis analyzed the differences in logical character between the 
mathematical, physical, and intuitive (or psychological) concepts of space and 
sought to trace differences of opinion concerning 'space' to the fact that the term 
had a different meaning for mathematicians, for physicists, for philosophers and 
for psychologists. 
 
“Although the monograph cannot, of course, be regarded as a developed formulation of logical positivism, it already 
contained many of the chief elements of Carnap's philosophical thought - in particular, a tendency to look on philosophical 
disputes as being largely due to failure to analyze logically the concepts employed, and a commitment to a basic empiricism 
supplemented by the methods of modern logic and mathematics." (EP, II, p. 26)  

 
Original wraps, very slightly darkened around the edges. The narrow spine is splitting along the bottom for about 2" but 
Carnap's full name and the number 56 are eminently readable along with the title, "Der Raum." An uncut copy in remarkable 
condition for so delicate a publication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

64.    The Quarrel Between Idealism  
and Realism is Merely 
a “Pseudo-Problem” 

 

Scheinprobleme in der Philosophie: Das 
Fremdpsychische und der Realismusstreit (Pseudo 
Problems in Philosophy: Other Minds and the Realism 
Controversy), Weltkreis-Verlag, Berlin-Schlachtensee, 1928. 
TP + [3] = Inhalt + 5-46 + [47]-[48] = advertisements, Octavo. 
First Edition. 

$ 300 
 

Published in the same year as the Aufbau, Carnap, “largely 
influenced by Wittgenstein, moved from skeptical neutrality 
regarding metaphysics to radical opposition. The 
[Scheinprobleme] argued that metaphysical problems in general, 
and the problem of realism and idealism in particular, must be 
characterized as pseudo problems. This view soon came to 
prevail in the Vienna Circle” (EP, II, p. 27). 

 
Original publisher’s wraps with red and black lettering on the front 
cover and black and white printing to the other three sides. There is 
a 3/4” piece missing from the upper spine and the area of chipping 
also extends about 3/8” into the front cover and is lifting on the rear 
cover to the same degree. With an original prospectus tipped in. 
Overall, a clean, tight, bright and lovely copy of this typically very 
fragile pamphlet. 
 
 
65.    Carnap’s Second Major Work –  

The Reconstruction of the Logic of Science 
 

Logische Syntax der Sprache (The Logical Syntax of 
Language), Julius Springer, Wien, 1934. TP + [III]-VII = 
Vorwort + IX-XI = Inhalt + [1]-274 + [275]-[276] = Publisher’s 
advertisements, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 850 
 

“This exceptionally complex work attempted to carry out the 
positive part of the program sketched in ‘The Overcoming of 
Metaphysics by the Logical Analysis of Language.’ 
Metaphysics having been eliminated, and the very word 
philosophy having been gotten rid of (as Neurath wished), it 
remained to reconstruct the ‘logic of science’ – the syntax of 
scientific language – that was to replace metaphysics. Because 
syntactic propositions, no less than logical propositions, needed 
to be rigorously analyzed, the syntax had to be elaborated in 
terms of the language of science itself. This… is the task Carnap 
sets for himself at the beginning of the book.”  

(Delacampagne, p. 109) 
 
Original printed tan wraps, a bit worn and with one small bit of the 
lower front corner missing. The spine is noticeably darker than the 
front or rear wraps. Uncut and unopened. Overall, a lovely copy of 
this important work in its original state.  
 
 
 



 

66.   A Presentation Copy of  His First 
         Work to be Translated into English 
 

Einheitswissenschaft (The Unity of Science). Verlag Gerold 
& Co., Wien, 1934. TP + [3] = Inhalt + 5-30, large Octavo. 
First Edition.  

 $ 500 
 

With a printed gift card stating “Überreicht vom Verfasser” 
(Gift from the Author) followed by the author's Prague 
address which has been affixed to the title page with an 
ancient (and rusted) paper clip.  
 
A book largely concerned with the analysis of linguistic 
forms and the inherent limitations of language. Based on the 
belief that statements are meaningful only if they are 
empirically verifiable, in The Unity of Science Carnap 
endeavors to work out a way in which the observation 
statements required for verification are not private to the 
observer. The work shows the strong influence of 
Wittgenstein, Russell and Frege. 

