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Athena Rare Books specializes in the history of ideas and, given our long devotion to that 
subject, we find it almost impossible to think of these eminent philosophers and scientists 
other than in the context in which they lived and the ways in which they related to one another 
in their own time. The rare books in this catalog are therefore arranged by the year of their 
publication in the hopes that reading this catalog may afford you the opportunity of 
experiencing at least a glimpse of the broad sweep that the history of ideas has had in the West 
over the past 400 years. For those who prefer a more traditional arrangement, we offer the 
alphabetical and topical listings below: 
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Sociology 38, 46 
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1   The Birth of the Science of Electricity and Early Experimental Physics  –  PMM 107 
 

GILBERT, William, DE MAGNETE, magneticisque corporibus, et de mango magnete tellure; Physiologia nova, plurimus & 
aegumentis, & experimentis demonstrata.(ON THE MAGNET, and magnetic bodies and on the slave magnet terrella; presenting 
new knowledge of nature with many new and experimental demonstrations), Petrus Short, Londoni, 1600. TP + [i]-[iii] = Præfatio 
+ [iv]-[viii] = Preface by Edward Wright + [ix] = Verborum + [x]-[xiv] = Index + [1]-240, Folio, 282 x 188 mm; 11⅛” x 7½”.   
First Edition. 

$ 75,000 
 

With a woodcut caduceus device (McKerrow 119) on title page, large woodcut 
arms of the author on verso, 88 woodcut illustrations and diagrams in text  (four 
full-page), large folding woodcut diagram (lightly browned) at page 200, fine 
decorative woodcut capitals, head- and tail-pieces.  
 
First edition of the first great work of experimental physics published in England; 
a scientific study of electricity and magnetism. By his commitment to subjecting 
all theories to experiment, Gilbert became “among the first to initiate the 
experimental method of science” (Dibner). This work is one of the finest examples 
of inductive philosophy and even more remarkable for its publication two decades 
prior to Bacon’s Novum Organum, where that method was actually explained for 
the first time.  
 
“Throughout the De Magnete Gilbert discussed and usually dismissed previous 
theories concerning magnetic phenomena and offered observational data and 
experiments which would support his own theories. Most of the experiments are 
so well described that the reader can duplicate them if he wishes, and the examples 
of natural occurrences which support his theories are well identified. When new 
instruments are introduced (for example the versorium, to be used in identifying 
electrics), directions for their construction and use are included” [DSB]. 
 
Studied by Kepler, Bacon, Boyle, Newton and, especially, Galileo (who used his 

ilbert also claimed another, less coveted kind of scientific repute by coming to see magnetism as the explanation for almost all 

 
All known copies have numerous ink emendations (not noted in the errata) which some have suggested shows that Gilbert saw the 

 
Printing and the Mind of Man 107 

Contemporary limp vellum with yapped (overlapping) edges. Spine lettered in manuscript but faded. Foot of spine expertly 
repaired. Title lightly browned with a few tiny repairs, final few leaves evenly browned with lower margins repaired, some 
spotting. Cloth folding case. Overall, a very pretty copy of this extremely important book.  

theories to support his own defense of Copernicus), Gilbert’s work is “the first 
major English scientific treatise based on experimental methods of research” 
[Printing and the Mind of Man 107]. Published only after eighteen years of 
personal study and experimentation, this book has Gilbert’s new discoveries 
marked in the margins with large and small asterisks to denote whether they were 
significant or minor. Among the 21 major and the 178 minor discoveries is the 
conclusion that the earth is one large magnet (an assertion that led Galileo to study 
magnetism), as well as the invention of the versorium, his electroscope or 
electrometer, the first instrument devised to measure electrical phenomena. In 
addition, Gilbert showed that a freely suspended magnet is controlled by the earth, 
and not, as supposed, by extra-terrestrial influence. His magnetic theory enabled 

him to explain the behavior of the compass-needle, the dip-needle, the magnetic condition of vertical masses of iron, and the 
magnetic properties of heated iron bars when allowed to cool while lying in the magnetic meridian. In Book 2, which was 
intended as a digression into the importance of amber (“electrum”) to magnetic studies, Gilbert coined the terms “electricity”, 
“electric force” and “electric attraction” – clearly establishing his reputation as the founder of electrical science. 
 
G
phenomena. This led Francis Bacon to attack him in his Sylva Sylvarum (1626) as being “one of those people so taken up with 
their pet subject of research that they could only see the whole universe transposed into the terms of it” (Butterfield, p. 56). This 
singular, scientific phenomena persists into our own days with numerous scientists currently describing major elements of the 
universe as working “exactly like the computer”.  

edition through the press personally. The present copy has manuscript corrections on pp. 11, 14, 22 and 47 – but not on p. 63 as 
seen in some copies.  
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expertly and seamlessly repaired. A lovely copy of this important book.  

 FACSIMILE Edition of Descartes Revolutionary Discours 
 

DESCARTES, Rene. Discours de la method (Discourse on Method), Officine Greafiche Co
Lecce, 1987. Limitation page + [i]-[iv] = Avant-Propos + TP + 3-413 + [414] = Advertissem
+ [415]
information. Facsimile Edition of the original 1637 printing.  

$ 350 
A limited edition of uncertain size – this copy being #194 – produced to commemorate the 350th 
anniversary of the book’s original publication.  

It is almost impossible to overestimate the impact and importance of Descartes first book. It has 
been compared to a hydrogen bomb detonated among the intelligentsia of Europe 
deva
 
“It is no exaggeration to say that Descartes was the first of modern philosophers and one of the 
first modern scientists… from [his] central propositions in logic, metaphysics and physics… 

m all modern scientific and philosophic thought.” [Printing and the Mind of Man, 129] ste
 

Bound in faux half-leather with tan marbled boards. With six raised bands on the spine and a 
paper label indentifying the author and the title. A fine copy of this reproduction of one of 

3         “The life of man is solitary, p
 

HOBBES, Thomas.  Leviathan, or the Matter, Form, & Power of a Comm
wealth Ecclesiastical and Civil. Printed for Andrew Crooke, at the Green D
in St. Paul's Church-yard, Lon
frontispiece + TP + [i]-[ii]
the Chapters + 1-2 + folded plate delineating the sciences + 3-394 + 1 blank leaf;
Small Folio. First Edition, Third Printing; (MacDonald & Hargreaves #44). 

$ 6,500
 

The third printing of the first edition with the five rows of ornaments on the title 
page. There are three editions with title-pages bearing 1651 imprints. The first 
with the ‘winged ornament’ on the title page, the second, with a “bear” ornam

d, with a 
triangular-type “ornament,” which is generally considered to date from around 
1680. See MacDonald & Hargreaves, pp. 27-30 for a full accounting of these 
differences.  

 
One of the foundational works in the field of Political Theory, Leviathan 
details Hobbes's notion of the origin of the State as a product of human reason 
meeting human need right through to the State’s destruction as a consequence of 
human passio
men (so well portrayed in the famous engraved title), should always be tendered 
the obedience of the individual (except to save his own life), as any government 
is, in Hobbes’s view, better than the natural anarchic state.  
 
