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Poetry 
 
 

1                A Collection of Transcendentalist Poetry by Bronson Alcott 
 

ALCOTT, A. Bronson. Sonnets and Canzonets, Robers Brothers, Boston, 1882. 1 blank leaf +TP + [iii]-iv = Contents + [5]-
149 + 1 blank leaf. Small Octavo. First Edition.  

$225 
 

Today, Alcott is best known for having fathered Louisa May Alcott – the author of Little Women and over 20 other popular 
works of fiction. But in his own day, Alcott was justly famous as an educator, abolitionist, poet and as a prominent member of 
the New England school of Transcendentalism. Late in life, he published four books – of which this is the last. The book opens 
with an essay by Alcott on poetry followed by his sonnets and ‘canzonets’ on the right page with favorite quotes from other 
authors on the left.  

 
Bound in the original brown cloth with embossed black illustrations on the front cover along with gilt lettering. The spine 
also has gilt lettering for the author and title and is very lightly worn top and bottom. With a near contemporary gift 
inscription on the first blank leaf. Overall, a lovely copy of this book.  

 
 

 2                    “And Fired the Shot Heard Round the World” 
 

EMERSON, Ralph Waldo. Poems, James Munroe and Company, Boston, 1847. 1 blank leaf + [1]-4 = Publisher’s ads dated 
January 1, 1847 + TP + [3]-251 + 1 blank leaf. Small Octavo. First Issue of First American Edition, Myerson A18.2 a. 

 

$1,000 
Binding A with cream glazed boards. Preceded by the London edition. 
 
Emerson’s first book of poem – including his most famous, “Hymn: Sung at the Completion of the Concord Monument”:  

 
By the rude bridge that arched the flood, 
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled, 
Here once the embattled farmers stood, 
And fired the shot hear round the world. 

 
Original cream boards with worn though all-but-unreadable paper spine label. Spine chipped – ¾” on top and 1” on bottom. 
Original owner’s ink inscription to front fly leaf in delicate lettering: “Caroline Whitmarsk / from her friend / Ned (?) Keith 
/ September 1847.” Overall, a remarkably well-preserved copy in original binding. 



 

 

Science 
 
 

3                     The Single Most Important Book Published in the 19th Century  
    …and, perhaps, ever since! 

 

DARWIN, Charles. On the Origin of Species by Means of Natural Selection, or the Preservation of Favoured Races in the 
Struggle for Life. John Murray, London, 1859. Half title [with two quotes and date on verso] + TP + [v]-ix = Contents + [1]-502 
+ [1]-32 = Publisher’s Advertisements, with folding diagram following page 116, Octavo. First Edition, First Issue.       
Freeman 373.  

$110,000 
 

"A TURNING POINT, NOT ONLY IN THE HISTORY OF SCIENCE, BUT IN THE HISTORY OF IDEAS IN GENERAL" (DSB) 
 

Is there even a single credible candidate for a more influential 
and important book that has been published in the past 150 
years? (At one time, Das Kapital might have been a contender, 
but the days of its historical impact have now clearly come and 
gone.) In the meantime, Darwin’s brilliant theory of evolution 
has had the most profound impact on almost every corner of our 
intellectual landscape and it provides the foundational 
perspective for our modern world view. Still readable and 
gripping, this world-historical text easily ranks among the most 
important books published since Gutenberg invented his 
printing press in the mid-1450s.  
 
Although some key observations and findings from the voyage 
of the Beagle acted as his initial inspiration, Darwin's ideas 
about the beneficial mutation of species did not coalesce into his 
theory of evolution until he read Thomas Malthus's Essay on the 
Principle of Population during the latter half of 1838. The 
theory which Malthus applied to humans made it clear to 
Darwin that with species in general, competition left only those 
who were best adapted to biological life. Important – and one of 
the reasons that Darwin procrastinated so long with his 
publication – is the fact that the randomness of this process 
made it irreconcilable with higher design, causing the 
predictable religious controversy that has not yet subsided, even 
150 years later.  
 
In June of 1842, Darwin completed a 35-page sketch of his 
evolutionary theory. By February of 1844, he had converted this 
into a coherent 231-page essay. There was then a 10-year break 
until late in 1854 when, having finally finished his barnacle 
volumes, Darwin returned to collating his notes on the evolution 
of species. On 14 May 1856, after consulting Charles Lyell, he 
began writing an extended treatise aimed at his peers. By March 
of 1858 "Natural Selection" was two thirds complete at 250,000 
words, the whole book projected to run to three volumes.  
 

Then in June of 1858, Darwin received a letter about evolution from Alfred Russell Wallace, who had arrived at similar 
conclusions independently. This led to papers on the subject by both scientists being read to the Linnean Society of London on 
July 1, 1858 (PMM 344a). To stay ahead of the field, Darwin now had to publish more rapidly. Urged on by Hooker, he wrote 
an "abstract" of "Natural Selection," finishing a manuscript of 155,000 words in April 1859. The book, stripped of references 
and academic paraphernalia, was aimed not at the specialists, but directly at the reading public. Finally published as The Origin 
of Species on 24 November 1859 with a print run of 1250 copies, it expounded a theory of evolution that was recognizably 
superior and of infinitely greater impact than all previous hypotheses in explaining biological diversity.  



 

 

The publisher, Murray, gave Darwin an advance copy early in November and presentation copies were sent out on November 
11th or shortly thereafter. Only 1,192 of the 1,250 copies were available to the book trade and Darwin famously wrote to his 
friend, Lyell, on November 24, 1859: “This morning I heard also from Murray that he sold the whole edition the first day to the 
trade.” 

 
Printing and the Mind of Man, 344b 

 
In beautifully preserved, original green cloth covers decorated in blind stamp with a gilt spine [Freeman variant b]. The text 
block of the book has been recased preserving the original text and covers, but with the endpapers renewed. (The original 
free endpapers have been preserved and loosely inserted.) The original binder's ticket has also been preserved on the rear 
pastedown. There is one very minor blemish at the foot of the spine. The half-title comes with the requisite two quotations 
from Whewell and Bacon on the verso. A folding lithographic diagram by William West (after Darwin) is bound in to face 
page 117. The 32-page publisher's catalogue at the end is dated June 1859 [Freeman variant 3]. The book comes in a 
slightly worn, modern half-red morocco gilt slipcase.  
 
 

4           First Edition of Einstein’s Landmark Announcement of General Relativity 
The Compliment to His 1905 Paper on Special Relativity 

 
EINSTEIN, Albert. Die Grundlage der allgemeinen Relativitätstheorie (The Foundation of the General Theory of 

Relativity), Johann Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig, 1916 in Annalen der Physik, Band 49, Heft 7. Original Wraps (repaired) + [769]-
880 + Tafel V-IX3-64, Octavo. First Edition, Journal Issue, Weil 80. 

 
$3,800 

 

Einstein published his revolutionary work on Special Relativity 
during his ‘miracle year’ of 1905. Eleven years later, he expanded 
the scope of those concepts dramatically with this landmark paper on 
General Relativity.  
 
“Soon after his arrival in Berlin, Einstein published his general 
theory of relativity (the main paper being ‘Die Grundlage der 
allgemeinen Relativitätstheorie.’ in Annalen der Physik, August 
1916, 769-822). This marked a major advance beyond the classical 
gravitational theory of Newton. One of the predictions of the new 
theory concerned the deflection of light in a gravitational field. In 
particular, a ray of light coming from a star and passing near the sun 
should be deflected through an angle of about 1.75 seconds of arc. 
This prediction was tested by two British eclipse expeditions during 
the solar eclipse of May 1919, and the result appeared to be in good 
accord with Einstein’s theory. The report of the British astronomers 
to the Royal Society in London later that year laid the foundations for 
Einstein’s world fame. In November 1922 he was awarded the Nobel 
prize.” (Encyclopedia of Philosophy, Vol. II, pp. 468-9) 

 
With an inserted single-sheet “Programme” from an October 3, 1933 
presentation at the Royal Albert Hall in London featuring ten 
speakers including Lord Rutherford and Einstein. This sheet has 
some very light pencil notations in English and what appears to be 
shorthand. This presentation was just ten months after Hitler came to 
power – by which time Einstein had already left Germany. 
 
Printing and the Mind of Man, 408 
 

With the original printed wraps trimmed and reconstructed by 
positioning them on matching wraps material – with a 2” open 
tear to the front cover. A rather pretty copy of this landmark 
work in its original journal issue.  



 

 

5                                              From the Inventor of the Geiger Counter 
 

GEIGER, H[ans] & MAKOWER, W[alter]. Practical Measurements in Radio-Activity, Longmans, Green, and Co., 
London, 1912. Half title + TP + [v]-vi = Preface + [vii]-ix = Contents + [1]-151, Octavo. First Edition.  

$325 
 

Johannes (Hans) Wilhelm Geiger (September 30, 1882 – September 24, 1945) was a German physicist who is best-known as the 
co-inventor of the Geiger counter, and for the Geiger-Marsden experiment which discovered the atomic nucleus.  
 
In 1902 Geiger began studying physics and mathematics in University of Erlangen and was awarded a doctorate in 1906. In 
1907 he began work with Ernest Rutherford at the University of Manchester where, together, they created the Geiger counter in 
1908. In 1911 Geiger and John Mitchell Nuttall discovered the Geiger-Nuttall law (or rule) and performed experiments that led 
to Rutherford's atomic model. In 1928 Geiger and his student Walther Müller created an improved version of the Geiger 
counter, the Geiger-Müller counter.  
 
Geiger’s collaborator on this book, Walter Makower, graduated from University College, London, where he took honors in 
chemistry; but going to Cambridge as a research student under Thomson effected his transformation into a physicist, and his 
M.A. was for a thesis on the diffusion properties of radium emanation (radon).  

 
Original blue cloth binding with embossed title and surrounding borders. Top right cover corner lightly chipped as is the 
top of the sunned spine. With the dated inscription (January 1920) of Louise Sherwook McDonell on the inside front fly 
leaf. Internally fine. 
 
 

6                                      Rutherford’s Nobel Prize Winning Book 
 

RUTHERFORD, Ernest. Radio-Activity, Cambridge University Press, 
Cambridge, 1904. 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + Dedication page + [vii]-viii = 
Preface + [ix] = Table of Contents + [x] = Abbreviations & Errata + [1]-399  + 2 
leaves [4 pp.] = Advertisements. Octavo. First Edition.  

$900 
 

 “The phenomena exhibited by the radio-active bodies are extremely complicated, 
and some form of theory is essential in order to connect in an intelligible manner 
the mass of experimental facts that have now been accumulated. I have found the 
theory that the atoms of the radio-active bodies are undergoing spontaneous 
disintegration, extremely serviceable not only in correlating the known 
phenomena, but also in suggesting new lines of research.” (from the Preface) 
 
Indeed… in 1908, Rutherford was awarded the Nobel Prize in Chemistry for his 
"investigations into the disintegration of the elements, and the chemistry of 
radioactive substances." According to the DSB, this book was the "first textbook 
on the subject and recognized as a classic at its publication in 1904."  
 
In the course of his career, Rutherford also “discovered and named alpha and beta 
rays emitted from radioactive salts and predicted that disintegration of some 
radioactive elements would generate helium. He also produced in the laboratory 
the first artificial transmutation of one element into another.” (Dibner, Heralds of 
Science, p. 27) 

 
Dibner, Heralds of Science 51; Horblit, Grolier Club, One Hundred Books 
Famous in Science, 91. 

 
Original green cloth binding with gilt lettering on the front cover and the 
spine alone with embossed line decorations. Tips and spine edges very lightly 
worn – the top of the spine more so, with a chip in progress. Foxing to inside 
front fly leaf from previously inserted materials. Just a few occasional pencil 
markings in margins. Overall, a lovely copy of this important work. 
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7 The Rare Offprint of the Most Momentous Biological Breakthrough of the Century 
The Discovery of DNA with the World-Famous First Drawing of the Double Helix 

 
WATSON, James D. & CRICK, Francis H. C. “Molecular Structure of Nucleic Acid” [with] WILKINS, M. F. H., 

STOKES, A. R., & WILSON, H.R.  “Molecular Structure of Deoxypentose Nucleic Acids” [with] FRANKLIN, Rosalind E. 
& GOSLING, R.G. “Molecular Configuration in Sodium Thymonucleate.” (Reprinted from Nature, Vol. 171, p. 737, April 
25, 1953). [London: Macmillan, 1953]. [14] pp., with two photographic illustrations and two diagrams in the text, Octavo.  First 
Edition Offprint. 

 

$15,500 
 

Nobel Prize winning physicist Freeman Dyson recently 
declared that the 21st century would be “the century of 
biology” and that, in the decades ahead, the new and 
exciting discoveries would come from that discipline – 
rather than from physics.  
 
This paper is the reason for that revolution in biology. 
 
Here is the rare offprint, announcing probably the most 
important scientific discovery of the twentieth century – 
the identification of the double helix structure of DNA, 
and the copying mechanism of genetic material.  
 
Watson, Crick, and Wilkins were rightly awarded the 
1962 Nobel Prize “for their discoveries concerning the 
molecular structure of the nucleic acids” – a discovery 
that touched off an entire new way of understanding life 
and the possibilities for its replication.  
 
In concluding their brief paper (it is only three-pages 
long), Watson and Crick concluded with perhaps the 
greatest understatement in the history of science when 
they wrote: “It has not escaped our notice that the 
specific pairing we have postulated immediately 
suggests a possible copying mechanism for the genetic 
material.” This “possible copying mechanism” has 

sparked a modern revolution in life 
sciences and medicine that have not 
even begun to reveal how dramatic 
and far-reaching they will finally be.  
 
This offprint contains the three 
papers relating to the discovery of 
DNA which appeared in the issue of 
Nature for April, 1953.  
 
The format of the offprint is smaller than the journal printing and it is printed in a single column as opposed 
to the journal’s two. Nature was set in Monotype, and an electrotype plate was made from the standing 
type; the journal was printed from the plate and not directly from the type. The offprint was printed from 
the standing type, and is, in effect, a galley proof.  
 
The famous diagram of the double helix (which was designed by Crick’s wife, Odile) is here printed at the 
head of page 2, whereas in the journal it was embedded in the text. (On the left here is the original drawing 
for the workings of the DNA molecular structure.) 
 
We do not know how many offprints were printed, but the number was undoubtedly small. 
 

Stapled at spine as issued. A fine copy, housed in custom quarter-leather clamshell box.         