 
In publisher’s original light tan wrappers. A bit worn – especially 
at the top of the spine. There is a small former-owner’s stamp to 
the inside front cover (“From the / Books of / Gruner”) and the 
rusting from the title page’s paper clip has lightly stained the 
inside of this front cover (as it has the top of the Inhalt page. Still 
a remarkably well preserved presentation copy of this short but 
influential book by Carnap.  
     
 
67.       A Presentation Copy to W. V. O. Quine 

with Some Notes in His Hand 
 

The Unity of Science. Kegan, Paul, London, 1934. Half title + TP + [5] = Contents 
+ 7-101 + [103]-[104] = Publisher’s advertisements, 12mo. First Edition. 

$ 1,100 
 

First edition of Carnap's first book to be translated into English which is largely 
concerned with the analysis of linguistic forms and the inherent limitations of 

language.  
 
With a gift bookplate stating "gift from the author" in 
German, followed by the author's Prague address. 
(Born in Germany, Carnap eventually became an 
American citizen and taught at the University of 
Chicago and at UCLA.)  
 

With W. V. O. Quine's ownership signature on the front end paper with his full 
name and dated "May, 1934".  On p. 61, Quine has changed "tactile, visual" to 
"tactual auditory". On p. 63, he has changed "tactile" for "tactual", and on p. 69, he 
has underlined the phrase "The question of universality of the physical language is 
quite independent of the vitalist-mechanist controversy." 
 

 
Publisher's original quarter cloth with paper covered boards and a paper label on red spine. With red lettering to the front 
cover. A lovely and important copy – tying together two of the 20th centuries most influential thinkers.  

 
 



 

68.      Carnap Unveils the New Understanding of the Field of Semantics… 
…and Then Shows How That Method Should Be Applied to Logic 

 
 

Introduction to Semantics, Harvard University Press, Cambridge 1942. Half title + TP + [v]-x = Preface + [xi]-xii + 
Contents + half title + [3]-263, Octavo. First Edition. 

 

Formalization of Logic, Harvard University Press, Cambridge 1943. 1 leaf with listing for “Studies in Semantics” titles on 
verso + half title + TP + [vii]-xv = Preface + [vii] -xviii = Contents + half title + [3]-159, Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 750 
 

VOLUME ONE OF THE “STUDIES 
IN SEMANTICS” SERIES: “This 
volume is a systematic introduction to 
the new field of semantics, the theory 
of the relation between the signs of a 
language and what is designated by 
them – in short, the theory of 
meaning… In this volume Dr. Carnap 
draws an exact distinction between 
logical and factual truth; shows that 
logic, regarded as the theory of 
deduction, can be constructed as a 
branch of semantics; and finally, 
analyses the relation between formal 
systems of calculi – as they are used, 
e.g., in the form of postulate systems in 
logic, mathematics, and science – on 
the one hand and possible 
interpretations by which meaning is 
assigned to them, on the other hand.” 
(from the front dust flap) 

 
VOLUME TWO OF THE “STUDIES 
IN SEMANTICS” SERIES: “Applying 
to an analysis of logic the methods of 
semantics explained and systematically 
developed in the preceding volume, 
this book raise the question of whether 
modern symbolic logic has actually 
reached its aim of a full normalization, 
as most logicians now seem to believe. 
In other words, do the formal systems 
which are generally accepted today 
actually represent a full formalization 
of the logic of meaning as an 
interpretive system? To this question, 
Dr. Carnap give a negative answer. 
Positively, he construct a new logical calculus, which represents such a full formalization, with the help of the new concepts 
not used in earlier systems. That the formalization is complete is shown by proving that for this calculus no other 
interpretation than the normal one, i.e. the one in terms of the accepted logic of meaning, is possible. The book is not meant 
for beginners in logic; it presupposes a knowledge of the material in the preceding volume and some knowledge of the 
elements of symbolic logic. (from the front dust flap) 

 
INTRODUCTION: Publisher’s original blue cloth with gilt lettering to spine. Original dust jacket with just a bit of sunning to 
the spine. A clean, tight and bright copy. 
 
FORMALIZATION: Publisher’s original blue cloth with gilt lettering to the spine. Original dust jacket with just a bit of light 
soiling and wear to the top edge and the corners. With an ink inscription to the front fly leaf: “Paul Henle / From Jeanne / Aug 
1943”. Otherwise, a lovely unmarked copy. 
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