Hobbes is a unique figure in the history of English political thought with his 
defense of absolutism – unpopular from the day it was published to the present 
with proponents of individual liberties – being based on expediency. “Hobbes’s 
deas have never appealed to proponents of the individual ri

modern totalitarians with their mystical vision of Volk, the fundamental nature of 
Hobbes's speculation has stimulated philosophers from Spinoza to the school of 
Bentham who reinstated him in his position as the most original political 
philosopher of his time" [Printing and the Mind of Man, 138] 

Contemporary full calf with lovely embossing on front and back covers.. Six 
bands on spine with red author/title label in gilt on a red field. Upper joint 



4      The Important First Latin Edition of Leviathan with Hobbes’ Final Revisions 
HOBB
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5                      First Edition, Fifth Issue of Spinoza’s Tractatus 
with Handwritten Borders and Eight Pages of Text in Contemporary Manuscript 

 

 Theologico-Politicus Continens Dissertationes aliquot, Henricum Künrath [Jan Rieuwertsz], 
x Capitum + 1-147 + 147 + 
tion, Fifth Issue.(Kingma-

Offenberg 7) 
$ 9,500 

berg, pp. 6-8) This copy corresponds to Kingma-Offenberg 7, i.e. page 192 is misnumbered as 92 and it c

 addition, this copy was – for whatever reason – missing Quires T and U (pp. 145-151) and these have been supplied in 

he Tractatus lists a false publisher and place of printing. This need for secrecy and subterfuge was driven by the extreme 

 

ES, Thomas.  Leviathan, sive De Materia, Forma, & Potestate Civitatis Ecclesiasticaæ et Civilis (Leviathan, or the Matter, 
 Power of a Commonwealth, Ecclesiastical and Civil). Joannem Blaeu, Amstelodami, 1670. 1 blForm &

Dedication + 1-365 + [366]-[368] = Index + [369]-[378] = Index + [379] = Scripturæ Sacræ 
& Erratum; small Quarto. First Latin Edition. (MacDonald & Hargreaves #45).  

$ 3,500 
 

During an age when English was little spoken and rarely read across the Channel, this 
Latin version is tremendously significant because it made Hobbes’ most important 
and controversial work (first published in 1651) finally accessible to all European 
readers. This Latin edition was, then, essential to the dissemination and understanding of 
Hobbes’ ideas within the scholarly community of his day.  

Over and above that important distinction, this volume contains an entirely new 
Appendix – presented in a “Question & Answer” format – with sections devoted to the 
Nicene Creed, to Heresy and Replies to Objections. Moreover, as MacDonald and 
Hargreaves note in their Addendum, “The Latin version o
from the English: it is the Latin versions in which Hobbes really expressed his opinions… 
In his Latin version he was less concerned with personalities” [M&H, p. xvi].  

Contemporary full paneled calf with four raised bands and gilt lettering for the title. 
Rebacked preserving the original spine. With the armorial bookplate of John Peyto 
Verney, Lord Willoughby de Broke to the inside front cover and a more recent, but 
simple and elegant, bookplate for Jeffry R. Willis to the front fly leaf. The

at the lower front joint. The text is clean and bright making that an overall excellent 
copy of this important Radical Enlightenment work. 
 

SPINOZA, Benedict. Tractatus
Hamburgi [Amsterdam], 1670 [after 1677?]. 1 blank leaf + TP + [i]-[viii] = Præfatio + [ix]-[x] = Inde
148 + 148 + 149 + 149 + 150 + 150-191 + 92 + 193-233 + 1 blank leaf, small Quarto. First Edi

  

The Tractatus Theologico-Politicus has one of the most complicated and muddied publication histories of any major 
philosophical work. The book’s most recent and exhaustive bibliographers, Kingma-Offenberg, point out that in spite of all the 
research, the problem of the sequence of the editions and/or issues of the Tractatus has not yet been definitely solved. (See 
Kingma-Offen ontains 
no “Errata Typographica” on p. [234]. Note that despite the title page date of 1670, Kingma-Offenberg speculates that this copy
was most likely printed sometime after 1677. 
 
This particular copy has beautiful and elegant contemporary double-lined and intersecting handwritten textual borders on each 
page (including the title page) in faded sepia-toned ink. This same ink has been used to underline each word on the title page and 
the two “Index Capitum” pages along with the textual headers found on each page.  
 

 

In
manuscript (and bordered as all of the other pages are) on twelve pages (six leaves) that are positioned correctly within the book. 
These handwritten pages are actually quite charming to see in the middle of this book. 
 
T
religious and political climate in Holland during Spinoza’s lifetime, by the charges of atheism leveled against him and by his 
intensely felt desire to avoid being drawn into any public controversy 



“His fame spread and when he left Leiden for the Hague in 1663 he was already 
finding it difficult to prevent the surreptitious printing of his first great work, the 
Tractatus Theologico-Politicus. It constituted an extension to political thought of 

elt deeply 
bout the issues he addressed, and – in contrast to the generally dispassionate Ethics 

lt titling on a red field. 
Corners and edges lightly rubbed. With beautiful and elegant contemporary 

 copy was – for whatever reason – missing 
d bordered as all of the other pages are) on 
 really quite charming to see in the middle of 

his ethical views. Man is moved to the knowledge and love of God; the love of God 
involves the love of our fellow men. Man, in order to obtain security, surrenders 
part of his right of independent action to the State. But the State exists to give 
liberty, not to enslave; justice, wisdom and tolerance are essential to the sovereign 
power. Spinoza’s thought, a fusion of Cartesian rationalism and the Hebraic 
tradition in which he grew up, is a solitary but crystal-clear exposition of the theory 
of natural right. He defends with eloquence the liberty of thought and speech in 
speculative matters, and the Tractatus contains the first clear statement of the 
independence of each other of philosophy and religion, in that speculation and 
precepts of conduct cannot collide.” [Printing and the Mind of Man 153] 
 
“The Theological-Political Treatise is one of the most eloquent arguments for a 
secular, democratic state in the history of political thought. Spinoza f
a
– his sentiments in the Treatise are strong and unmistakable.” [Nadler, Spinoza, A 
Life, Cambridge University Press, 1999, p. 285] 
 

Bound in lovely contemporary full leather with five raised bands on the spine, 
each spine compartment with gilt decorations and with gi

double-lined and intersecting handwritten textual borders on each page 
(including the title page) in faded sepia-toned ink. This same ink has been used 
to underline each word on the title page and the two “Index Capitum” pages 
along with the textual headers on each page. On the title page, the name 
“Spinoza” has been added in an elegant contemporary hand. In addition, this
Quires T and U (pp. 145-151) and these have been supplied in manuscript (an
twelve pages (six leaves) that are positioned correctly within the book. (They are
the book.) Overall, a very pretty and desirable copy of Spinoza’s important and influential work in the history of Western 
political thought.  