 

 

Psychology 
 
 

8                            INSCRIBED by FREUD 
          First Edition of the Collected “Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis” 

 

FREUD, Sigmund. Vorlesungen zur Einführung in die Psychoanalyse, (Introductory Lectures on Psychoanalysis), Hugo 
Heller & Cie, Leipzig und Wien, 1917. Half-title + frontis piece to Zweiter Teil + TP [1917] + [VII]-VIII = Vorwort + TP to 
Erster Teil [1916] + [1]-80 + TP to Zweiter Teil [1916] + [81]-270 + TP to Dritter Teil [1917] + [271]-545, Octavo. First Book 
Edition with First Editions copies of all three parts. 

$10,000 
 

Boldly signed in ink on the front free endpaper “Sigm. Freud / 1933” 
 
The Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis is based on a series of 
two-hour talks given by Sigmund Freud at the University of Vienna 
between 1915 and 1917 to initiate both doctors and laypeople into the 
fundamental principles of psychoanalysis. Delivered with the intention 
of publication at a later date, the published Introductory Lectures had 

enormous success, with fifty thousand copies sold in German during Freud's lifetime. Together with the Psychopathology of 
Everyday Life (1901), it was – and still is – Freud's best-known work. 

 
The approach Freud used is that of the public lecture. The Lectures are not 
treatises but simplified expositions of ideas and of the results of established 
research. He provides a number of examples and anecdotes, and devotes a large 
portion of the book to the psycho-pathology of everyday life and dreams, 
subjects of immediate relevance to his audience.  
 
The book is divided into three parts of unequal length. The first, 4-lecture part 
is on parapraxis (what we today refer to as “Freudian slips”), while the second 
and third, which are more fully developed – in 11 and 13 lectures respectively – 
are on dreams and Freud’s general theory of neuroses and the proper ways to 
address them.  
 
Regarding verbal slips, Freud proposes that their relevance lies in the meaning 
of the symptom and, along with that meaning, he introduces two of the prime 
movers of mental life: sexuality and aggressiveness.  
 
In the second section, Freud provides greater details on dreams than ever before 
and attempts to identify and discuss all possible objections to his dream 
theories.  He stresses that only practice and experience can determine the actual 
degree of comprehensibility of the dream and that the "lay public, including the 
scientific lay public, are well known to enjoy making a parade of skepticism 
when faced by the difficulties and uncertainties of a scientific achievement" 
 
The final part is extremely condensed, given the scope of the subjects treated, 
which range from the unconscious to the development of the libido, and 
includes how symptoms are formed and how they can be best be handled during 
psychoanalysis.  
 

Original green cloth with embossed lettering in dark green on the cover and 
a spine label with gilt lettering and borders on a dark green field. Both of 
the covers are lightly sunned across the top and front edges (having been 
otherwise protected by other books that were shelved beside it). Boldly 
signed by Freud in ink on the front free endpaper: “Sigm. Freud / 1933” 
Overall, a lovely inscribed copy of one of Freud’s most popular and 
accessible works. 



 

 

9       A Wraps Copy of One of Freud’s Most Widely Read and Influential Works 
 

FREUD, Sigmund. Das Unbehagen in der Kultur (Civilization and Its Discontents). Internationaler Psychoanalytischer, Wien, 
1930. Half-title + TP + [5]-136. Octavo. First Edition in Original Wraps.  Grinstein 233a. 

$450 
 

One of Freud’s most intensely studied and influential books, 
Civilization and Its Discontents, takes the foundational principles of 
psychoanalysis and applies them to man and his place in society.  
 
Freud, in this seminal book, enumerates his understanding of the 
fundamental tensions that exist between civilization and the individual. 
The primary friction arises from the individual's quest for instinctual 
freedom and civilization's contrary demand for conformity and 
instinctual repression.  
 
Many of humankind's primitive instincts are clearly harmful to the 
well-being of a human community. As a result, civilization creates 
laws that prohibit killing, rape, and adultery, and it implements severe 
punishments if such commandments are broken. This process, argues 
Freud, is an inherent process of civilization that instills perpetual 
feelings of discontent in its citizens. This theory is based on the idea 
that humans have certain characteristic instincts that are immutable. 
Most notable are the desires for sex, and the predisposition to violent 
aggression towards authoritative figures and towards sexual 
competitors. 
 
Freud does not, unfortunately, propose a solution to these conflicts, 
but limits himself to the analysis of the problem.   
 

An untrimmed copy in the original yellow publisher’s printed 
wrappers.  Spine carefully and unobtrusively repaired with tape.  
Otherwise a very good copy of an important book in both 
psychology and philosophy.   

 
 

10           James Distills His Thoughts on Psychology for Teachers and Students 
 

JAMES, William. Talks to Teachers on Psychology, Henry Holt & Co., New York, 1899. 1 leaf with book ads on verso + TP 
+ [iii]-xi + half-title + [3]-301 + 303-305 = book ads + 1 leaf, Octavo.  First Edition, First Printing. McDermott 1899-7. 

$200 
 

James “self-published” this book  -- in the sense that he contracted with a Boston printer to print it and then contracted with Holt 
of New York to distribute it for him. This US edition preceded the UK edition.  There were two printings of this work from the 
same plates distinguishable by their size and by the six dots after the word “Relaxation” in the Table of Contents on page xi. 
This is the first printing with 6 dots and the “large paper edition” copy measuring 7 7/8” x 5 1/2”. (See the Harvard Standard 
Edition of James works, Talks to Teachers, 1983, pp. 266-67.) 
 
A collection of lectures first delivered in the summer of 1892 and then several times later. The "talks" to teachers consist 
essentially of material from James' great Principles of Psychology applied to the art of teaching. Some topics include 
'Psychology and the teaching art', 'The child as a behaving organism' and 'The law of habit'. The three final essays, which James 
called 'Talks to Students', include "the two essays which best express his social creed, 'On a Certain Blindness in Human Beings' 
and 'What Makes A Life Significant?' Their theme is the inherent preciousness of each unique human life, viewed from within; 
the unsuspected presence under a drab exterior, of adventure, courage and emotional warmth; and hence the need of tolerance 
and imaginative sympathy in human relations." (DAB) 

 
Original dark green covers with gilt lettering on front cover and spine. Very light shelf wear. Occasional, light pencil 
markings in margins throughout. Inscription on front free end paper: “Christmas 1899…January 3rd 1900 Harvard 
University…” A very good copy. 



 

 

History 
 
 

11                                              A Source Book for Mormonism? 
 

SMITH, Ethan. View of the Hebrews; Exhibiting the Destruction of Jerusalem; The Certain Restoration of Judah and Israel; 
The Present State of Judah and Israel; and an Address of the Prophet Isaiah Relative to Their Restoration. Smith & Shute, 
Poultney, VT, 1823. 1 blank leaf + TP + [ii] = Registration + [iii]-iv = Introduction + [5]-187, Large 12 mo. First Edition.  

 

$4,200 
 

View of the Hebrews argues that native Americans were descended from the 
Hebrews. Numerous commentators on Mormon doctrine, from LDS Church general 
authority B. H. Roberts to biographer Fawn M. Brodie, have discussed the 
possibility that View of the Hebrews may have provided source material for the Book 
of Mormon – which Mormons believe was translated from ancient golden plates 
discovered by Joseph Smith, Jr.  
 
The author of View is unrelated to Joseph Smith. He was a New England 
Congregationalist clergyman who served congregations in New Hampshire, 
Vermont, and Massachusetts. He died in Royalston, Massachusetts in 1849.  At one 
point, Smith lived in Poultney, Vermont, the same town as Oliver Cowdery, who 
later acted as Joseph Smith's scribe for the Book of Mormon. Ethan Smith also 
pastored the Congregational church that Cowdery's family attended from 1821 to 
1826 while he was writing View of the Hebrews.  
 

The first edition of Ethan Smith's View of the Hebrews was published in 1823, and a 
second expanded edition appeared in 1825. Ethan Smith's theory was that Native 
Americans were descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, who had disappeared 
after being taken captive by the Assyrians in the 8th century BC. Smith's speculation 
took flight from a verse in the Apocrypha, 2 Esdras 13:41, which says that the Ten 
Tribes traveled to a far country, "where never mankind dwelt" — which Smith 
interpreted to mean America. During Smith's day speculation about the Ten Lost 
Tribes was heightened both by a renewed interest in biblical prophecy and by the 
belief that the aboriginal peoples who had been swept aside by Europeans settlers 
could not have created the sophisticated burial mounds found in North America. 
Smith attempted to rescue Indians from the contemporary mound builder myth by 

making native Americans "potential converts worthy of salvation." "If our natives be indeed from the tribes of Israel," Smith 
wrote, "American Christians may well feel, that one great object of their inheritance here, is, that they may have a primary 
agency in restoring those 'lost sheep of the house of Israel.'" 

 
It has been argued that there are significant parallels between View of the Hebrews and the Book of Mormon. In 1922 B. H. 
Roberts, a prominent LDS apologist and historian, was asked to answer non-believer's five critical questions by LDS Apostle 
James E. Talmage. It is unclear when Roberts first learned of the View of the Hebrews or what motivated him to make the 
comparison, but he produced a confidential report that summarized eighteen points of similarity between the two works. 
 
In a letter to LDS Church president Heber J. Grant and other church officials, Roberts urged "all the brethren herein addressed 
becoming familiar with these Book of Mormon problems, and finding the answer for them, as it is a matter that will concern the 
faith of the youth of the Church now as also in the future, as well as such casual inquirers as may come to us from the outside 
world." Roberts' list of parallels included: 
 

• extensive quotation from the prophecies of Isaiah in the Old Testament  
• the Israelite origin of the American Indian  
• the future gathering of Israel and restoration of the Ten Lost Tribes  
• peopling of the New World from the Old by a long journey northward which encountered "seas" of "many waters"  
• a religious motive for the migration  
• the division of the migrants into civilized and uncivilized groups with long wars between them and the eventual 

destruction of the civilized by the uncivilized  
• the assumption that all native peoples were descended from Israelites and their languages from Hebrew  
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• the burial of a "lost book" with "yellow leaves"  
• the description of extensive military fortifications with military observatories or "watch towers" overlooking them  
• a change from monarchy to republican forms of government  
• the preaching of the gospel in ancient America 

 
Roberts continued to affirm his faith in the divine origins of the Book of Mormon until his death in 1933, but as Terryl Givens 
has written, "a lively debate has emerged over whether his personal conviction really remained intact in the aftermath of his 
academic investigations." 
 
Fawn Brodie, the first important historian to write a non-hagiographic biography of Joseph Smith, believed that Smith's theory 
of the Hebraic origin of the American Indians came "chiefly" from View of the Hebrews. "It may never be proved that Joseph 
saw View of the Hebrews before writing the Book of Mormon", wrote Brodie in 1945, "but the striking parallelisms between the 
two books hardly leave a case for mere coincidence."  On the other hand, Mormon apologists argue that the parallels between 
the works are weak, over-emphasized, or non-existent.  

 
Contemporary full calf with gilt lettering on red field spine label. Bookplate to inside cover. Contemporary signature 
(Adam Hodgson) to first blank leaf. Small, repaired tear to top of page [5]. Overall, a lovely copy of an interesting piece of 
Americana. 
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12                                                      INSCRIBED by the AUTHOR  
                     The King’s Doctor Makes a “Practical Application of Metaphysical Subjects” 

 
 

ABERCROMBIE, John. Inquiries concerning the Intellectual Powers and the Investigation of Truth, Waugh & Innes, 
Edinburgh, 1830. 3 blank leaves + half title + TP + [v]-xv = Contents + [1]-435 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition.  

 

$600 
 

Inscribed on the half-title page: “With best Compts / from the 
Author” 
 
Abercrombie was a Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians of 
Edinburgh, and first Physician to His Majesty of Scotland. 
According to McCosh, he was “the most eminent Scotch physician 
of his time, being distinguished for his great skill and judgment. He 
wrote a number of medical works, treating of the brain, spinal cord, 

and of disease.” (McCosh, p. 406) This is his first and most popular work on metaphysics which passed through many editions.  
 

“[Abercrombie] proceeds throughout on the method of Reid, and his treatises summarize some of the best results of the 
philosophy of Scotland. They are also valuable for the admirably reported cases illustrative of the influence of mind on body 
and body on mind. Nor is it to be omitted that there runs through all his works a vein of evangelical piety, decisive and 
outspoken without being offensive.”  

 
“…In his ‘Intellectual Powers’, he begins with stating what he regards as the object of science: it is to observe facts and trace 
their relations. He here treats of cause and effect, which he confounds with the uniformity of nature. He makes our belief in it an 
original instinct, but awkwardly brings observation and inference as involved in it. He distinguishes, in the manner of Reid and 
Stewart, between physical and efficient cause, regarding the former as the only object of philosophic inquiry. He opposes 
materialism, but not very effectively. He then treats of the faculties of the mind arranging them: sensation and perception, 
consciousness and reflection, memory, abstraction, imagination, reason or judgment. Under the last he treats of first truths. But 
by far the most interesting and useful parts of his works are those in which he treats of the practical application of metaphysical 
subjects, as, for instance, of the laws of investigation, of fallacies, attention.” (McCosh, pp. 406/7) 

 
Bound in an early 20th century half-leather binding with green marbled boards. Leather tips and spine areas outlined in gilt. 
Spine with five raised bands, gilt decorations and date along with gilt title lettering (slightly chipped) on a red field.  
Overall, a very pretty copy of this work from the late Scottish Enlightenment period. 
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13                          A Game of Logic from the Creator of “Alice in Wonderland” 
 

CARROLL, Lewis. The Game of Logic, MacMillan and Co., London, 1887. Half title + Frontispiece with tissue overlay + TP 
+ [i] = Dedication page with “Nota Bene” on verso + [iii] = Preface + [v] = Contents + [1]-96 + [98]-[99] = Publisher’s ads for 
“Works by Lewis Carroll,” Octavo. Also included here are the game board of “Logic” along with all nine of the original 
‘counters’ – in their original envelope which is dated 1887. First Published Edition. 

$1,200 
 

Like his earlier Alice in Wonderland, Carroll’s The Game of Logic comes with a checkered and somewhat confusing publication 
history. The book (along with the game board and 9 counters) was originally printed late in 1886 by E. Baxter in Oxford. This 
printing failed to meet the author’s rigorous standards, and he rejected these copies as unsuitable for public issue.  
 