  6                Isaac Newton’s Monumental Principia Mathematica  
A Foundation Stone for All of Modern Science  

 
The Robert Honeyman Copy of the Second Edition (First Amsterdam Issue, 1714) 

 
NEWTON, Isaac. Philosophiæ Naturalis Principia Mathematica, Auctore Isaaco Newtono, Equite Aurato. Edition Ultima, 

Auctior et Emendatior. Sumptibus Societatis, Amstælodami, 1714. [i] = Dedication page + [iii]-[iv] = Halley’s Poem to Newton 
+ [v]-[viii] = Newton’s Preface [1713] + [ix]-[xxiv] = Editor’s Preface + [xxv]-[xxvi] = Index + 1-484 + [485]-[491] = Index 
Rerum. Quarto. Second Edition, Second Printing (Amsterdam Issue). 

$ 25,000 
 
 

The title page printed in red and black with an engraved device. Illustrated throughout with numerous woodcut diagrams and with 
a folded engraved plate illustrating the orbits of comets facing page 464.  
 
Newton’s monumental Principia was originally presented to the world in 1687. The second – much enlarged – edition was 
published in Cambridge in 1713. This second printing of that revised text was released the following year in Amsterdam having 
been entirely reset from the Cambridge copy and the text corrected for known errors. (There was yet another Amsterdam printing 
of this second edition in 1723.) The third edition of the Principia – the last in Newton’s lifetime – was published in 1726.  

 
In September of 1709 Newton placed the 
emended text of Principia into the hands of his 
editor Roger Cotes who suggested further 
revisions and wrote a lengthy preface defending 
the Newtonian system. His preface includes an 
interesting reference to the New World as Cotes 
asserts that the law of gravity functions in 
America precisely as it does in Europe. Newton 
himself lists the major emendations at the end of 
his author's preface. These changes pertain to the 
laws of orbiting bodies, the resistance of fluids, 
lunar declinations, and comets.  
 
"Richard Bentley, Master of the Trinity College, 
was instrumental in bringing out this second 
edition, which was edited by Roger Cotes, F.R.S. 
In his important preface, Cotes attacks the 
Cartesian philosophy, then still in vogue in the 
universities, and refutes an assertion that 
Newton's theory of attraction is a causa occulta. 
It contains a second preface by Newton and 
considerable additions, the chapters on the lunar 
theory and the theory of comets being much 
enlarged" [Babson 12]. 

 
It is in this edition of the Principia that 
Newton’s famous additions to the theory of the 
motion of the moon and the planets appear, as 
well as many other important additions and 
corrections including the famous General 
Scholium in which Newton gives a general 
resume of the work.  

A beautiful contemporary full vellum 
binding. There is the old illustrated bookplate 
of Christian Ernst and Robert Honeyman’s  
bookplate on the inside front cover. 
Otherwise an absolutely gorgeous copy of 
this world-famous and important book.  

 



7             The Fullest Exposition of Malebranche’s Ethical Theories 
 

MALEBRANCHE, Nicholas. Traitte de Morale (Treatise on Morality). Chez Balthasar D’Egmond & Compaigne, Cologne, 
1683. 1 blank leaf + TP + [i]-[vi] = Aux Lecteurs + 1-420 +[421] = Errata + 2 blank leaves. 12mo. First Edition. 

$ 650 
 

In the Traité de morale, Malebranche elaborates on just what is involved in our love of God and provides a full accounting of our 
ethical duties.  
 
For Malebranche, God's ubiquitous causal activity does not eliminate freedom of the will in 
human beings. God is the direct source of an invincible inclination or 'natural motion' in the soul 
towards good in general. We cannot not will to be happy, and we necessarily love what we 
'clearly know and vividly feel' to be good. But it is in our power to allow or to refuse to allow 
this general determination towards good given to us by God to rest upon one or another of the 
particular things we believe to be good. All minds, he notes, love God 'by the necessity of their 
nature', and if they love anything else, it is by a free choice of their will. We sin when, rather 
than directing the will by a clear and distinct perception of the supreme good to the love of God, 
we allow it to be directed away from God towards the pleasing but false goods presented to us 
by our senses.  
 
Within God, there lies an immutable order or law which God consults when acting. This order is 
constituted by what Malebranche calls 'relations of perfection', which in turn entail a hierarchy 
of value among beings. Order dictates, for example, that a beast is more perfect, hence more 
worthy or 'estimable' than a rock, and a human being more perfect and worthy than a beast. A 
human being is thus to be treated with more consideration than a horse. Through our 'union with 
the eternal word, with universal reason' we can have rational knowledge of order. Our duty, 
then, consists in 'submitting ourselves to God's law, and in following order'. We ought, like 
God, to regulate our actions and esteem by consulting it. In this way, 'there is a true and a false, 
a just and an unjust' that is binding upon all intelligent beings. Malebranche insists that our 
principal duty and our 'fundamental and universal virtue' is to love order and obey its precepts. 

 
Contemporary full leather with five raised bands on the spine and gilt lettering and/or decorations in each compartment. 
Corners a bit worn and the joints are lightly cracked in a few places, but absolutely firm. Head and foot of the spine are neatly 
chipped by about ¼” each. The author’s name has been added to the title page in a small and neat contemporary hand just 
beneath the title. A clean and tight copy of this important Christian exposition of Descartes’ revolutionary approach.  

 
 

8     A Lovely First Edition of Locke’s Essay – in Later Full Leather  –  PMM 164 
 

LOCKE, John.  An Essay Concerning Humane Understanding. In Four Books., Eliz. Holt for Thomas Basset, London, 
1690. 2 blank leaves + TP + [i]-[iv] = The Epistle Dedicatory + [v]-[ix] = The Epistle to the Reader + [x] = Errata + 1-362 + 
[363]-[384] = Contents + 2 blank leaves, small Folio arranged as a Quarto, 7½” x 12¼” (inner). First Edition, First Issue, 
(Yolton 61A). 

$ 75,000 
 

First edition, first issue – the title page listing Eliz. Holt, with the “SS” in “ESSAY” correctly printed and the thirty typographical 
ornaments. This copy has four of six possible misnumbered pages for this edition which Yolton notes appearing in “many copies 
of both issues, indiscriminately”: 85 as 83, 287 as 269, 296 as 294 and 303 as 230 (in some copies 76 is 50 and 77 is 55).  In 
addition, page 55 has the called-for misprint “Underwandings” at the bottom of the page and the Roman numerals for the chapter 
numbers reading incorrectly at the top of pages 57 and 263. Finally, page 90 has deleted the paragraph indicator “§24.” [See Jean 
S. Yolton, John Locke, A Descriptive Bibliography, Thoemmes Press, 1998, pp. 70 for details on these variations.] 
 
In his Introduction to the Clarendon Edition of the Essay [Oxford, 1975], Peter Nidditch “estimate[ed] that about 900 copies of 
the First Edition were printed, by far the greater number of them belonging to the Holt issue.” (Nidditch, pp. xviii-xix) while 
Yolton, citing this estimate, claims: “We do not know the number of copies printed; Peter Nidditch has estimated about 900 
copies were published, chiefly of the Holt issue. But it is possible there were as few as 500.” [Yolton, pp 69-70] 

 

http://www.muslimphilosophy.com/ip/rep/da055.htm#DA055WKENT6


Yolton, in her definitive bibliography clearly identifies the Holt imprint as 
the “first edition, first issue” (pp. 67-8) and notes, “it is generally assumed 
that the Holt issue is the earlier because the title-page of the other, Mory, issue 
is a cancellans. I would assume that after all pages of the text had been 
printed, Basset came to some financial arrangement with Edward Mory to 
help sell it. Johnson has stated: “It is probable that Mory acquired his rights in 
the book only shortly before the advertisement in the London Gazette of 29 
May 1690 which give his name as publisher” (p. 69). It should be noted that 
the book was printed in late November of 1689 and copies had been 
distributed to Locke as early as December 3, 1689 (p. 69).  
 
The seminal Essay addresses the foundation of human knowledge and 
understanding. Locke describes the mind at birth as a blank slate (tabula rasa, 
although he did not use those actual words) filled later through experience. 
The essay was the most important early source of empiricism in modern 
philosophy, and influenced many enlightenment philosophers such as 
George Berkeley and David Hume. More than any other, this book set 
British philosophy on its subsequent empirical course.  
 
Book II of the Essay importantly sets out Locke's theory of ideas, including 
his distinction between passively acquired simple ideas, such as "red," 
"sweet," "round," etc., and actively built complex ideas, such as numbers, 
causes and effects, abstract ideas, ideas of substances, identity, and diversity. 
Locke also distinguishes between the truly existing primary qualities of 
bodies, like shape, motion and the arrangement of minute particles, and the 
secondary qualities that are "powers to produce various sensations in us" such 
as "red" and "sweet." These secondary qualities, Locke claims, are dependent 
on the primary qualities. He also offers a theory of personal identity, offering 
a largely psychological criterion. Book III is concerned with language, and 
Book IV with knowledge, including intuition, mathematics, moral philosophy, 
natural philosophy (what we would call ‘science’), faith and opinion.   

 
Printing and the Mind of Man 164 

Recent period-style full-leather binding with five ribs on the spine and author/title gilt lettering to a red field spine label. 

th Century Feminist Tract from England 

,  Judith?]. An Essay in Defence of the Female Sex, in which are Inserted the 

$ 2,500 
 

With the A8-B4-B8 collation called for in the first printing, along with the Errata wh

requently attributed to Mary Astell (the author of A Serious Proposal to the Ladies and other 

Contemporary calf with a thumb-sized piece of matching leather expertly inserted into the 

collectible copy of a rare work.  

 

Light worming to the text begins at page 339 and continues until the end [384] with some small losses to text on perhaps half 
of those pages – but none to such a degree as to be unreadable. A truly lovely copy of this important philosophical work. 

 
9     First Edition of a Revolutionary 17
 

DRAKE[
Charactres of a Pendant, a Squire, a Beau, a Vertuoso, a Poetaster, a City-Critck, &c., Roper, 
Wilkinson & Clavel, London, 1696. TP + [i]-[vi]  = Dedication to Princess Anne of Denmark + 
[vii]-[xviii] = Preface + [xix]-[xxi] = Poem by James Drake + [xxii] = Errata + 1-148 + [149]-
152] = Contents. small Octavo. First Edition, First Printing. 

ich was 
dropped in the second printing done in the same year. Lacks the frontispiece which appears in 
some copies.  
 
F
works), today this work is more commonly attributed to Judith Drake, a woman who published 
several other works using pseudonyms. The extremely early English Feminist tract calls for 
the education for women and defends their intellectual equality.  

top left front cover. Spine with five raised bands. On the front flyleaf are two old entries by 
prior owners: "Jane Corbett her book 1698" and "Jane Ridgway her book 1711." A very 

 



10       Third Edition of the First History of Philosophy Published in English 
     

NLEY, Thom
 

STA as. The History of Philosophy: Containing the Lives, 

    

$ 1,750 
 

A grossly mis-numbered printing (and with the author’s name missp  

he first edition of this work appeared in 1655-1662 in four parts and the 

tanley – whose Life of the Author is printed here for the first time – was 

Recently rebound in ¾ leather using contemporary marbled boards. Pages 

 

Opinions, Actions and Discourses of the Philosophers of every Sect., Printed 
for W. Battersby, Hugh Norton, Tho. Chockerill, Herbert Walwyn and A. & J. 
Churchill, [London], 1701. 1 leaf with an engraved portrait of Stanley on verso 
+ TP + [i] = Dedication page + [ii] = Preface + [iii]-[xvii] = The Life and 
Writings of Thomas Stanley + [xviii] = Publisher’s ads + [xix]-[xxxiv] = The 
Table [of Contents] + 1-48, 51-66, 73-83, 85-86, 86-95, 97, 97-103, 102, 105-
107, 109-110, 110-123, 123, [124]-[130], 132-167, 170, 169-192, 201-202, 
195-196, 179, 198, 207-208, 201-227, 128, 229-297, 398, 299, 308-309, 302-
321, 222, 323-328, 321-593, 495, 595-658, [659]-[667] = The Table, [668]-
[671] = Conjecture + TP (“The History of the Chaldaick Philosophy” – 
dated 1701) + [i] = Dedication page + [ii] = Preface + 1-8, 17-18, 11-12, 12, 
14, 23-24, 17-33, 26, 35-38, 21, 40-63 + [64] = Publisher’s ads., Folio. 
Third Edition. 

elled as 
“Standley” on both dedication pages) includes the lovely frontispiece of the 
author by Faithorne along with twenty-six 8” high, full-length portraits of 
different philosophers scattered throughout the text (for examples, see the 
portraits of Socrates, Xenophon and Diogenes  below).  
 
T
second edition of 1687 was the first to contain all four parts together in one 
volume. This third edition follows the format of the second.  
 
S
one of the foremost classical scholars of his day, here presenting the progress 
of thought in Ancient Greece in the form of a series of critical biographies of 
the philosophers. Stanley’s aim was to provide the necessary information 
concerning all "those on whom the attribute of Wise was conferred."  He 
“adopted the general structure, the biographical emphasis, the doxographical 
method characteristic of Diogenes [Laertius]. Stanley’s history ran into four 
editions in England between 1655 and 1743 and was translated into Latin and 
published in that language at Amsterdam in 1690, Leipzig in 1711, and Venice 
as late as 1733.” [Encyclopedia of Philosophy, VI, p. 227] 
 

unevenly foxed (and grossly mis-numbered) throughout. Still, a very 
pretty copy of this fascinating early work on the history of philosophy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



11    Third Edition of Hume’s Essays, Moral and Political – Corrected and Expanded 
   The Book That Brought Him to the Attention of Montesquieu  

 
 

HUME, David.  Essays, Moral and Political, A. Millar & A. Kincaid, London, 1748. TP + [iii]-iv = Contents + 1-312 + 1 blank 
leaf. 12mo. Third Edition. 