Carroll then enlisted Richard Clay and Sons of London to reprint the book in early 1887, requesting that 50 copies of the Baxter 
printing be “bound, as already ordered” and these 1886 copies are referred to as the “first private edition.” The remaining 450 
copies of the Baxter printing were supposed to be sold into America – although it is not clear that this actually happened. The 
copy offered here is one of the 1887 Clay copies – which contains variations in the text and collation when compared to the 
Baxter printing.  
 
Carroll’s contemporary diary entry is illuminating: “5 Dec 1886: The printing of The Game of Logic… has not been a success; 
and I wrote today to Macmillan my decision to have it printed again by Clay, for England, and send these 500 to America – just 
what happened in ’65 with Alice when the first 2000, done at the University Press, turned out so bad that I condemned them to 
the same fate.”  
 
In his letter to Macmillan, Carroll noted that: “they will do very well for the Americans, who ought not to be very particular as 
to the quality, as they insist on having books for very cheap.” In the same letter, he also noted that: “I would rather that these 
Oxford copies were not sold in England at all… [but] they must not begin to be sold in America until the English Edition is 
ready” (The Lewis Carroll Handbook, Williams, Madan and Green, 1979, p. 132). 
 

Original red cloth with ornate gilt lettering to the front cover and on the spine. The spine is just a bit faded. Laid in is an 
envelope – see photo above – containing the game board and the original counters; four pink and five grey.. (NOTE: since 
these pieces are small, most copies found today are missing one or more of these counters.) A very good copy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

14                                                     “I Think Therefore I Am” 
The Second Edition of Descartes Brilliant “Meditations”  

Laying the Foundations of Modern Philosophy! 
 

DESCARTES, Rene. Meditationes de prima Philosophia, in quibus Dei existentia, & animæ humanæ à corpore 
distinctio, demonstrantur ... Cum Responsionibus Authoris. Secunda editio septimis objectionibus antehac non visis 
aucta. (Meditations on First Philosophy, in which the existence of God and the distinction between the human spirit and the 
body are demonstrated), [two works in one volume – as issued] Amsterdam: Ludovicus Elzevirium. 1642. 2 blank leaves + TP + 
verso of TP = Errata + [i]-[xi] = Epistola + [xii]-[xviii] = Præfatio ad Lectorem + 1-496 [bound with] Objectiones Septimæ in 
Meditationes de Prima Philosophia cum notis Authoris, Amsterdam: Ludovicus Elzevirium. 1642. TP + 3-212 + 4 blank 
leaved. 12 mo. Second Edition of the Meditationes, First Edition of the Objectiones Septimæ.  

$4,800 
 

The first edition of Descartes’ Meditations was published in Paris in 1641 – presenting the most detailed explanation of his 
metaphysical system. The six meditations follow Descartes as he categorically doubts everything he knows and then tries to 
discover a method whereby he can establish what, if anything, can be known with certainty. This book – along with the earlier 
presentation (Discours, 1637) of roughly the same ideas – was the foundational moment in Modern Philosophy and a seismic 
event in the history of Western ideas.  
 
That first edition also contained the famous objections that Descartes had received from 
six commentators who had been sent the text of this work before it was published. 
Objections came from the Dutch theologian Johannes Caterus, various "theologians and 
philosophers" gathered by Descartes' friend and principal correspondent, Friar Marin 
Mersenne, the English philosopher Thomas Hobbes, the theologian and logician Antoine 
Arnauld along with the philosopher, Pierre Gassendi.  
 
This second edition – issued a year later – included an additional ‘Seventh Set of 
Objections’ that had been sent to Descartes by the Jesuit, Pierre Bourdin – primarily 
attacking his method of doubt. Descartes presents these objections and responds to them 
(rather scathingly) in the first 138 pages of this second volume while the following 74 
pages is taken up with a letter addressed to the Jesuit, Father Dinet – revisiting and 
rebutting the accusations that had formerly been made against Descartes by his virulent 
Dutch enemy, the Calvinist theologian, Gisbertus Voetius. 
 
The Meditations are still an enjoyable and easy read and their accessibility added greatly 
to the impact which they had upon the 17th century – which can accurately be compared 
to the explosion of a nuclear device. After the Discourse and the Meditations, nothing 
was ever the same again in Western philosophy, psychology or science. 
 

Bound in 19th century vellum over boards with black double-line borders on sides, 
spine in six compartments. There are also black borders and black lettering in the 
second compartment and the imprint in the sixth. Gilt edges with inner gilt dentelles, marbled endpapers, small collection 
stamp on front end paper and coloured bookplate of the Bibliotheque de Mr Jules du Moulin on the inside of the rear board. 
Contemporary owner’s signature on title page. Slightly rubbed and soiled, but, overall, a lovely copy.  

 
 

15          Dewey on the Pragmatic Implications of Logic and Its Applications 
 

DEWEY, John. Essays in Experimental Logic. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1916. Half title + TP + v-vi = 
Prefatory Note + vii = Contents + 1-444, Octavo. First Edition. 

$250 
 

In Essays in Experimental Logic, Dewey presents his concept of logic as the theory of inquiry and his unique and innovative 
development of the relationship of inquiry to experience.  The book marks a crucial point in Dewey’s intellectual development: 
one in which he critically engages idealistic and intuitionist theorists and lays the groundwork for his mature theory of inquiry.  

 
Original maroon cloth with gilt letter on the spine – which is lightly sunned. Former owner’s signature (“Jane Levett”) to 
top corner of front free endpaper. Otherwise a lovely copy of this important work by Dewey.  
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16                   The Book Hegel Considered to Be His Most Important Work! 
The First of Three Ever-Expanding Lifetime Editions 

 

HEGEL, G. W. Encyclopädie der philosophischen Wissenschaften (Encyclopedia of the Philosophical Sciences) August 
Osswald's Universitaetsbuchhandlung, Heidelberg, 1817.  TP + III-XVI + Half-Title + [3]-288, Octavo. First Edition. 
Steinhauer 341. 

$3,750 
 
In 1816, Hegel finally received a University position at Heidelberg where he 
taught the entirety of his new philosophical system –lecturing up to 16 hours 
each week. During the following year, he competed and published his 
Encyclopædia of the Philosophical Sciences.  
 
Hegel himself always considered this to be his most comprehensive and 
important work – an evaluation that most of his contemporaries were in 
agreement with. The books’ subtitle – “For Use in His Lectures”- might imply 
that this was nothing more than a ‘student guide’ but the ambitious and 
expansive text quickly belies this assumption. It is the most complete single 
exposition that Hegel ever published on his philosophy and his method – 
presenting his whole system in very brief outline.  
 
The book is divided into three major sections (Logic, Philosophy of Nature and 
Philosophy of Mind [Geist]), each of which are broken down into three 
subsections. The whole book is organized into 477 numbered paragraphs – a 
teaching device that Hegel regularly used as the basis for discussion and 
extrapolation during his lectures.  
 
Two years later, Hegel was finally called to the premier chair of philosophy in 
Berlin – following Fichte in that position. Here he continued to expand this text 
and in 1827, published a larger version. Finally, in 1830, the year before 
Hegel’s death, an even larger and definitive edition was published 
incorporating extensive notes that had been taken by students.  
 
Original paper-over-boards with a hand written paper spine label. The pages 
are completely untrimmed with beautiful wide margins.  There is a small 
wormhole in bottom margin of last signature (pp. 263-288), not affecting the 
text.  The insides of each cover and the endpapers have copious notes in a 
contemporary hand.  An unsophisticated, but pretty copy.  

 
 

17             Heidegger on Architecture and Man’s ‘Place’ in the Universe 
 

HEIDEGGER, Martin. Hebel der Hausfreund. (Hebel – Friend of the House), Gunter Neske, Pfullingen, 1957. Half-title + 
TP + 7 – 39 + [1] = advertisements, Small Octavo. First Edition. 

 

$200 
 

Heidegger’s extended essay on Johann Hebel in which he explores the meanings of space and our relationship to it – most 
especially through architecture. In typical Heideggerian fashion: "If we think the verb `to dwell' thoroughly and in its essential 
meaning, it designates the way humans accomplish their wandering upon the earth and under the sky from birth to death. This 
journeying is multiform and rich in changes. Everywhere, however, wandering remains the main trait of dwelling as of the 
human stay between earth and sky, between birth and death, between joy and woe, between work and word." (Hebel, 17f.) 

 
Yellow cloth boards with red lettering to front with publisher’s design in red to rear corner.  Very small gold bookplate to 
front paste down along inner hinge.  Tight binding, bright pages.  Previous owner’s name in ink to top of half title.  A very 
good to near fine copy. 



 

 

18          The “A” Printing of One of the Great Causes Célébres of the 18th Century 
and One of the Rarest Printings of an Important Enlightenment Text 

 

HELVÉTIUS, Claude-Adrien. De l'esprit (On the Mind). Durand, Paris, 1758. TP + i-xxii + [1]-643 + [644] = Approbation and 
Privilege du Roi + inserted pages from the “C” Tirage (7/8, 35-38, 59-62, 67-70, 75-78, 139-142, 145-154, 159/160, 169-176, 
187-190, 233/234, 239/240, 227-230, 459-462, 547-550, 603-606) + Arrest du Conseil d’estat du Roy (2 pp.) + Damnatio et 
Prohibitio (4 pp.) + blank leaf + Arrests de la Cour de Parlement  (31 pp.) + Mandement de Monseigneur l’Archeveque de 
Paris (1758 TP + 28 pp.) + Determinatio Sacrae Facultatis Parisiensis (1759 TP + 3-79 pp.) + Lettre traduite de l’Anglois 
(half-title + 1759 TP + 5-48 pp.) + l’Esprit / Chanson (8 pp.). Small Quarto (except for the last insert, Chanson, which is 12 
mo.). First Edition, First Issue (E.1A) pages interleafed into a Second Edition Copy (E.2A) – in order to produce a copy 
conforming to the First Edition, First Issue text that was suppressed by the French Government. (Smith “A” Tirage [1964], 
E.2B [2001]). 

 $30,000 
Including 33 leaves removed from the heavily censored “C” tirage (and, here, 
replaced by the appropriate pages from the original “A” tirage) – along with seven 
important contemporary publications relating to the controversy surrounding this 
book’s publication.  
 
“The publication in 1758 of his principal work, De l’esprit, was noisily 
condemned by the authorities, both ecclesiastical and ministerial, for its 
dangerously heretical and subversive opinions. Suppression of the book signaled a 
grave – but fortunately temporary – setback for the party of philosophes and 
Encyclopedists. Despite the recantations that Helvétius was forced to make 
regarding De l’esprit, he reaffirmed his ideas even more strongly in De L’Homme, 
de ses facultes intellectuelles, et se son education, published posthumously in 
1772.” (EP, Vol. 3, p. 472)  

 
Helvétius continued the work of Condillac by reducing all human understanding 
to sensation or sense-perception. He then took this reductionist psychology and 
erected a utilitarian theory of morality based upon it – making him “one of the 
chief pioneers and promoters of utilitarian moral theory” (Copelston, VI, 1, p. 51). 
Helvétius was a strong defender of the benefits of education and also extremely 
political – attacking all forms of despotism and, in particular, French despotism. 
 
This book comes with a tremendously complicated printing history – the details of 
which have only been clearly defined in the past few years.  

 
In a story worthy of a screenplay, Helvétius convinced Tercier, a friendly (or 
naïve) government censor, to approve his book although Tercier had only given 
the text a cursory inspection. This ruse was discovered at the end of June, 1758, 
by Malesherbes, the directeur de la Librairie, just as the first printing was being 
finished by Nicolas François Moreau. Malesherbes immediately ordered the 
publisher, Durand, to suspend publication of the work and to destroy the typeset 
and the sheets from the book that were deemed to be offensive. [This printing is 
now called E.1A, the first edition, first issue.] 
 
Responding to the criticisms made by a second, newly appointed, government 
censor, Helvétius then wrote new innocuous text passages of the appropriate 
length to replace the suppressed passages. These new leaves were then printed and 
inserted into the already printed book – replacing those that had been removed and 
destroyed. With these changes, De l’esprit was finally published on July 27, 1758. 
Once again there was a furor over the book, but this time it was much more public 
and involved complaints from both the Queen and the Dauphin. Malesherbes 
ordered the book to be withdrawn from sale and revoked the work’s privilege on 
August 10, 1758 – just two weeks after its original publication date. [This 
printing is now called E.1B, the first edition, second issue.]  
 
By this time, the book had become a succès de scandale and pirated editions began to appear from several quarters. Because 
these copies frequently masqueraded as being published by the original publisher, Durand, it is not surprising that he took 



 

 

advantage of this confusion and had the printer, Moreau, reset the book in type based on the E.1B text and published it in late 
September of 1758. NOTE: Given this short turn-around time, it is likely that Durand (or Moreau) had preserved the parts of the 
original typeset that had not been confiscated from the very first printing of the book and then just reset the type for the missing 
sheets based upon the newly censored [E.1B] text.  [This printing is now called E2A, the second edition.] 
 
A COMPLICATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
[1964] 
David Smith did his original bibliographical work on the history of the extremely problematic printing of De l’esprit and 
published his findings the October issue of French Studies in 1964. That monograph noted that the three ‘first edition’ printings 
of the book need to be further distinguished as the “A,” “B” and “C” tirages (printings). These three letters have commonly 
been used in most listings of this book by rare book dealers over the past 40 years.  
 
The article located only eight relatively complete copies of the “A” triage – two in private hands (which were not identified or 
described further) and six in libraries (three in Paris and one each in Gotha, Harvard and Iowa).  
 
According to the information published there, this present copy of De l’esprit conforms perfectly with the eleven issue points 
for the “A” tirage noted in Smith’s “Appendix II: Key for Collation of ‘First’ Editions” (p. 340) and, in addition, has all forty of 
the original texts cited as being deleted in the two censored printings. Regarding those forty original texts, thirty-two appear on 
exactly the page and the line(s) called for on pages 337-340 of Smith’s article – while the other eight instances are slightly ‘off’ 
on the line (and, in one case, the page) designations noted by Smith.  
 
[2001] 
Then, in 2001, Smith issued his comprehensive, 407-page book, Bibliography of the writings of Helvétius, published by the 
Centre International D’étude de XVIIIE Siècle. In the new and more extensive section on these three printings of De l’esprit (pp. 
104-133) we are given many more details – most importantly on the copies originally cited as being “A” tirage copies. (NOTE: 
What was formerly called the “A” tirage was now designated as E.1A, while the “B” tirage was now named E.1B and the 
“C” tirage became E.2A. These are respectively identified as “First Edition, First Issue,” “First Edition, Second Issue,” 
and “Second Edition.”) 
 