$ 1,100 
A collection of 26 essays that appear here “Corrected” and “with additions.”  
 
It was with the publication of this third edition of the Essays, Moral and Political that 
Hume’s name finally appeared on the title page as its author for he “was finally prepared to 
name himself as [the] author” [Mossner, p. 221].  
 
It was also this edition of the work that led to an important exchange between Hume and 
Montesquieu and the beginning of David Hume’s emergence as a force within the 
world of European letters and philosophy: 
 

“To the great Montesquieu, it would appear, belongs the credit for having been the first 
distinguished thinker to recognize the genius of Hume. Having read  the 1748 edition 
of Essays, Moral and Political, Montesquieu was so taken with it that he sent the 
author his own Esprit des Loix, which Hume had already read at Turin. Hume, in turn, 
sent Montesquieu a copy of the Philosophical Essays, and on 10 April 1749 wrote him 
a fine letter of appreciation, taking the occasion to offer detailed criticism of the kind 
that he himself always begged from friends.” [Mossner, p. 229] 

 
Contemporary marbled boards with half leather binding. The boards are worn 
at the time and lightly soiled. The spine with five gilt rules and “Hume’s / 
Essays” in gilt lettering on a black field. The joints cracked but holding very 
firm. A neat and clean copy of this wide-ranging work by Hume.   

 
12           The Most Shocking Enlightenment Declaration of Atheism 
 

, JuLA METTRIE lien. L'Homme Machine (Man, the Machine). Leyde: Elie Luzac, Fils, 1748.  1 blank leaf + 1 leaf with 

   $ 5,500 
The very rare second edition of La Mettrie's L'Homme Machine - the first edition (numbering 108 pages 

oger Stoddard, in his recent bibliography on La Mettrie, lists the rare 108 page version (#30) as the 

ecently rebound in period style with gilt decorations on the spine and gilt lettering on a red field. A single stamp to the TP 
and to the page preceding it and on the verso of the final page. Otherwise, an absolutely lovely copy of an extremely rare 
little book. 

engraved print on verso + 1 leaf with handwriting identifying this book and another by Voltaire (previously bound in here) + TP + 
[i]-[iv] = Avertissement + [vi]-[xviii] = Dedicace + [1]-109 + 1 blank leaf, 12mo. Sometimes referred to as the "X" issue of the 
First Edition but, more accurately, the Second Edition, (Stoddard 31). 

and sometimes referred to as the "W" issue) having been destroyed on orders of the Consistoire of 
Leyden in December of 1747 with almost no copies surviving. Tchemerzine (VI, p. 465) reports only 6 
to 8 extant copies of this edition - but incorrectly claims a TP date of 1747. Tchemerzine then lists a 148 
page edition as being the next edition issued after this rare first edition but this has since been proved to 
be a later piracy and is sometimes referred to as the "Y" issue.    
 
R
true first edition. He differentiates between two 109 page versions (#31 & #32) by noting that the first 
has a 6 line quote from Voltaire on the TP while the second has a 7 line quote. Although both of these 
books have title pages listing 1748 (MDCCXLVIII) as the publication date, Stoddard notes that the first 
(#31) was published in "1752 or before" and the second (#32) in 1764. This copy has the 6-line quote 
from Voltaire identifying it as Stoddard’s #31.  This book marks the starting point of modern 
materialism and was the most forceful expression of the anti-religious sentiment of the 
Enlightenment. In La Mettrie's "human machine' there was no essential difference between conscious 
and unconscious behavior, no freedom of the will, no rational soul and no moral good beyond the 
perfectibility of the mechanism. In its final consequence, this doctrine of physiological determinism 
leaves no freedom to the individual and all human actions are intrinsically amoral.  

 
R



13  
54, A. 

$ 8,700 

 
TITLES & PRINTING DATES

  A Complete First Edition Set of Hume’s Six-Volume History of England 
 

HUME David.  The History of England [Great Britain]  (in Six Volumes). Hamilton, Balfour, and Neill, Edinburgh, 17
Millar, London, 1757, 1759 & 1762. First Editions of All Six Volumes. 

Bound in chronological order – rather than the order in which they were published: 

: 

olume 1: The History of England from the Invasion of Julius Caesar to the Accession of Henry VII [Hume’s Vol. 1 – 1762] 
from the Invasion of Julius Caesar to the Accession of Henry VII [Hume’s Vol. 2 – 1762] 

olume 3: The History of England under the House of Tudor [Hume’s Vol. 1 – 1759] 

s II and James II  [Hume’s Vol. 2 – 1757] 

 
V
Volume 2: The History of England 
V
Volume 4: The History of England under the House of Tudor [Hume’s Vol. 2 – 1759] 
Volume 5: The History of Great Britain: The Reigns of James I and Charles I [Hume’s Vol. 1 – 1754] 
Volume 6: The History of Great Britain: The Commonwealth and the Reigns of Charle
 
COLLATION OF EACH VOLUME: 
 
Volume 1: 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + [v]-viii = Contents + [1]-424, Quarto. 

+ [v]-viii = Contents + [1]-446 + [447] = Errata + 1 blank leaf, Quarto. 
olume 3: Half-title + TP + [v]-viii = Contents + [1]-402 + 1 blank leaf, Quarto. 

r's ads, Quarto. 
arto. 

s + 1 blank leaf, Quarto.  
 

Volume 2: 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP 
V
Volume 4: 1 blank leaf + TP + [iii]-iv = Contents + [403]-739 + [740] = Publishe
Volume 5: 1 blank leaf + TP + [iii]-vi = Contents & Errata + [1]-473 + [474] = Publisher's ads + 1 blank leaf, Qu
Volume 6: 1 blank leaf + TP + [i]-v = Contents + [1]-459 + [460] = Publisher's ad



Hume’s great History of England – the theme of which is liberty – concentrates on the development of English constitutional law 
from the Anglo-Saxon period to the Revolution of 1688.  
 
In Hume's lifetime, he was more famous as a historian than as a philosopher and this six-volume History of England continued to be 
a bestseller well into the nineteenth century and was the standard work on English history for many years. 
 
During the Jacobite Rebellion of 1745, Hume tutored the Marquise of Annandale (who was officially described as a "lunatic") This 
engagement ended in disarray after about a year, but it was then that Hume started his great historical work The History of Great 
Britain which would take him over fifteen years and run to more than a million words.  
 
In 1752, Hume was appointed librarian to the College of Advocates in Edinburgh. This provided him with tremendous resources 
and sufficient time and the opportunity to devote much of this time to the writing of this magnificent six-volume History of 
England. This work was not a new and independent interest of Hume's, rather, he saw it as a continuation of his other work, 
a "practical application" of his theses on politics. 

 
Beautiful contemporary full calf bindings. Each spine with five ribs and gilt lettering and volume numbers in the second and 
third compartments. Front joints of Volumes 3 & 6 professionally reinforced. With the contemporary armorial bookplate of 
John Carre of Nisbet House, Berwickshire, Scotland in Volume 1 along with the bookplates of Lord Sinclair of Nisbet House 
and James Heron Watson in all six volumes. The only faults worthy of mention would be a 3” diagonal tear to the title page 
of Volume 3 and a wormhole to the rear three leaves of the same volume – not affecting the text. Overall, this is a truly 
beautiful set of books by the brilliant philosopher and popular historian, David Hume.  
 
 

14     The True First Edition of Voltaire’s Revolutionary Candide – PMM 204 
 

[VOLTAIRE, Francois Marie Arouet de],  Candide, ou l’Optimisme, traduit de l’allemand de Mr. Le Docteur Ralph (Candide, 
or The Optimist, translated from the German of Dr. Ralph). [Gabriel Cramer], [Geneva], 1759. TP + [3]-299. 12mo.              
True First Edition of Candide, (Barber 299G). 

 

[bound with] 
 

[CAMPIGNEULLES, Charles Claude Laurent de Thorel de, OR DULAURENS, abbe Henri-Joseph (?)] Candide, ou 
l’Optimisme, traduit de l’allemand de Mr. Le Docteur Ralph, Seconde Partie, Aux Délices, [Holland], 1761. TP + [i]-[ii] = 
Introduction + [1]-98 + [99]-[100] = Table des Chapitres, small Octavo. Second Edition. 

$ 55,000 
 

The true first edition of Voltaire’s immensely readable and still highly entertaining 
classic, Candide, which has a printing history so complicated that it has taken years 
to unravel. The book was such a sensation that it was instantly pirated 16 times in 
the first year of its release. The most comprehensive explanation of the 17 different 
printings bearing the year 1759 on the title page can be found in Giles Barber’s 25-page 
exposition in Volume 48 of Les Oeuvres Completes de Voltaire (see pp. 86-110) 
published by The Taylor Institution, Oxford in 1980.  
 
Barber describes four issues of 299 pages (the first of which is this first printing offered 
here), six issues of 237 pages, two of 167 pages, two of 215 pages and three of 176, 190 
and 301 pages respectively. The priority of this first 299-page printing done by Cramer 
of Geneva is now beyond question (Barber’s 299G). 
 
This copy has all of the required issue points for that first edition, first issue: 
 

• the correct 22 ornamental designs called for by Barber (among others, the 
ornaments on the title page and on page 279 are different from those used 
in each of the other three 299-page printings);  

• page 103, line 4, has the misprint “que ce ce fut” (corrected to “que ce fut” 
in later editions);  

• page 125, line 4, has “précisément” (corrected to “précipitamment” in later 
editions);  

• the elimination of the paragraph break on page 31;   
• the rewritten short sentences on page 41 regarding the Lisbon earthquake; 
• and without the cancelled paragraph (beginning “Candide était affligé…”) 

on page 242 
 



Also bound in this volume is the second edition of a spurious work first published in 1760 that purported to be the “second part” 
of Candide. Although no one seriously considered Voltaire (who had been instantly identified as the author of the “first part”) to 
be the author of this work, it was reprinted at least fourteen times in the next 37 years. (A complete bibliographical description of 
these printings of the “second part” can be found at http://du.laurens.free.fr/bibliographie/Can_inventaire.htm.) 
Compigneulles was originally suspected of being the author of “part two,” but he consistently denied this. More recent 
scholarship points towards the abbe Henri-Joseph Dulaurens as the actual author of the piece. The original confusion arose 
because one of Voltaire’s supporters, in order to protect him, implausibly and mischievously, ascribe the book to Thorel de 
Campigneulles, a journalist of impeccably orthodox views – which he vigorously denied. Campigneulles seems to have taken his 
revenge a few years later by publishing (also anonymously), Candide en Dannemarc (Candide in Denmark), a continuation of the 
work which he had been falsely accused of writing, It was, in effect, Candide Part Three. 

 
Printing and the Mind of Man 204 
 

Bound in late 19th century full calf with gilt borders on the front and rear boards and elaborate gilt decoration and lettering on 
the spine which has four bands. The finely decorated leather continues along the inside edge of each board accenting the 
lovely marbled end papers. With a small personal ownership label (“A. Perreau) affixed to the verso of the marbled front fly 
leaf along with the hinged attachment of a small former bookseller’s description. There is some very minor staining to the 
title page, but the book is otherwise tight, bright and clean. A very desirable copy of one of the most entertaining classics in 
the Western Canon.  

 
15           Priestley Defends His ‘Unorthodox’ Theories of Metaphysics 
 

PRIESTLEY, Joseph. A Free Discussion of the Doctrines of Materialism, and Philosophical Necessity, in a 
Correspondence between Dr. Price, and Dr. Priestley. To which are added, by Dr. Priestley, an Introduction, Explaining the 
Nature of the Controversy, and Letters to Several Writers who have Animadverted on his Disquisitions relating to Matter and 
Spirit, or his Treatise on Necessity. Printed for J. Johnson and T. Cadell, London, 1778. TP + [a]-[f] = Dedication + [i]-xxxix = 
Introduction + [xli]-xliv = Table of Contents + [xlv] = Advertisement + half title + 3-428 + [429]-[432] = Publisher’s ads for 
Priestley’s books + 1 blank leaf. Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 1,100 
 

“Priestley's metaphysical unorthodoxies considerably disturbed his old friends, 
provoking a candid but good-tempered correspondence with Richard Price, published in 
1778 as A Free Discussion of the Doctrines of Materialism.” [Edwards].  
 
Priestley preaches for a philosophy that incorporates four concepts: determinism, 
materialism, causation and necessitarianism. He argues that, by studying the natural 
world, people would learn how to become more compassionate, happy, and prosperous.  
 
In addition, Priestley strongly suggests that there is no mind/body dualism and puts 
forth a materialist philosophy founded on the principle that everything in the 
universe is made of matter that we can perceive. He also contends that discussing the 
soul is impossible because it is made of a divine substance, and humanity cannot 
perceive the divine. Despite his separation of the divine from the mortal, this position 
shocked and angered many of his readers, who believed that such a duality was 
necessary for the soul to exist 
 
Responding to both Holbach and Hume, Priestley maintains that materialism and 
determinism could be reconciled with a belief in God. Maintaining that humans had no 
free will, he argues that what he called "philosophical necessity" is consistent with 
Christianity. Like the rest of nature, man's mind is subject to the laws of causation, 
Priestley contends, but because a benevolent God created these laws, the world and the 
people in it will eventually be perfected and therefore evil is only an imperfect 
understanding of the world. 
 