While the “two copies in private hands” (Smith, 1964, p. 333) are still not identified or even alluded to in this new book, the 
chapter on De l’esprit begins on page 104 with the photograph of a beautifully bound copy of E.1A (the first edition, first issue) 
noting that it has “the arms of Helvétius” imprinted on the front cover. Since this binding and its contents are not described 
elsewhere, this is presumed to be one of the privately-owned copies.  
 
In the new book, the “Appendix II: Key for Collation of ‘First’ Editions” has been renamed “Key for identifying editions and 
states” and now lists twenty (rather than eleven) issue points for the E.1A, first edition, first issue. This expanded list was 
necessitated by the discovery of four copies previously unknown to Smith – two in Cornell and one each in Munich and St. 
Petersburg – which proved to be true first edition, first issue copies.  

 
Based on this discovery and the unpublished research of Charles McNamara at Cornell University, the six copies formerly 
listed as examples of the “A” tirage have been ‘demoted’ in bibliographical terms and are now recognized as second 
edition copies that have been modified with sheets from the first edition, first issue to make them conform to the first edition, 
first issue text. Smith now designates these six copies (along with an additional copy located in Oxford) as E.2B – 
“textually…” E.2B is the same as E.1A. However, since the pages of E.1A and E.2A did not always begin and end textually in 
the same way, there are occasions where small passages of text are missing or appear twice” (Smith, 2001, p. 127).  
 
Smith’s 2001 census of E.1A copies lists FIFTEEN copies (despite the fact that he qualifies this count by subsequently 
designating SEVEN of these copies as E.2B rather than as E.1A): 
 

FOUR true first edition, first issue copies – only one of which is known to be ”complete.” 
 
ONE incomplete book “containing only those leaves of this issue [E.1A] which were subsequently modified by the 

second censor. (These sheets were all supposed to have been destroyed.) 
 
THREE copies of the second issue of the first edition [E.1B] “in which the leaves from E.1A bearing the original text 

have been bound either next to the sheets which replaced them or bound separately in the end. 
 
SEVEN copies that were originally identified as the six “A” tirage copies in the 1964 census along with the newly 

discovered Oxford copy. These books were ‘made up’ by interleafing the original E.1A sheets that had been 
removed by the second censor back into second edition [E.2A] copies. Smith now designates these copies as 
E.2B.   



 

 

What had actually happened regarding these “mixed” copies was that “more often, these leaves [from E.1A, the “first edition, 
first issue”] are to be found in copies of E.2 [the “second edition”], where they replace the equivalent leaves. One of these 
copies was presented by Helvétius in 1768 to the future Duke Ernst of Saxe-Gotha whom he had met in 1765 on his way to 
Prussia. Unfortunately, as E.2 does not fully respect the page layout of E.1, these copies often lack text and have the same piece 
of text twice at the places where these leaves have been inserted. It is difficult to know how to characterize these ‘mixed’ 
copies in bibliographical terms; I have arbitrarily designated them as E.2B” (Smith, 2001, p. 114).  
 
The first of the seven E.2B copies noted in the census above is the copy given by Helvétius to Duke Ernst and is subsequently 
referred to as “the Gotha copy.” The other six E.2B copies are all described relative to this Gotha copy. This present copy of De 
l’esprit conforms in all regards to the Gotha copy – having the asterisked signatures (A1, B1, B2, T1, V1, Y1, and 2G1) and the 
inner leaves (E2, H2, I2, K2, S2, 2A2, 2F2, 3M2, 3Z2, and 4G2) from the E.1A printing interleafed.  
 
Given the extreme rarity of complete, original copies of E.1A (there is only ONE known copy) and the fact that there are only 
FOURTEEN other known copies of De l’esprit to contain pages from the original E.1A printing, this copy is of the utmost rarity.  
 

Bound in a lovely and well-preserved contemporary full leather binding. Spine with five raised bands and gilt lettering and 
devices. Overall, a beautiful copy that conforms in all issue points to Smith’s original “A tirage” and the more recent E.2B 
designation.    
 
 

19                    David Hume’s Last Philosophical Writings 
 

HUME, David. Four Dissertations. I. The Natural History of Religion. II. Of the Passions. III. Of Tragedy. IV. Of the 
Standard of Taste. Printed for A. Millar, London, 1757. 1 blank leaf + half title + TP + i-vii = Dedication + half title + [1]-240 
+ 1 blank leaf, 12mo. First Edition. 

$2,750 
 

This book has the most complicated printing history of any work by Hume and he had more 
trouble getting this book published than any of his other works excepting only the Dialogues 
Concerning Natural Religion.  
 
On June 12, 1775, Hume originally offered four essays to Millar describing them as pieces 
“which I have kept some years by me, in order to polish them as much as possible.” The fourth 
dissertation was to be Some considerations previous to geometry and natural philosophy but, after 
criticism by Lord Stanhope, Hume withdrew that essay and replaced it with two on suicide and on 
the immortality of the soul. “When the printing was completed an access of prudence led him to 
withdraw these two, for which he substituted ‘Of the Standard of Taste” (Jessop). These two 
essays actually reached the proof stage before being suppressed and replaced by Of the Standard 
of Taste.  
 
In addition, the book originally contained a dedication to the Reverend John Hume [or Home], the 
author of the tragic play, Douglas. Shortly after publication, the author asked (at the insistence of 
“some Fools” – Letters i.242-3) that the four-page dedication be removed. This was done for fear 
that the dedication would injure Reverend Hume’s reputation. Four days later, David Hume 
requested that it be reinstated – which it was, but in a slightly different position within the book. 
In the meantime, 800 copies had been sold without the dedication.  
 
Regarding other issue points, Todd has noted that the first state of the half title (often missing 
completely) calls for two advertisements on the verso and there were also two typographical 
errors made only in early copies (‘ative’ on p. 9 and ‘ancing’ on p. 131).  
 

All that being said, it is clear that the book exists in a number of different states. This copy includes the rare suppressed 
dedication in the original position but the half title that is present here is in Todd’s second state with only one advertisement on 
the verso. The typographical errors sometimes found on pages 9 and 131 have both been corrected here.  

 
Contemporary full-leather binding with a gilt ruled spine and embossed title. The corners and head of the spine are lightly 
worn with a few scuff marks to the front and rear boards. There is a faded old ink signature (“P. Macnaughton A. M.”) to 
the top right corner of the front free endpaper. The first and last leaves are lightly browned, but, overall, this is a lovely, 
unrestored copy of Hume’s final philosophical writings.  



 

 

20            Beautiful Original Wraps Copy of Husserl’s Habilitationsschrift 
His Earliest Attempt to Establish a Psychological Foundation for Mathematics 

 

HUSSERL, Edmund. Über den Begriff der Zahl, Psychologische Analysen (On the Concept of Number, a Psychological 
Analyses). Heynemann’sche Buchdrukeriei (F. Beyer), Halle a S., 1887. Original printed wrap + TP + [1]-64, Octavo. First 
Edition in Original Wraps.  

$8,900 
 

Originally a student of mathematics, Husserl began attending Franz 
Brentano's lectures on psychology and philosophy in 1884 at the 
University of Vienna. He was so impressed by Brentano that he 
decided to dedicate his life to philosophy. Two years later, Husserl 
went to the University of Halle to obtain his Habilitation (i.e. post-
Ph. D. degree) working under Carl Stumpf, a former student of 
Brentano, and it was there that he wrote Über den Begriff der Zahl.  
 
The Habilitationsschrift basically addresses the question of how we 
recognize ‘manyness’ within a group. Husserl remarks that the 
common definition of number – that number is a multiplicity of 
units – leaves two key questions unanswered: "What is 
'multiplicity'? And what is 'unity'?" It is the former question, 
’multiplicity,’ that occupies his attention throughout the essay, 
generally leaving ‘unity’ to be discussed at some later time.  
 
In this, his first work, Husserl attempted to combine mathematics, 
psychology and philosophy; his main goal being to establish a 
proper and secure foundation for the science of mathematics. 
Because numbers, as such, are not encountered in Nature, Husserl 
analyzed the psychological process needed to obtain the concept of 
number – a variant of the psychologism that he later criticized so 
severely – and then tried to build up a systematical theory of 
numbers based upon that analysis.  
 
Though this work is much shorter than his later important works, it 
contains the forerunner of many of his later notions – for instance, 
mereology, a theory that does not fully emerge until his much later 
Logische Untersuchungen in 1900 / 1901. On the Concept of 
Number also serves as the direct basis for Husserl’s first major work, 

Philosophie der Arithmetik (see next item in this catalog) – the two works sharing the same purpose and scope while being 
based upon the same foundational ideas. 
 
When Husserl's Habilitationsschrift appeared in 1887, there was one logician who stood above all others – Gottlob Frege, the  
most important theoretician of the late-19th century. Frege had shown that the sentences of arithmetic were analytical, and that 
arithmetic could be regarded as a branch of logic. Although not widely read at this time, Husserl had, in fact, studied him 
intensively, and we know that he was conversant with all of Frege's works – at least, up until the year 1893. 
 
Frege’s attacks on Husserl’s philosophy – as embodied in this and the following work – are often credited with reversing 
Husserl’s position but these attacks were not really fully justified by the published texts, as Frege seemed to have recognized 
himself. That form of psychologism of logic and mathematics – which Husserl himself attacks so sharply in his Logical 
Investigations – differs significantly from the sort presented in this early work (and in Philosophie der Arithmetik which 
followed it).  
 
Husserl himself states that even before Philosophie der Arithmetik was published, he had changed his mind and had begun to 
entertain serious doubts about the validity of psychologism. 
 

Original green wraps with small chips to the upper front corners. The spine is almost completely intact. The rear wrap has 
some light soiling. The text is in excellent shape with only the most minor browning to the margins. Comes encased in a 
custom-made black cloth box with a gilt red title label to the front board. Just beautiful! 



 

 

21       First Edition of Husserl’s Philosophie der Arithmetik - His Habilitationsschrift Expanded  
 

HUSSERL, Edmund. Philosophie der Arithmetik. Psychologische und Logische Untersuchungen (The Philosophy of 
Arithmetic, Psychological and Logical Investigations), C. E. M. Pfeffer (Robert Stricker), Halle-Saale, 1891. TP + Dedication 
Page + [V]-IX = Vorrede + XI-XVI = Inhalt + half-title + [3]-324, Octavo. First Edition.  

 
 

$2,900 
 

The search for clarity and understanding in the science of mathematics prompted 
Husserl's first philosophical inquiries. Because he was not satisfied doing mathematics 
without complete clarity about the meaning of basic mathematical concepts and 
encouraged by his teacher, Brentano, Husserl turned to a study of the philosophy of 
mathematics. In 1887, he published his short Habilitationsschrift (see previous item in 
this catalog) on this topic and then, in 1891, he published a much expanded text on the 
same topic in this first volume of his Philosophie der Artihmetik.  
 
“In this book, Husserl attempted a psychological analysis of certain basic logical and 
mathematical notions. The concept of number, for instance, was to be elucidated by 
talking about the activity of counting. In his review of this book, the mathematician 
Gottlob Frege argued that logical and mathematical concepts differ from the 
psychological acts in which they may occur and that, therefore, the discussion of the 
latter does not serve to explicate the former. He accused Husserl of confusing 
psychology and logic." (EP, IV, p. 97)  
 
Although the title page proclaims this to be the first volume (“Erster Band”), it is the 
only volume that was ever published. It has been alleged that Husserl abandoned this 
project because of the severe criticisms that he received from Gottlob Frege – who 
reviewed this book in the most scathing terms. Husserl claims, however, that he had 
changed his mind about the approach he was taking even before this book was released 
and had abandoned all hope of a second volume prior to its publication.  

 
Contemporary boards and leather spine with gold lettering. Very mild wear to 
boards and spine. Faint oval stamp (2" wide) from former owner on front free 
endpaper. There is also a tiny inked name on the front free endpaper. Light foxing to 
the first several and last few pages with the normal yellowing throughout. Overall, a 
lovely copy of this important book. 

 
 

22            Irigaray’s Most Famous Work – INSCRIBED to LYOTARD 
 

IRIGARAY, Luce. Ce sexe qui n'en est pas un (This Sex Which Is Not One). Minuit, Paris, 1977. Half-title + 
Advertisements on verso + TP 1 leaf + 9 – 217 + 3 leafs, Small Octavo. First Edition. INSCRIBED by the Author to JEAN-
FRANÇOIS LYOTARD. 

$800 
 

A lovely dedication copy from France’s most famous feminist thinker to 
Jean-François Lyotard – the author of the short, but influential work: The 
Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge (1979).  
 
Irigaray’s best-known work in which she questions the assumption that 
female sexuality is dependent upon male sexuality and, therefore, 
secondary. Irigaray posits that the dominant, Freudian phallogocentric 
model privileges a sexuality based on sight and the visibility of the male 
sexual organ. So the Freudian model of sexuality, which privileges the 
penis, is based on the visual; it is scopophilic. The hidden remains 
marginal. 
 
A very good copy with lightly soiled wrappers. A rare early work inscribed 
by Irigaray to Jean-Francois Lyotard. A fabulous association copy. 



 

 

23     William James Articulating a Central Tenet of His Philosophy – the Will to Believe 
 

JAMES, William. The Will to Believe and Other Essays in Popular Philosophy. Longmans Green and Co. New York, London 
and Bombay, 1897. Half title + TP + Dedication page (to Charles Saunders Peirce) + [vii]-xiv = Preface + [xv]-xvii = Contents 
+ [1]-332 + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition. McDermott 1897-3. 

$225 
 

This extremely popular collection of James’ essays was first published in an edition of 1,000 copies in March of 1897 – and 
then had to be reprinted in May and September of the same year. Besides the title essay – articulating an important element in 
James’ contribution to both psychology and philosophy – the collection also contains Is Life Worth Living? and The Moral 
Philosopher and the Moral Life.  

 
A lovely copy in original green cloth with just a bit of darkening to the spine. The printed spine label is just lightly nicked 
at the top and darkened – but perfectly readable. Former owner’s bookplate to the inside front cover with her signature and 
date (1897) on the half title. A nice copy of one James most popular and important works.     
  