Recently bound in ¾ leather with green boards. The spine has gilt compartments and 
gilt lettering on a red field. The text is completely uncut. A very nice copy of this 
interesting and important Enlightenment work.  
 
 

http://du.laurens.free.fr/bibliographie/Can_inventaire.htm


16               Kant’s Most Accessible Writing on His Major Ideas 
 

KANT, Immanuel. Prolegomena zu einer jeden funftigen Metaphysik (Prolegomena
towards a Future Metaphysics), Johann Friedrich Hartknoch, Riga, 1783. TP + [3]-222, small
Octavo. First Edition, Third Printing, (Warda 77).  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Contemporary speckled brown pasteboards titled with gilt lettering on a yellow field. 

 

$ 2,200
 

This, Kant's defense of his Critik der reinen Vernunft, is considered by many to be his most
beautiful and comprehensive book. It continues to be read and admired as one of his most
concise and approachable works. The book was written primarily to remove some of the
misunderstandings and bewilderment that had greeted the release of the first edition of the
Critik in 1781. Kant felt that he had been severely misunderstood and hence, unfairly
criticized. The principal contents of the Prolegomena were subsequently incorporated by
Kant into the second edition of the Critik der reinen Vernunft in 1787.  
 
The first printing of this book (Warda 75) has a floriated bar headpiece on page three rather
than the two cherubs headpiece found in the second and third issues (Warda 76 & 77). In
addition, the first issue has a floriated bar on page 222 (rather than the bar with climbing
leaves - Warda 76 - or a small ornamental piece with climbing flora - Warda 77) Finally, in
the first issue, page 78, line eight has the misprinted "subjektiv" rather than the 
correct"'objektiv" - which appear in the two later issues. 

 
Contemporary ¾ leather with speckled brown boards. Spine with five raised bands and
gilt lettered on label and a gilt floral design in the compartment below the title.. Spine
edges very lightly worn and corners slightly bumped.. Overall, a bright, clean and tight
copy in a nice contemporary binding of one of Kant's most popular works. 

 
17                       First Edition of Fichte’s First Book  

(Popularly Attributed to Kant as His Fourth Critik)                  

FICHTE, Johann Gottlieb. Versuch einer Critik aller Offenbarung (Attempt at a 
Critique of All Revelation) Hartungschen Buchhandlung, Königsberg, 1792. TP + [1]-
182, small Octavo. First Edition, First Issue. (Lauth/Jacob 2a; Baumgartner/Jacobs 
A1.2αx) 

$ 2,500 
 

With title-vignette by Johann Wilhelm Meil. The first printing of the first edition, without 
the author’s name on the title page and without the later introduction.  

 
Fichte was impressed by Kant and strongly influenced by his transcendental philosophy in 
this first work, which was published anonymously. He went to meet the great philosopher 
in person but was initially received very coolly. So he wrote the present work in five short 
weeks applying Kant’s ethical theory of duty to the interpretation of religion and 
submitted it to Kant as a way of gaining the philosopher’s favor. The book met with 
Kant's approval and he found a publisher for the manuscript. By mistake, Fichte's name 
and the preface were omitted in the first printing and the book was popularly attributed to 
Kant. It was thought that this was Kant's fourth Critik, a fact that helped gain Fichte a 
wide and admiring readership. Subsequently, the work was reviewed favorably in the 
"Jenaische Literaturzeitung" – the critic claiming that Kant's style was unmistakable. This 
prompted Kant to publish a statement on July 3, 1792 naming Fichte as the real author, 
who became instantly famous. Among those who admired the book was Goethe who in 
1794 secured Fichte a position teaching philosophy at the University of Jena in Weimar. 

The inside of the rear board is filled with a contemporary handwritten quote from the 
Intelligentblatt of 1792 referring to this book. A remarkably well-preserved, tight and 
clean copy of Fichte’s first book.  



18     The Most Revolutionary Work of a Revolutionary Woman  –  PMM 242 

 mora iv 

 
 

red that her ‘argument was “built on this simple 
principle that, if woman be not prepared by education to become the 

he Rights of Woman is dedicated to (of all people) Talleyrand, 
hom Mary Wollstonecraft still believed to be inspired by the same progressive 

 

 
kled calf which has been beautifully and 

professionally rebacked. The covers with double gilt-rule and a spine with five 

19          First Edition of Kant’s Three Essays  
eology  

ty 
on 

       

ssays on the dispute between the faculties of Philosophy, Medic
and heology, tries to reconcile these last three with philosophy, while simult

 
ary card covers with a label affixed to the spine identifying the author 

and title. Spine much darkened by the sun and expertly repaired in a few places 

WOLLSTONECRAFT, Mary. A Vindication of the Rights of Woman: with 
strictures on political and l subjects. J. Johnson, London, 1792. TP + [iii]-x
= Dedication to Talleyrand + xv = Advertisement + [xvii]-xix = Contents + [1]-
452, Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 17,500
Mary Wollstonecraft decla

companion of man, she will stop the progress of knowledge, for truth must be 
common to all”’  
 
“A Vindication of t
w
views as her own. .... She did not attack the institution of marriage or the practice of 
religion. Instead she argued for equality of education for both sexes (here she 
disagreed with Rousseau, with whom in other respects she had so much common 
ground). [The book’s] chief object was to show that women were not the playthings 
of men but ought to be their equal partners, which they could be only if they were 
educated in the same way” [Printing and the Mind of Man 242] 

Printing and the Mind of Man 242 

Bound in contemporary sprin

raised bands and gilt decorations in six compartments with gilt and red 
morocco label. The inside front pastedown has the small and simple book label 
of Mrs. Sabine Browne. The first page of contents has a very light splash mark. 
There is also a short marginal tear to head of one leaf (p. 3) and another leaf (p. 
100) with the final four lines printed very lightly but still fully readable. 
Overall, a very pretty copy of this immensely important book.  
 
 

      Reconciling Philosophy with Law, Medicine & Th
 

KANT, Immanuel. Der Streit der Facultaten in Drey Abschnitten (The Facul
e in Three Essay  + DedicatiDisput s), Friedrich Ni ovius, Konigsberg, 1798. TP

Page + [V]-XXX + half-title + [3]-205 + I blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition,  
(Warda 193). 

$ 1,000 
 

Kant’s three e

col

ine, Law 
aneously T

examining the relationship of each to governmental policies and human affairs. Kant 
examines the conflict between theology and religious faith and how philosophy and 
reason deal with both. And he asks the questions: “Is the human race improving? 
And, if not, what then?” The last essay was previously published in Von der Macht der 
Gemuths.  

Contempor

where it was previously cracking. Some soiling to front and back boards and a 
lightly darkened stain across the top of the rear board  With two handwritten entries 
and two smudged ink stains on the title page. With neat, contemporary handwritten 
ink marginalia on just a few pages. A well-travelled but charming and uncut copy of 
this fascinating work by Kant. 