 

24            An Extremely Rare Collection of Art by William James 
Reproduced “…to please a few friends…” 

 

JAMES, William. Drawings by William James (1842-1910). Reproduced by Jaffé for private Circulation, New York, [1935]. 
Fourteen individual folders, 12½” x 9½.” The first folder contains a two-page original typescript, “Explanatory Memorandum,” 
dated December 1935, and signed by William James’ son, Henry (who was also novelist Henry James’ literary executor). The 
other thirteen folders each contain a reproduction of artwork by William James.        

 

$5,200 
 

First edition, one of a small number of copies. OCLC lists only seven copies in libraries (University of Toronto, Harvard, Colby 
College, Duke, New York Public Library and two copies at Berkeley). 

  
Included here are a few famous pictures as well some less often seen offerings – of which, three examples are provided here.  

 
Taped onto the inside flap of the box is an ALS by Henry James, 
presenting this portfolio to "Baruch." It is on his letterhead (“455 East 
Fifty-First Street”) and dated January 1st, with no year: 
 

Jan 1. 
 

Dear Baruch. 
 

For the sake of old associations I am sending you & Mabel a 
portfolio of very good reproductions of a few of my fathers drawings. 
I hope you’ll like to have it. Best New Years wishes to you all. 
 

Yrs Sincerely 
 

Henry James.  
 
The “Explanatory Memorandum,” two original typed sheets that are 
stapled into the first folder, is worth reproducing here in its entirety: 
 
 
                                                                 New York, December 1935 

 
 

Such of my father’s drawings as still exist owe their preservation to 
chance. Uncle Henry fortunately found and treasured half a dozen; a 
few others have been found folded in old letters into which they had 
somehow been slipped; others had been jotted down on the pages of 

notebooks, and the notebooks were, for the sake of something now much less interesting, not thrown into the waste-basket 
by my father. After he abandoned the serious pursuit of art in his twentieth year, he made no effort to keep such things, and 
one reason was just that he turned them off [sic?]  or jotted them down too easily and too frequently to value them. 

               Wm James – a Self Portrait 



 

 

from a Medical School Notebook

The painted portrait of Katherine Temple 

All that I have collected will be left with the James manuscripts in the Harvard 
Library. In the Limited edition of my two volume collection of my father’s 
“Letters”, and in Uncle Henry’s “Notes of a Son and Brother”, several drawings 
not contained in this portfolio have been reproduced.  
 
What is shown here is no more than a small exhibition – a few examples of the 
remnants preserved by chance. But the Jaffe reproductions are marvelously 
exact. And as they eliminate all signs of the creases into which some of the 
originals have been folded and of the brown and yellow spots that have begun 
to appear on the old papers, they are indeed more agreeable to look at than the 
originals.  
 
So they may serve not only to please a few friends but to show one facet of my 
father’s many-sided genius. How they should be judged I will not pretend to 
say, but I want them to be looked at as something more than [the word “proof” 
has been inserted here in pencil with a carat below the line] of more or less 
technical skill. They show how exactly my father observed and how admirable 
was his faculty of perception. He was alive through all his senses, but 
particularly through his eyes. He could not help noticing the outward 
appearance of everything that caught his attention. He saw things precisely and 
recorded his notes with what I think of as a hungry eye for the line or form or 
movement that expressed a meaning. One striking quality of his writing is that 
it so often expresses a lively pictorial sense. Here is further evidence of a 
natural faculty of seeing that was sharpened by practice with pencil and brush.  

____ 
___________ 

____ 
 
 
 

The labels on the several folders probably supply sufficient 
explanations. The thirteenth folder contains a very good 
photograph of a portrait that was painted when my father 
was studying under William Hunt in the studio at Newport. 
John La Farge was also working in Hunt’s studio then and 
he and my father painted Katherine Temple at the same 
time. His canvas, now belonging to Grenville T. Emmet, 
must have been set on an easel at the right hand of my 
father’s for it show the sitter, not in full profile, but in less 
than half face. Except for a couple of unfinished copies of 
sketches by Hunt – mere studio sketches – this portrait is 
the only canvas of my father’s that exists. It now belongs 
to Mrs. William Temple Emmet.  

 
 

Henry James. [signed by him in pencil] 
 
 
 
 

The contents are in fine condition and housed in a red cloth 
folding box which is a bit faded and rubbed with a front 
label that is slightly soiled. Overall, a lovely and well-
preserved copy. 

 
 
 



 

 

25                       James Great Defense of Pluralism 
 

JAMES, William. A Pluralistic Universe. Longmans, Green, and Co. New York, 1909. Page with ads on verso facing the title 
page + TP + iii-[vi] = Contents + [1]-[405], Octavo. First Edition. McDermott 1909-5.      

$175 
 

James' brilliant defense of pluralism was originally delivered as the Hibbert Lectures at Manchester College, Oxford. 
 

Original publisher’s binding with printed paper label to the spine – about 95% readable. Mild sunning to front board but 
otherwise a pretty copy of this very readable work by William James. 
 
 

26             A Collection of Jevons’ Most Important Thoughts on Logic 
 

JEVONS, W. Stanley. Pure Logic and Other Minor Works, Macmillan and Co., London, 1890. 1 blank leaf + half title + TP + 
[v]-xxiii = Preface + [xxv] = Contents + half title + [3]-299, Octavo. First Edition. 

$450 
 

A late collection of Jevons’ important essays on logic. The first half of the book gathers together four essays published in 
various places between 1864 and 1870, while the second half is devoted to a five-part investigation and critique of John Stuart 
Mill’s philosophy – the final part appearing here for the first time.  
 
Jevons work on logic made important advances on the theories and calculus proposed by Boole in 1854, most especially, taking 
Boole’s conceptual framework and translating it into a mechanical operation. This mechanical approach produced Jevons’ 
‘logical piano’ – a predecessor to the modern computer – in 1874. "As a logician, [Jevons] sought with considerable success to 
advance, as well as defend, the position taken up by Boole, and to establish the applicability of his theory of reasoning to all 
branches of scientific inquiry" (DNB). 
 

Original pebbled publisher’s cloth in terra cotta with gilt lettering on the spine. Spine neatly split along lower edges and 
carefully reglued. Overall, a tight, clean copy of this important work.  
 
 

27      Wraps Copy of One of Jaspers Most Widely Read Books 
A Foundational Work of 20th Century Existentialism 

 

JASPERS, Karl. Vernunft und Existenz (Reason and Existenz), J. B. Wolters, 
Groningen, 1935. Half-title + [1 leaf] + TP + [1 leaf] + 1 – 115, Octavo. First Edition, in 
Original Wraps 
 

$250 
 

Jaspers was a German-Swiss philosopher and psychiatrist who helped establish 
psychopathology on a rigorous, scientifically descriptive basis. He taught philosophy at the 
University of Heidelberg from 1921 until 1937 – until the Nazi regime forbade him to work. 
From 1948, he lived in Switzerland, teaching at the University of Basel.  
 
The five lectures in this book were delivered at the University of Groningen in Holland during 
the spring of 1935. In them, Jaspers carefully knits together the various themes that are 
elaborated in his many philosophical writings – paying special attention to the contributions 
and insights already made to these topics by both Nietzsche and Kierkegaard.  
 
An excellent introduction as well as a helpful summary to the philosophy of one of the most 
important figures in 20th century existentialism.  
 
Original green printed wrap, lightly sunned at the top and on the spine with minor wear to 
edges.  Previous owner’s name and date in ink to top corner of half-title page.  A very good 
copy of Jasper’s important lecture on Reason and Existenz. 



 

 

28              Early Work on Materialism by a True American Radical 
 

KNOWLTON, Charles. Elements of Modern Materialism: Inculcating the Idea of a Future State in Which All Will Be More 
Happy, Under Whatever Circumstances They May Be Placed, Than If They Experienced No Misery in This Life. Adams, MA, 
Printed for the Author by A. Oakley, 1829. 1 blank leaf + TP + [ii] = Copyright page + [iii] = Dedication page + [iv] = Errata + 
[v]-[vi] = Contents + [vii]-viii = Preface + [9]-448 + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition. 

 

$1,800 
 

Charles Knowlton (1800-1850) – one of the earliest of the free thought reformers – was a 
doctor and a well respected member of the Massachusetts medical society. He was a 
visionary, predicting overpopulation problems and suggesting that women take control of 
their reproductive health.  
 
This outspoken and radical work on philosophical materialism is one of the earliest – and 
probably the first on the subject – to be published by an American in the United States. 
The book is dedicated to “The Friends of Truth and Intellectual Freedom” in order to 
“brush away the scholastic mist that has so long enveloped the intellectual phenomena, and 
served to foster many intellectual errors.” Knowlton later identifies himself here as an 
"infidel" who wants nothing more than to effectively attack injustice and superstition. 
 
The self-published author had a difficult time selling the one thousand copies printed, 
mainly due to the fact that he was so far ahead of his time and the concepts he was 
advocating were so much more in tune with the modern world than that of the early 19th 
century.  
 
As a pioneer of the Freethinkers Movement, Knowlton was most notoriously famous for 
his book The Fruits of Philosophy, or the Private Companion of Young Married People, in 
which he discussed the concept of birth control (before the term existed), and for which he 
was prosecuted and jailed – receiving three months of hard labor for obscenity.  
 
Contemporary full-leather binding with the title and paneled decorations in gilt on spine. 
The joints are starting and the head and tail of the spine are a bit worn with small 
defacement toward the bottom of the spine. With the ornate contemporary signature of 
“Isaac Tyler / Book / No 92” on the front paste-down. Moderately foxed throughout.  
 

 

29         An 18th Century Sammelband  - Containing Seven of La Mettrie’s Works 
 

LA METTRIE,  Julien Offray de. L’Homme Plante (Man, the Plant), [34 pp.]  [bound with]  
Traité de lAme (A Treatise on the Soul) [198 pp.]  [bound with]  Anti-Seneque, ou Discours 
sur le Bonheur (Against Seneca, or A Discourse on Happiness [114 pp.]  [bound with]  Les 
Animaux plus que Machines (Animals More Than Machines) [78 pp.]   [bound with]   
Discours Preliminaire (Preliminary Discourse) [77 pp.] [bound with]  Abrégé des Systèmes 
(Summary of the Systems) [58 pp.]  [bound with]  Système d’Epicure (The System of Epicurus) 
[56 pp.]. [no publisher], [no city], [no date]. Twelvemo. 18th Century Edition.  

$225 
 

La Mettrie, the famous physician and notorious French atheist, published a number of works 
espousing his “Radical Enlightenment” theories. In 1745, he published his first major salvo, 
Histoire naturelle de l'âme, and the outcry was so great that he was forced to take refuge in Leiden 
– where he developed his doctrines still more boldly and with great originality, Typically, these 
works were ruthlessly materialistic – further scandalizing the European reading public and single-
handedly tarnishing the entire Enlightenment project.  
 
This undated collection of seven works by La Mettrie was printed sometime in the mid-1700’s. 

 
Later full vellum binding. A very pretty copy of a curious collection of seven of La Mettrie’s writings.  



 

 

30                        A Lovely INSCRIBED Copy from Jacques Maritain 
 

MARITAIN, Jacques. A Travers le Désastre (Through the Disaster). Editions de la Maison Française, New York, 1941. Half 
title + TP + 1 blank leaf + [i]-[ii] = Avant-Propos + half title + 13-149 + [150] = Table des Matieres, Small Octavo. 
INSCRIBED First Edition in Original Wrappers. 

$425 
 

Inscribed on the front fly leaf: “á Mrs. George A. Goss sincere homage. Jacques Maritain.”  
 
Maritain, the famous Catholic philosopher and modern proponent of neo-Thomism, came 
to America in 1940 and taught at Columbia, Princeton, Chicago and Toronto before 
become France’s ambassador to the Vatican in 1945. During WWII, Maritain protested the 
policies of the Vichy government while teaching at the Pontifical Institute for Medieval 
Studies in Canada. Moving to New York, he became deeply involved in rescue activities, 
seeking to bring persecuted and threatened academics, many of them Jews, to America. He 
was also instrumental in founding the École Libre des Hautes Études, a kind of university 

in exile that was, at the same time, the center of Gaullist resistance in the United States. This book was published at the height 
of his involvement with these war-time activities.  

 
Original publisher’s printed wraps in excellent condition. A well-preserved, uncut and unread copy.  

 

31    Mill’s Expanded Thoughts on Government Reform 
 

MILL, John Stuart. Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform. John Parker & Sons, 
London, 1859. TP + [1 leaf] + [5] -58 + [1] – 6 = advertisements, Octavo. 
Second Edition, “With Additions” (First thus) in Original Wrappers. 

$450 
 

This is the ‘middle’ of three political works that Mill published between 1859 
and 1861 – being preceded by the influential On Liberty in early 1859 and 
followed by Considerations on Representative Government in 1861.  
 
First published earlier in the same year, the original pamphlet (and this 
expanded version) were meant to be a practical application of the more 
theoretical ideas proposed in On Liberty.  
 
Mill advocates universal suffrage, with a government of minorities and calls for 
the abolition of the secret ballot. The new 18 pages (pp. 41-58) are devoted to 
Mill’s enthusiastic endorsement of the idea of proportional representation – 
which had recently been proposed by Thomas Hare in his book, Treatise on the 
Election of Representative (1859). 

 
Original brown wrappers, cover detached, spine delicate, & some light 
foxing to first and last leaves.  Previous owners name on the blank free 
endpaper, dated 1921. complete with the publishers adverts at the rear. 
Fragile, but in good condition. 

 

32                 First American Edition of Mill’s Revolutionary Work on Feminism 
 

MILL, John Stuart. The Subjection of Women, J.B. Lippencott, Philadelphia, 1869. Half-Title + TP + 5-174 + [1]-[6] = 
publisher’s advertisements, Octavo. First American Edition. 

$500  
 

The author's thesis is a coherent argument for, "a principle of perfect equality, admitting no power or privilege on the one side, 
nor disability on the other," that still rings true today.  Some argue that Appleton, NY, is the first printing, though no preference 
is given to New York or Philadelphia, both published in 1869. 

 
Publisher’s burgundy cloth with blind-stamped border and gilt to backstrip. Light sunning, but otherwise a lovely copy.   



 

 

33                              "Can There Be a Pessimism of Strength?" 
 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Die Geburt der Tragödie (The Birth of Tragedy), E. W. Fritzsch, Leipzig, 1886. TP + [III]-XVIII + 
1 leaf + [III]-IV + [1]-144, Octavo. Second Edition, Second Issue (Definitive Edition).  Schaberg 42.  

$900 
 

There were originally 576 copies issued in this Second Edition, Second Issue state - This is the DEFINITIVE EDITION with 
the FIRST APPEARANCE of all of Nietzsche's corrections AND the famous and important new introduction called "An 
Attempt at Self-Criticism" in which Nietzsche points out that, despite the Kantian and Schopenhauerian overtones, Birth of 
Tragedy should not be read in such metaphysical terms.  Rather than a naive optimism...Rather than a pessimism of weakness 
and decline...Is there a pessimism of strength?  

 
Contemporary boards with title in gold on the spine. The edges are a little rubbed and the inside front hinge is a bit weak.  
Clean title page, clean pages throughout.  An exceedingly rare copy in a contemporary binding of Nietzsche's first book. 
 
 

34                  “Gott ist tot!” (God is dead!) 
 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Die Frohliche Wissenschaft (The Gay Science).  E.W. Fritzsch, 
Leipzig, 1887.  [III] – XII = Vorrede + 1 leaf = Half-title + [5] – 350 + 1 leaf = 
Berichtigungen, Octavo.  First Edition, Second Issue (Definitive Edition).  Schaberg 51. 

 
$650 

 

The Gay Science, which is the final and culminating volume of Nietzsche’s aphoristic works, 
contains the first instance of his famous statement, “Gott ist tot!” (God is dead) – first in 
section 108, then more elaborately detailed in the Parable of the Madman in section 125, and 
for a third time in section 343.  It also contains the first appearance of the doctrine of the 
"Eternal Return of the Same" (which plays such a prominent role in Zarathustra) and even 
includes the Nietzsche’s first mention of the Uebermensch.  
 
This Neue Ausgabe consisted of the 788 unsold sheets from the first edition of 1882 with the 
addition of a new title page, Nietzsche’s new 10-page Vorrede (Preface), 2 new half-title 
pages and a new 5th book, "Wir Furchtlosen" (“We Fearless Ones”). Thus, 75 new pages 
along with fourteen pages of poetry appear here for the first time.  Nietzsche felt, that the 
Vorrede to this and the other reissues of 1886/7 were among the best things that he ever wrote. 
 

Recently rebound in brown cloth with a full-length gilt-lettered label on the spine. Ex-
library copy with stamp and light tape repair to the TP. Otherwise, the interior is 
remarkably clean. A good copy of one of Nietzsche’s most important works. 
 
 

35                                            NIETZSCHE THE COMPOSER !  
The Only Piece of His Music Published During His Lifetime 

 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Hymnus an das Leben (Hymn to Life) E. W. Fritzsch, Leipzig, 1887. TP + 2-11, Quarto. First 
Edition. Schaberg 52a.  

$7,500 
 

Nietzsche was an accomplished pianist who was famous in local German and Swiss drawing rooms for his fine playing and, 
most especially, his exuberant improvisations. He was also a close friend of Richard Wagner and, for many years, he made 
repeated attempts to impress Wagner and his wife, Cosima, with his musical compositions. Neither ever thought of Nietzsche as 
anything more than a rank amateur – but given the talent within that household, this should not be surprising.  
 
Here is a rare copy of the Hymn to Life – a musical work for chorus and orchestra that was published by Nietzsche in October of 
1887 and the only piece of his music published during his lifetime. The words were by Lou Salome, the tune by Nietzsche and 
the orchestration by Nietzsche’s friend, the composer, Peter Gast.  



 

 

In 1882, Lou Salomé presented Nietzsche with a poem entitled "Prayer to Life" (Gebet an das Leben) and in August he set the 
poem to music: "In Naumburg, the Daimon of Music came over me once again and I composed a setting for your `Prayer to 
Life.'"  
 

The text of the poem read: 
 
Surely—thus a friend loves a friend    With all my strength, I embrace you. 
As I love you, inscrutable Life!    Let your flame ignite my soul, 
Whether I have rejoiced in you, or cried,   And in the heat of battle let me find 
Whether you gave me pain or pleasure,    The answer to the riddle of your Being! 
I love you with your happiness and grief,   Grant me millennia to think and to live, 
And if you must destroy me, I will wrench myself  Let all experience be mine,— 
Painfully from your arms, as a friend    Have you no happiness left for me? 
Tears himself from a friend's breast.    Well then—give me your pain… 
 

What Nietzsche failed to tell Lou – and Peter 
Gast to whom he sent the piece a few days 
later – was that melodically this was nothing 
more than a careful reworking of the chorale 
refrain from the Hymn to Friendship that he 
had written almost a decade earlier. The 
music was now set for solo vocal with piano 
accompaniment, which Nietzsche hoped 
would be used "to seduce the public to my 
philosophy," and he asked Gast if he could 
"possibly remove the layman's touch" from 
the composition. Surprisingly, Gast found 
the music too "Christian" and he told 
Nietzsche that if "you had given me the 
music without the words, I would have 
mistaken it for a Crusader's March." 
Nietzsche was so delighted with this reply 
that he forwarded the letter on to Lou a few 
days later for her amusement.  
 
At this time, there was some faint promise of 
a performance but all of this came to naught 
and we hear nothing more about the music 
until almost four years later when, in June of 
1886, Gast arrived in Leipzig to visit 
Nietzsche. In his briefcase he had brought 
with him the Prayer to Life – now 
rechristened Hymn to Life – which had been 
arranged for chorus and military band (all 
wind instruments) at Nietzsche's request. 
 
Several months later, Peter Gast decided – 
without consulting Nietzsche – to begin a 
complete rearrangement of the music, this 
time using chorus and a traditional orchestra. 
He worked on the composition for five months and, in mid-June 1887, surprised his friend with it. Nietzsche was so delighted 
that he immediately wrote to his publisher – who had finished the printing and reissue of The Gay Science just a few days 
earlier: 

 

We haven't yet finished with printing, my dear Fritzsch, but this time we are talking about the printing of music. The 
enclosed Hymn to Life (for Chorus and Orchestra) has been prepared for publication and I would like to have it brought 
out by your publishing house. I am sure we can reach an agreement regarding production costs. I am looking for an 
elegant and worthy format—the Hymn is meant to "remain after me" and later on to be sung "in my memory." If all of 
this is acceptable to you, please take some very quick steps to begin printing the Hymn: 

 
By late October of 1887, Nietzsche was able to mail copies of the full score to conductors and music directors of his 
acquaintance in Munich, Karlsruhe, Leipzig, and Basel. Two days later, he bravely sent Hans von Bülow – who had once been 



 

 

brutally critical of his music – a copy of the work. Even Brahms received a copy, which he politely acknowledged in mid-
December. During late October and early November, Gast sent out at least thirty-seven copies to musical friends.  Nietzsche 
was delighted with the final result, as he wrote to Gast shortly after receiving it: 

 

The score gave me great pleasure and it seems to me that Fritzsch has done the job even better than we thought he 
would. What good paper he has used! On the whole, it is the most "elegant" score I have ever seen and I am pleased 
that Fritzsch has actually arranged voices for it (without mentioning a word to me ahead of time): it shows he has faith 
that the Hymn will be performed. 

 

There has been much controversy and comment regarding who should be credited with the composition of the score. Certainly, 
the melody was Nietzsche's, just as the text belonged to Lou Salomé. However, the arrangement of the music was almost 
entirely Peter Gast's, and no one was more aware of this than Nietzsche. He and Gast discussed exactly how the credits should 
appear on the title page: Nietzsche proposed that he be listed as composer and Gast as arranger, but Gast demurred and insisted 
that Nietzsche's name alone appear on the score, to which Nietzsche finally agreed. 
 
Nietzsche's primary motivation, stated repeatedly in his letters, was to publish a piece of music which could be played in his 
memory at some future time. Ideally then, one would think that the Hymn to Life would have been played at Nietzsche's funeral, 
but this was not the case. The conductor Hermann Levi had planned to conduct the work at Nietzsche's funeral, but his own 
death three months before Nietzsche's prevented this. In the end, the only music performed during Nietzsche’s memorial service 
in Weimar in August 1900 was a short piece by Brahms which began and ended the service and another by Palestrina played in 
the middle. The actual funeral service in Röcken the next day had a men's chorus singing music appropriate to the traditional 
Lutheran service with which Nietzsche was buried! 

 
Without the original green wraps cover and with the previous owner’s signature – Viennese music critic and one-time 
friend of Freud, Max Graf (1873-1958) - at the top of title page. The copy is worn and soiled and has musical pencil 
notations on several pages. Obviously, a performance copy of some sort – of this rarely performed piece of music. (The US 
premier wasn’t until 1989 by the Brooklyn Philharmonic.) 
  
 

36               Nietzsche’s Brilliantly Analyses Morality 
                            in One of His Most Seminal Works 

 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Zur Genealogie der Moral (On the Genealogy 
of Morals) Naumann, Leipzig, 1887. TP + [III]-XIV + half title + [1]-182 + 
[183] = Inhalt, Octavo. First Edition. Schaberg 53. 

$2,750 
 

Nietzsche's second privately-published work of which he had 600 copies 
printed.  
 
The Genealogy – meant to be an elaboration and an extension of Beyond 
Good and Evil – has generated more scholarly comments in the past twenty-
five years than any other book that Nietzsche wrote. The book’s structure, 
which is more transparently discursive than most of his other works, is in 
three sustained and interlocking essays.   
 
The first addresses the origins of our conceptions of "good" and "bad," as 
against those of “good” and “evil” and contains Nietzsche's famous analysis 
of master morality and slave morality (a topic he had first introduced in 
Beyond Good and Evil the previous year).  The second essay traces the 
origin of a "bad conscience" – the phenomenon of the soul taking sides 
against itself – while the third and final essays attacks the Christian 
advocacy of ascetic ideals, even while recognizing that “almost everything 
we call ‘higher culture’ rests on the spiritualization of, and giving depth to, 
cruelty [against oneself].”   
 
Throughout, Nietzsche employs his "genealogical" method, which has 
proven to be so influential in the 20th century – most notably in the work of 
Michel Foucault.  This book has been a traditional point of confusion among 
simplistic readers of Nietzsche’s work: the apparent racial distinction 



 

 

between master-morality and slave-morality, which Nietzsche ironically derived from the banal racist Gobineau, is turned to 
decidedly un-racial purposes.  But then, Nietzsche’s meaning has never stood between his many ideological interpreters and 
their purposes.  

 
Bound in early 20th century ¾ olive leather with rose and grey marbled paper. The spine with gilt lettering on a black field. 
Overall a very pretty and desirable copy of this important work in Western philosophy. 
 
 

37                            “Why I Am So Wise”  
Nietzsche’s Self-Congratulatory Masterpiece 

 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Ecce Homo (Behold the Man). Insel-Verlag, Leipzig, 1908. 1 leaf + TPs + 7-154 + 2 leaves, Square 
Quarto. First Edition. Schaberg 61b. 

 
$1,500 

 

Released in an edition of 1,250 copies: 150 on Japanese velin and 1,100 on parchment. Double-spread art nouveau title page 
illustrated by Henry Van de Velde.  “Van de Velde developed all his decorative elements from the logic of the curve and reverse 
curve and by covered surfaces and plain surfaces.  This brings the text and the decorations into an ideally close connection with 
each other” (Hofstatter, Art Nouveau, p. 100).  Copies were so expensive that it was dubbed the "bank director's edition" 
(Schaberg, p. 185).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First edition of Nietzsche's apologia, written as a pre-emptive defense against his interpreters, though not published for almost 
twenty years after it was written, due to the machinations and the fears of his sister. "I have a terrible fear that one day I will be 
pronounced holy: you will guess why I publish this book before; it shall prevent people from doing mischief with me. I do not 
want to be a holy man; sooner even a buffoon. - Perhaps I am a buffoon." To his future followers, he offers the following: "You 
say you believe in Zarathustra? But what matters Zarathustra! You are my believers - but what matter all believers! You had not 
yet sought yourselves, and you found me. Thus do all believers; therefore all faith amounts to so little."  

 
One of 1,100 copies printed on parchment and numbered 430. The covers are bowed outward a bit as is usual with this 
volume. There is some slight wear to the corners. Internally tight & sound.  A well preserved, clean, bright copy. 



 

 

38            The First English Translation of “The Genealogy of Morals” 
 

NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Genealogy of Morals and Poems. T Fisher Unwin, London, 1899.  Half-title + TP + [v] – xix + 2 
leaves + [1] – 286, Octavo. First English edition. 

$500 
 

The first translation of one of Nietzsche’s most important and influential works along with a number of poems. This first 
translation was done by William A. Hausmann and John Gray and edited by Alexander Tille.  

 
Dark blue/black cloth boards, decoratively embossed, with gilt lettering to upper board and spine.  Very light bumping to 
corners.  Binding is tight.  Black endpapers.  Pages bright and free of markings with the exception of pencil notes regarding 
Nietzsche’s works in English to from advertisements opposite title page.  Pages untrimmed.  A very good copy. 

 
 

39                 The STEPHANUS Edition of Plato in a Lovely 3-Volume Binding 
The Book That Established the UNIVERSAL REFERENCE System for Plato’s Writings 

 

PLATO. Platonis opera quae extant omnia. (The Complete 
Works of Plato) [Title also in Greek], Henr. Stephani, [Geneva], 
1578. 

 

Volume 1: TP + [i]-[xvi] = Studioso Lectori +  [xvii]-[xxiii] = 
Platone Epigrammata + [xxiv]-[xxv] = Catalogus Dialogorum + 
half title (with first page of text – unnumbered – on the verso) + 1-
402 + 401-402 (duplicate leaf) + 403-404 + 403-404 (duplicate 
leaf) + 405-542 + 1 blank leaf;  
 

Volume 2: Half-title + [i]-[v] = Dedication + [vi] = Two Poems + 
blank leaf [lettered AA.1.] + 3-992 [Note: pp 703/703 are mis-
numbered 672-673 and pp. 954/955 are mis-numbered 949-950];  
 

Volume 3: Half-title + [i]-[v] = Dedication to the Republic of Bern 
+ [vi] = Poem + [vii] = Contents Page + 3-416 + 1-139; Folio 
(15.25" x 9.75").  
 

First Complete Greek/Latin Edition. 
$22,500 

 

The famous Stephanus edition which has served as the universal 
reference system for all other editions of Plato's writing since its 
publication. (In every translation of Plato there are small numbers 
in the margin which refer to the pagination in this edition affording 
scholars the opportunity to cross-reference each other's work in any 
language - they are called the "Stephanus numbers.")  
 
"A great Renaissance author and scholar as well as a member of 
one of Europe's most illustrious families of printers, Henri Estienne 
II himself edited his grand Plato, for which he commissioned a new 
Latin translation by Jean de Serres. Together with his monumental 
1572 Thesaurus graecae linguae, the lavish Plato was responsible, 
according to Schreiber, for securing both Estienne's scholarly 
reputation and his financial ruin." (Garden Ltd., #40) 

 
Large, dated, woodcut device of St. Paul and the olive tree on 
TP of the first volume, numerous woodcut head- and tailpieces 
and ornamental initials, text in two columns, in Greek and 
Latin. All three volumes bound in contemporary boards with 
professional repairs to joints. Spines with four raised bands 
along with title pieces – gilt on red for author/title and gilt on green for volume. A lovely set which is more commonly seen 
bound as two volumes (i.e. volumes 1 & 3 bound together and volume 2 separate). 



 

 

40                The First American Printing of Any Work by Plato 
 

PLATO. Phædon: or, A Dialogue on the Immortality of the Soul, W. Gowan, New York, 1833. 1 blank leaf + TP + 
Advertisement page + [5]-209+ [1]-2 = publisher’s advertisements + 1 blank page, 12mo. First American Edition of any work 
by Plato. 

$650 
 

The first American printing of any work by Plato, noted on the TP: “Translated from the Original Greek by Madam Dacier with 
Notes and Emendations to which is prefixed the Life of the Author by Fenelon, Archbishop of Cambray. First American, from 
the Rare London Edition”. 

 
André Dacier (1651-1722) and his wife Anne Lefevre (1654-1720) were learned Hellenist and Latinist scholars who took the 
side of the Ancients in the quarrel of the Ancients and Moderns which was raging at the time. They did much of their work 
together. Dacier also translated Horace, Aristotle, Sophocles, Epictetus, Hippocrates and Plutarch. He was an editor of the 
Delphin series of classics and was, for a time, in charge of the library at the Louvre.  

 
Contemporary pale blue boards with tan ½ cloth spine. Small pre-printed label to the spine – worn, but about 65% readable 
– noting the price of 75¢ for this volume. Small tear to top of spine. Two old ink signatures to front free end paper (“J 
Strachan” and “Abbey E Leland 1852”). Overall, a lovely uncut copy of this important American imprint.  

 
 

41           First Edition of a Defining Books in the Age of Reason 
“Man is Born Free and Yet Everywhere He Is In Chains” 

 

ROUSSEAU, Jean-Jacques. [Du Contract Social;] Principes du Droit Politique, (The Social Contract or Principles of 
Political Rights); Marc Michel Rey, Amsterdam, 1762. Half-title + TP + [I]-VIII + [1]-323 + [324] = Catalogue de Livres, 
Octavo. First Edition, “B” Printing, the definitive, authorized edition. (Dufour #133, Tchemerzine, X, p. 43). 

 
$12,500 

The “B” Printing as described by Dufour: Before the book was published, Rousseau 
informed his publisher that he disliked the original title page, most especially the vignette. 
The publisher then proposed a completely different vignette that was considerably larger. 
Rousseau approved this but, because of its size, the printer was forced to move part of the 
book’s title to the half-title preceding the TP – which is where the words “Du Contract 
Social” appear here.  At the same time, Rousseau took this opportunity to revise the ending 
of the book, dropping a long footnote on marriage that had appeared in the “A” printing.  
The publisher filled the last page [324] with a catalogue of books that he published. These 
changes affected the spacing of the last four pages of the book (321-324) in the “A” and 
“B” printings. All else remained the same. Very few copies survive of the “A” TP and 
printing.   
 
“After the publication of Discours sur L’origine et les Fondemens de L’inegalité Parmi les 
Hommes, Rousseau felt increasingly unhappy in Paris... and installed himself in a small 
country house called “The Hermitage” belonging to a rich friend, Mme. d’Epinay. There 
followed a comparatively short but intense period of literary activity which saw the 
publication of the Lettre a d’Alembert sur les spectacles (1758), Julie, ou la Nouvelle 
Heloise  (1761), Emile (1762), and the Contract social (1762).” (EP, VII, p. 219)  

 
The book opens with one of literature’s most dramatic and famous statements: “Man is 
born free and yet everywhere he is in chains. One thinks himself the master of others, and 
still remains a greater slave than they. How did this come about? I do not know. What can 
make it legitimate? This question, I think I can answer.” He then argued that the central 
problem is to “find a form of association which can defend and protect with all the power 
of the community the person and possessions of each associate, and by which each person 
unites himself with all, but only obeys himself and thereby remains as free as before.” 
 
“The Contrat Social remains Rousseau’s greatest work… In the Age of Reason he 



 

 

advocated the greater force of intuition: against artificial refinement, he urged a return to the natural state. So, observing that 
under the French monarchy the effect of government was the greatest misery of the greatest number, his convinced and sincere 
republicanism needed to look no further… His fundamental thesis that government depends absolutely on the mandate of the 
people, and his genuine creative insight into a number of political and economic problems, give his work an indisputable 
cogency. It had the most profound influence on the political thinking of the generation following its publication. It was, after all, 
the first great emotional plea for the equality of all men in the state: others had argued the same cause theoretically but had 
themselves tolerated a very different government. Rousseau believed passionately in what he wrote, and when in 1789 a similar 
emotion was released on a national scale, the Contrat Social came into its own as the bible of the revolutionaries in building 
their ideal state. Still in print, translated into every language in cheap editions and paperbacks, it remains a crucial document of 
egalitarian government.” (PMM, 207) 
 
Not only Rousseau’s most famous work but also one of the most influential books in the history of France and of Western 
Civilization. 

 
Printing and the Mind of Man, 207 
 

Recently rebound in a contemporary style with marbled boards and ¾ leather with gilt title lettering on a red field. Small, 
older bookplate to inside front cover. Single, thin wormhole close to the inside gutter from page 129 from which it expands 
into a ¾” long trail (just barely affecting text on two pages) and then disappearing on page 147. There is an extremely faint 
triangular (maximum 1” on a side) water stain to the lower right corner from page 311 to the end. Otherwise, this is a 
remarkably fresh, bright and desirable copy. 

 
 

42    Santayana’s First “Realm” Book in a Beautiful Dust Jacket 
 

SANTAYANA, George. The Realm of Essence, Book First of Realms of Being, 
Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, 1927. Half title + TP + v-xix = Preface + xxi-xxiii = 
Contents, Quotes & half title + 1-183, Octavo. First Edition.  

$250 
 

This is the first of four books published by Santayana between 1927 and 1940 that were 
later gathered under the general title of The Realms of Being. The other three volumes 
were The Realm of Matter (1930), The Realm of Truth (1938), The Realm of Spirit  
(1940). These books comprise the second, generally called the ‘ontological’  phase of 
Santayana’s career..  

 
The Realm of Essence, in Santayana's view, has a type of primacy over all of the the 
other realms. To him, “Essence” is anything that is or has a character – this includes 
thoughts, imaginings, derivations of logic, and also material objects. Nothing can be 
experienced except through these essences, and they "are the only things people ever see, 
and the last they notice." Essence is awareness – and needs to be distinguished from 
knowledge or from faith, which he defines later in this series of books.  

 
A beautifully preserved copy in the original dust jacket with is very lightly chipped 
and comes with one closed tear (about 1”) to the bottom of the front panel. The 
book itself is fine with the book plate of a former owner (Lloyd L. Smith Jr.) to the 
rear of the front board. A gorgeous copy! 

 
 

43                      Jean-Paul Sartre on His Childhood 
 

SARTRE, Jean-Paul. Les Mots (Words), Gallimard, Paris, 1964. Half-title + TP + 1 leaf + Dedication page + 1 lear = half-title + 
[5]-213 + [214]-[215]  = Oeuvres de Jean-Paul Sartre + [216] = Printer’s Information, Octavo. Early Edition. 

$45 
 

An early edition of Sartre's reminiscences of his childhood and his thoughts about its effects on his work.  The true first edition 
shows a printing date on the final page of December 30, 1963. (The book was originally released in January of 1964.) This copy 
has a printing date of November 20, 1964.  

 
Original printed wrappers with a small erasure in the upper left corner of the front cover. A very good copy.  



 

 

44                                                A Magnificent First Edition Copy  
of Schopenhauer’s Prize-Winning Essay on Free Will 

 

SCHOPENHAUER, Arthur. “Kan Menneskets frei Villie bevises af dets Selvbevidsthed?” (Can Human Free Will be 
Proven from Self Consciousness?) En med det Kongelige Norske Videnskabers-Selskabs storre Guldmedaille belønnet 
Priis-Ashandling [published in] Det Kongl. Norske Videnskabers-Selskabs Skrifter i det 19de Aarhundrede / 3die Binds 
2det Hefte. Tryst af Tonnes Adreas Hoeg., Trondheim, 1840. Original front wrap + [1]-127 + original rear wrap, Quarto.  First 
Edition. 

 

$5,000 
 

OCLC locates just one American holding of this work – in the University of Southern California library. Only one copy has 
been found at auction in the last thirty years – at Sotheby’s in London, 1992.  
 
Schopenhauer’s prize-winning essay – in German – constitutes the first 100 pages of this publication which also includes an 
essay in Norwegian on constitutional law by Frederik Moltke Bugge, the President of the Royal Norwegian Academy (pp. 101-
127). [NOTE that the Inhold (Index) on the rear wrap incorrectly states that this essay begins on page 93.] 
 
This prize-winning essay was later re-titled Ueber die Freiheit des menschlichen Willens [On the Freedom of the Human Will] 
and included in Schopenhauer’s Die beiden Grundprobleme der Ethik [The Two Fundamental Problems of Ethics] that he 
published in 1841. The second entry in that book was another competition essay entitled Über der Grundlage der Moral [On the 
Foundations of Morality] that had been submitted to a competition sponsored by the Danish Academy of Science in 1840. 
While the current essay on free will won the Norwegian prize, the Danes refused Schopenhauer the prize – despite the fact that 
his essay was the only one submitted for that competition. 

 
Schopenhauer’s essay was presented to the Royal Norwegian Academy of Sciences in 1839 as a response to the competition 
question that they had posed: "Can human free will be proven from self-consciousness?”  
 
Schopenhauer’s conclusion was a resounding “No.”  
 
This competition presented him with a sterling opportunity to re-express the ideas that he had published in Die Welt als Wille 
und Vorstellung (The World as Will and Representation) in 1819 – ideas that had been largely ignored in the intervening twenty 
years.  
 
Schopenhauer began by analyzing the basic concepts of self-consciousness and freedom. He asserted that self-consciousness is a 
person's awareness of his own emotions, passions, desires and willing and that there are three basic types of freedom, namely, 
physical, intellectual, and moral: 
 

• Physical freedom is the absence of physical obstacles to actions. This is commonly thought to constitute freedom of the 
will. 
 

• Intellectual freedom results when the mind has a clear knowledge of the abstract or concrete motives to action – and 
this occurs when the mind is not affected by, for example, extreme passion or mind-altering substances. 

 
• Moral freedom is the absence of the influence of motives on a person's actions. 

 
According to Schopenhauer, when a person inspects his self-consciousness, he finds the feeling that "I can do whatever I will as 
long as I am not hindered." But, Schopenhauer claimed that this is merely physical freedom. He asserted "You can do what you 
will, but in any given moment of your life you can will only one definite thing and absolutely nothing other than that one thing." 
The two following quotes should provide some insight into both his thought and his fluid writing style: 
  

I can do what I will: I can, if I will, give everything I have to the poor and thus become poor myself — if I will! But I 
cannot will this, because the opposing motives have much too much power over me for me to be able to. On the other hand, 
if I had a different character, even to the extent that I were a saint, then I would be able to will it. But then I could not keep 
from willing it, and hence I would have to do so. 

– Chapter III 
 

As little as a ball on a billiard table can move before receiving an impact, so little can a man get up from his chair before 
being drawn or driven by a motive. But then his getting up is as necessary and inevitable as the rolling of a ball after the 



 

 

impact. And to expect that anyone will do something to which absolutely no interest impels them is the same as to expect 
that a piece of wood shall move toward me without being pulled by a string. 

            – Chapter III 
 

Schopenhauer asserts further that every human has a unique way of reacting to motives. This he calls “character” or the nature 
of the individual will. Because of this, virtue cannot be taught. The tendency toward good or evil is the result of our inborn 
character. Are two actions possible to a given person under given circumstances? No. Only one action is possible. Since a 
person's character remains unchanged, if the circumstances of his life were unchanged, could his life have been different? No. 
Everything that happens, happens necessarily. Through that which we do, we find out what we are. 
 

Let us imagine a man who, while standing on the street, would say to himself: "It is six o'clock in the evening, the work day 
is over. Now I can go for a walk, or I can go to the club; I can also climb up the tower to see the sun set; I can go to the 
theater; I can visit this friend or that one; indeed, I also can run out of the gate, into the wide world, and never return. All of 
this is strictly up to me, in this I have complete freedom. But still I shall do none of these things now, but with just as free a 
will, I shall go home to my wife. 

                              – Chapter III 
 
Man does at all times only what he 
wills, and yet he does this 
necessarily. But this is because he 
already is what he wills. 
 
                      – Chapter V 
 
As a result of this academic prize, 
Schopenhauer was elected a 
member of the Royal Norwegian 
Academy of Science and his 
reputation as a German philosopher 
at last began to grow. 
 
Beside the previously noted Die 
beiden Grundprobleme der Ethik 
(The Two Fundamental Problems of 
Ethics) published in 1841, he also 
released an expanded version of his 
master-work, Die Welt als Wille und 
Vorstellung (The World as Will and 
Representation) in 1844. With the 
publication of two aphoristic 
volume, Parerga und Paralipomena 
(Asides and Leftover), in 1851, 
Schopenhauer finally began to 
receive the philosophical 
recognition that he had sought 
throughout his entire life.   
 
He died in September of 1860. 
 
Original wraps preserved in 
stunning – albeit lightly soiled – 
condition. Even the spine lettering is 
completely intact and easily 
readable – a rarity in even the best 
preserved wraps copies from this 
era. The interior pages are fresh, 
bright and uncut. Preserved in a 
beautiful, half-leather clamshell 
box. A fine copy of a rare and 
important piece.  



 

 

45         “His Ideas Were Seminal and His Influence Is Continuous” 
Introducing the Phrase – “Conspicuous Consumption” 

 
VEBLEN, Thorstein.  The Theory of the Leisure Class, The Macmillan Company, New York, 1899. Half-title + TP + v-viii + 

1-400 + [401]-[402] = Publisher’s Advertisements + 1 blank leaf, Octavo.  First Edition. 
$6,000 

 
This masterful work of criticism of Gilded Age American Capitalism was the first of Veblen’s 
nine books. It made its author famous overnight and added a number of phrases to the language – 
most notably “conspicuous consumption”. It has been claimed that Veblen was the “last man to 
know everything” – an assertion that even he would have disputed. He was, however, extremely 
well-educated (earning his doctorate from Yale with a thesis on Kant) and spoke 25 languages 
while having a deep understanding of history, literature, art, science, technology, pedagogy, 
agriculture, labor relations and industrial development.  
 
This work, “the fruit of much lonely study and contemplation, this first book of Veblen’s 
catapulted him to prominence at the age of forty-two. Thoroughly independent and utterly ornery 
in his living and thinking, Veblen began here his long a provocative criticism of the business 
enterprise system which he conceived of as price economy. With acid irony and polysyllabic 
learning, he attacked…. the money habits of people with incomes above the subsistence level. 
Veblen had no talent for promotion or organization but his ideas were seminal and his influence 
is continuous.” (Grolier, One Hundred Influential American Books Printed Before 1900 – #100) 
 
Publisher’s original green (actually darker than these photos show) cloth with gilt lettering on the 
spine. Top edge gilt. Aside from some very small and mild abrasions to the front cover (see 
photo below) the binding on this book is just lovely. Contemporary ink inscription to front free 
endpaper “A. H. Lloyd / Jan. 1900”. Otherwise, unmarked, clean and bright. A really beautiful 
copy of major American classic. 
 
 

46      Whewell’s “Morality” in a Beautiful Leather Binding 
 

WHEWELL, William. Lectures on Systematic Morality, John W. Parker, London, 
1846. 1 blank leaf + TP + 1 leaf = Preface + 1 leaf + Contents + [1]-205 + 1 blank leaf, 
Octavo. First Edition.  

$800 
 

With a large ‘Prize Book” award label to the inside front cover from Stockwell Grammar 
School. The recipient was John Edwards of the Third Form and he was given this prize in 
the Mid-Summer 1850 for Writing (for the whole school) and attested to by J L. Watson, 
M.A.  
 
William Whewell (1794-1866) – one of the most important and influential figures in 
nineteenth-century Britain – was a polymath, wrote extensively on numerous subjects, 
including mechanics, mineralogy, geology, astronomy, political economy, theology, 
educational reform, international law, and architecture, as well as the works that remain 
the most well-known today in philosophy of science, history of science, and moral 
philosophy.  
 
In his own time his influence was acknowledged by the major scientists of the day, such 
as John Herschel, Charles Darwin, Charles Lyell and Michael Faraday, who frequently 
turned to Whewell for philosophical and scientific advice, and, interestingly, for 
terminological assistance. Whewell invented the terms “anode,” “cathode,” and “ion” for 
Faraday. Upon the request of the poet Coleridge in 1833 Whewell invented the English 
word “scientist” – before this time the only terms in use were “natural philosopher” and 
“man of science.” 

 



 

 

A beautiful, full-leather binding with gilt edges – given as a “prize book.” Some very minor wear to exterior. Gilt border on 
both front and back covers. Spine with five lightly raised bands and rich gilt decorations with title in gilt on a black field.  
The interior is immaculate. This is a really beautiful copy of this book.  
 
 

47          A First Edition Copy of Wittgenstein’s SECOND Great System of Thought 
 

WITTGENSTEIN, Ludwig. Philosophical Investigations. Basil Blackwell, Oxford, 
1953. Half title + TP + bound-in errata slip + [v]-xe + 1-232e, Octavo.  First Edition. 
(Frongia/McGuiness "P.I." p. 44). 

$750 
 

Laid-in is a two-page ALS from the philosopher John Wisdom, dated 1953, on 
philosophical subjects. 
 
The English first edition notes on the verso of the TP: ""First Printed in 1953" while the 
American first edition says: "First Printing".  Priority has always been given to the 
English edition. 
 
Wittgenstein worked on the Investigations for the last twenty years of his life and, in 
accordance with his wishes, the volume was published shortly after his death in the 
German text with a facing English translation. "A considerable part of the 
Investigations is an attack, either explicit or implicit, on the earlier work, [the 
Tractatus]. This development is probably unique in the history of philosophy -- a 
thinker producing, at different periods of his life, two highly original systems of 
thought, each system the result of many years of intensive labors, each expressed in an 
elegant and powerful style, each greatly influencing contemporary philosophy, and the 
second being a criticism and rejection of the first." (EP, VIII, p. 334)  
 

Original blue cloth with gilt lettering on the spine. Dust jacket a bit foxed with one 
short tear to the top, front edge. The spine is lightly sunned. Endpapers and edges 
lightly foxed, but otherwise clean and bright. A very nice copy of this important 
work by Wittgenstein. 

 
 
 

Alcoholism & Recovery 
 
 

48                     The Book that Inspired the Writers of “Alcoholics Anonymous” 
 

PEABODY, Richard. The Common Sense of Drinking. Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, 1931. Half-title + TP + 1 leaf = 
Dedication page + vii-viii = Preface + ix-xiv = Introduction + xv-xvi = Contents + half-title + 3-191. Octavo. First Edition, 
First Printing.       

$8,000 
 

The rare Common Sense of Drinking by Dick Peabody – a book that attempted to provide a solution to the ‘drink problem’ in 
the years immediately preceding the formation of Alcoholics Anonymous. This book also provided inspiration for Bill Wilson 
as he wrote the book Alcoholics Anonymous in late 1938 and early 1939 – with several of the important phrases and verbiage 
that Wilson appropriated when writing that book including: "Half measures were of no avail..." (p. 99), "Once a drunkard 
always a drunkard..." (p. 82) and "The story of the retired businessman..." (p. 123) 
 

Without the dust jacket. Black lettering and yellow designs on the red front cover as on the spine which is lightly sunned. 
Light glue residue to inside front cover. Some pages roughly trimmed. Otherwise, a really lovely copy of this important and 
elusive title.  



 

 

49 
 
PEABODY, Richard. The Common Sense of Drinking. Little, Brown, and Company, Boston, 1933. Half-title + TP + 1 leaf = 

Dedication page + vii-viii = Preface + ix-xiv = Introduction + xv-xvi = Contents + half-title + 3-191. Octavo. First Edition, 
Third Printing.       

$3,200 
 

Without the dust jacket. Blue lettering on front tan cover and spine along with yellow design elements. Water stain to front 
cover (1” x 4”) and some soiling to spine. Ex-library with plate on the front free endpaper and a detached library pocket / 
card (showing that the book was taken out) to the rear front free endpaper. Despite these problems, still a desirable copy of 
this extremely elusive title. 
 
 

50        First Edition, First Printing of “Alcoholics Anonymous” in Torn Dust Jacket 
             INSCRIBED by BILL WILSON to One of the Earliest Members of AA in New York City 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous. Works Publishing Company, New York City, 1939. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-
title + 1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Large Octavo. First Edition, First Printing.  

$50,000 
 

The first edition, first printing of the Big Book was produced by Cornwall Press in New York and printed on thick paper with 
wide margins (in order to justify the price of $3.50 a copy) in a press run of 4,650.   

 
INSCRIBED by Bill Wilson to Tom Birrell, one of the founding members of AA 
in New York: “Tom Birrell - / Our dear friend / of A.A., whose devotion / to our 
cause – and / to us – is one of / our brightest pages - / Affectionately / Bill + Lois / 
Xmas ‘44”  (NOTE: Lois Wilson also signed here own signature at the end.) 

 
The candid photo above shows an early AA gathering with Tom Birrell (circled in red) sitting just behind Ruth Hock (A.A.’s 
first secretary). On Tom’s immediate right is Dr. Bob’s wife, Anne Smith. The photo also shows A.A.’s co-founders, Dr. Bob 
Smith (in the upper left corner) and Bill Wilson (on the extreme right).  
 
Tom Birrell was one of just five AA members in New York – along with Bill Wilson, Fitz Mayo, Bert Taylor & Jim Burwell 
– who “contributed to the writing of the book” and who stayed continuously sober after the Big Book was published. 
(This information is taken from a handwritten commentary and list made by Jim Burwell – the famous NY atheist who insisted 
on putting ‘as we understood Him” in the Steps – inside his personal copy of the early Multilith printing of the book done in 
February of 1939 – now in a private collection. A typed transcription of this same list can be found in the GSO Archives in New 



 

 

York City.)  Given Tom’s sobriety date of February, 1939, it is unlikely that he 
made any kind of substantive contribution to the Big Book although he may have 
made suggestions for changes to the text – since the book was going through the 
final stages of editing between February and March of 1939. Tom remained 
sober until his death in 1964.  
 
But Tom Birrell’s contribution was not just limited to the fact that he was an 
early AA member. For one thing, he was a pioneer proponent of making 
contributions for both the ‘infrastructure’ and the common good of AA – a fact 
which Bill Wilson noted fondly in a talk that he gave in 1955 on the early days at 
the Manhattan Group: “Tom B. was leading the meeting that night, and at the 
intermission he put on a real plug for money, the first I’d ever heard. At that 
time, money and spirituality couldn’t mix, even in the hat. I mean, you mustn’t 
talk about money!... Well, Tom put on that heavy pitch, and… as the hat came 
along, I fished in my pocket and pulled out half a buck.”  
 
Concern for A.A. may not have been the only incentive for Tom’s “plug for 
money” because, as Bill notes when describing the beginnings of the first A.A. 
clubhouse in New York City: “We needed something homelike, maybe a club. 
The idea caught on, and two of the elders, Howard and Bert, promptly spotted 
just the thing on 334½ West Twenty-fourth Street and personally guaranteed the 
rent. Tom B., another stalwart, did the same thing for the club’s light, heat 
and telephone.” (See Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age, p. 180) 
 
Tom was an ‘old hand’ in A.A. – with over two years of sobriety – by the time 
Jack Alexander came around New York to research his story for the March 1, 
1941 issue of the Saturday Evening Post, One of the most famous photos printed 

with that article covers a half-page and shows Bill Wilson in the center of a semi-circle of surprisingly well-dressed attendees 
of “a typical clubhouse discussion group.” Seven of the ten people in that photo are shown full-face (including Lois Wilson 
and Ruth Hock). Tom Birrell is one of the three members with his back to the camera. (See Pass It On, p. 247 for a 
complete list of names in this famous photo.)  
 
Finally, Tom also served as one of the early Trustees of the Alcoholic Foundation (Alcoholics Anonymous Comes of Age, p. 
186). 

FIRST PRINTING ISSUE POINTS: 
 
• Title states "ONE HUNDRED MEN" 
• 29 personal stories 
• Price $3.50 
• Cover is RED, only printing in red 
• Jacket spine and front flap do not have a print number 
• Arabic numbers start at ‘Doctor’s Opinion’ 
• 400 arabic number pages (8 with roman numerals) 
• The 12th Step on page 72 reads:  

“Having had a spiritual EXPERIENCE as the result of these 
steps…” 

• Page 234, line 27 is duplicated on line 27 
• Published by Works Publishing Company 

 
A beautifully preserved and important inscription copy of “Big Red” – the 
first edition, first printing of Alcoholics Anonymous. There are two very 
minor spots to the lower front cover of the book, but it is otherwise clean and 
unworn with remarkably bright gilt lettering on the front cover and the spine. 
The dust jacket has, unfortunately, not been so lovingly treated. It is torn, 
chipped, ripped and inelegantly repaired with aging cellophane tape – but 
looking 100% authentic here in its protective cover! The interior is without 
markings of any kind – other than the inscription by Bill Wilson on the front 
fly leaf. A truly stunning copy of this landmark book that has been a life-
saver to so many  millions of people worldwide! 



 

 

51          First Edition, Ninth Printing of the Big Book in Original Dust Jacket 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous.   Works Publishing Inc., New York City, 1946. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-title 
+ 1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, Ninth Printing.  

$3,000 
The ninth printing had a press run of 20,000 copies. 

 
In original dust jacket (with “Ninth Printing” on spine and inside front flap). DJ has been torn and chipped in several places 
on the upper front panel and the spine. Blue cloth with bright gold lettering on spine. A very clean, unmarked and bright 
copy. 

 

52         First Edition, Eleventh Printing of the Big Book in Original Dust Jacket 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous.  Works Publishing Inc., New York City, 1947. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-title + 
1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, Eleventh Printing.  

$2,100 
The eleventh printing had a press run of 25,000 copies. 

 
In the original dust jacket with minor chips, closed tears and stains. Bright gilt lettering on spine. Former owner’s four line 
ink inscription and some old tape marks to front free endpaper. Otherwise, clean, tight and clean – a lovely copy. 

 

53           First Edition, Twelfth Printing of the Big Book in Original Dust Jacket 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous.  Works Publishing Inc., New York City, 1948. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-title + 
1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, Twelfth Printing.  

$1,950 
The twelfth printing had a press run of 42,350 copies. 

 
With the original dust jacket with very minor chipping and just a bit of sun to the spine. Bright gilt lettering on spine. 
Missing front free endpaper. Otherwise a clean, tight and beautiful copy. 

 

54        First Edition, Thirteenth Printing of the Big Book in Original Dust Jacket 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous. Works Publishing Inc., New York City, 1950. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-title + 
1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, Thirteenth Printing.  

$1,850 
The thirteenth printing had a press run of 50,000 copies. 

 
With the original dust jacket, worn and chipped with several closed tears. Jacket spine lightly sunned. Bright gilt lettering 
on book spine. Penciled former owner’s information to front free endpaper. Otherwise, clean, tight and completely 
unmarked – a very pretty copy.  

 

55        First Edition, Fourteenth Printing of the Big Book in Original Dust Jacket 
 

[WILSON,  Bill]. Alcoholics Anonymous.  Works Publishing Inc., New York City, 1951. Half-title + TP + v-viii + half-title + 
1-400 + 3 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, Fourteenth Printing.  

$1,750 
The fourteenth printing had a press run of 49,800 copies. 

 
In the original dust jacket which is lightly chipped  with several closed tears. One narrow 1½” gouge to spine of dust jacket. Gilt 
lettering to spine of book is bright. Otherwise, a very tight and clean copy.  



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

"The owl of Athena flies only at dusk"  
 

- Georg W. F. Hegel 
  Preface, Philosophy of Right 
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