20              His Famous Defense Against the Charge of Atheism 

ationsrescript ihm beigemessenen atheistischen 

ork that required three printings in the first year. This is the 
ost easily identified by the full spelling of Fichte's title ("orden

eismusstreit 
theism Controversy) that embroiled the German intelligentsia in the closing 

ine. There is a small waterstain to the upper outer corner of 
l large pages (some are much smaller) from pages 49 to 102 - not affecting the text. A lovely uncut copy in original wraps. 

 
1    Schlegel’s Passionate Defense of History over Philosophy 

ecent Hi ory. Lectures held in 1810). Karl Schaumburg und Comp., Wien, 

 

 prominent representative of German Romanticis
postulated, especially in his later years, the primacy of history over philosophy  Aft

d prose) 
e "oldest state in Europe and Germany": the Germanic Goths, the Migration Period, the 

 
 lettering on the spine. The joints 

are worn (down to a bluish paper below the marbling) and the corners are similarly 

 

 

FICHTE, Johann Gottlieb. Appellation an das Publicum über die durch ein 
ächs ConfiscKurf. S

Aeusserungen. Eine Schrift, die man erst zu lesen bittet, ehe man sie confiscirt. 
(Appeal to the Public Concerning the Accusation of the Expression of Atheistic 
Opinions). Jena und Leipzig: Christian Ernst Gabler, 1799.  TP + [1]-116 (mis-
paginated, the last four pages after page 110 are 113, 114, 115, 116), small 
Octavo.  First Edition, Third Printing, (Lauth/Jacob 40b; Baumgartner/Jacobs 
A1.40bx). 

 $ 500 
 

A popular w third -- 
tlichen m

Professors") on the title page rather than the abbreviation used in the first printing, 
("ordentl. Prof."). (The second printing was by a different printer.)  
 
Fichte's major statement in his own defense in the famous Ath
(A
years of the 18th century. The controversy was so significant that it takes up three 
full pages in the Encyclopedia of Philosophy  (EP. Vol. I, pp. 189-192) – as is 
worthy of an argument that actively involved Fichte, Goethe and even Immanuel 
Kant. Fichte had published an article in the Philosophiches Journal, of which he 
was co-editor, which led to the publication of an anonymous pamphlet accusing 
him of atheism. The controversy quickly degenerated into a noisy national 
scandal involving religion, politics and academic freedom. In the end, Fichte 
was forced to resign his position at Jena – leading to ten years in the academic 
hinterlands before he was called to the University of Berlin in 1810. 

 
Original pale green printed wraps with a new matching paper sp
al

2
 

SCHLEGEL, Friedrich. Ueber die neuere Geschichte. Vorlesungen gehalten im Jahre 
1810  (On R st
1811. TP + Dedication page + [i]-[ii] = Vorrede + half title + [3]-564 + [565]-[566] = Inhalt. 
small Octavo. First Edition.  

$ 500 
Friedrich Schlegel, the founder and m, 

er his 
conversion to Catholicism in 1808, this attitude escalated into a kind of religiously 
inspired "metaphysics of history" that has been characterized as reactionary.  
 
 In these twenty-one lectures held in winter 1810, Schlegel treated (in his very vivi
th
German Emperor, the Crusaders, the time of the Emperor Maximilian, the Reformation, 
Karl the V and his successors, the Thirty Years War and the reign of Louis XIV, as well as 
details of the 18th century. The work ends with an apologia for the German nobility, 
providing a restorative version of contemporary history.  

Contemporary brown marbled paste boards with gilt

worn. With occasional contemporary pencil underlines and marginalia to the final 120 
pages. Otherwise, this is a charming and presentable copy of this work.  



22              Stewart's Comprehensive  
 “Philosophical Essays”

William 
+ half-page 

                                 
 

STEWART, Dugald. Philosophical Essays. Edinburgh: 
Creech, 1810. TP + [v]-xii + [I]-lxxvi + half-title + [3]-590 
errata slip, Quarto.  First Edition.  

  $ 800 
 

Dugald Stewart was a Scottish philosopher who studied at the 
University of Edinburgh and later became a professor of mathematics 
and then of moral philosophy at the University. Stewart was 
principally responsible for making the "Scottish philosophy" 
predominant in early 19th-century Europe. He upheld Reid's 
psychological method and expounded the "common-sense" doctrine, 
which was attacked by the two Mills. But part of his originality lay in 
his readiness to depart from the pure Scottish tradition and incorporate 
elements of moderate empiricism and other elements from the French 
ideologists. It is important to notice the energy of his declaration 
against the argument of ontology, and also against French 
sensationalism. Kant, he confessed, he could not understand at all. 
His reputation rests as much on his inspiring eloquence, populism, and 
the beauty of his style as on any original work 
 
The book is divided into two parts - the first of which deals with 
Locke, Berkeley, Hartley, Priestly and Darwin and the second, which 

eats of the concepts of the beautiful, the sublime and taste.  

 to text. 

tr
 
Contemporary boards rebacked with original spine expertly laid 
down. Some wear to edges. With occasional browning
Overall, a good copy.   

 

23   ne of the First Treatises on Physical Chemistry 

on and Co., London, 1812. 1 
 = Errata + [1]-511, Octavo.      

 incorporating the results of the important discoveries made by the
nclude a description of fluor spar, the origin of fluoric compounds, the na

 

he lectured to enthusiastic audiences (ladies swooned over the young 
chemist and some even wrote him poetry), hobnobbed with London's elite, and pursued his 

               O
 

DAVY, Sir Humphrey, Elements of Chemical Philosophy Part 1, Volume 1 (all published), Johns
blank leaf + TP + [iii] = Dedication page + [v]-ix = Advertisement  [xi]-xiv = Contents + [xv]
First Edition.  

$ 3,500 
 

“One of the earliest connected treatises on physical chemistry, as known at the date of 
publication and  author. 

ming of These i
hydroflouric acid, and the modification of Lavoisier’s classification of the elements.” 
[Duveen, p. 161] 

“In 1801, Davy accepted a post at the newly-established Royal Institution of Great Britain. 
For twelve years, 

chemical researches. In this venue, Davy became one of the most famous chemists in 
Europe… [He] became most famous, however, for his discoveries in 1807 of potassium 
and sodium… and [he[ then built [on these] to discover numerous other elements and to 
prove that chlorine, as he called it, was an element rather than an acid….Besides his work 
in electrochemistry Davy invented the miner's safety lamp (1815) and pursued geology, 
natural history, and agricultural chemistry. Davy was knighted in 1812 and made a baron 
in 1818; he served as President of the Royal Society from 1820-1827.”  

(http://www.ri.ac.uk/History/H.Davy/)  

Contemporary ¾ calf with marbled boards. Gilt lettering, banding a
 

nd crest on spine. 
Several front pages and final plate leaves fox
inside front cover. Twelve engraved plates in rear of book. Lacking the final leaf 
which notes other works by Davy. A very nice copy. 

ed. Bookplate of Dr. Sydney Ross to 



24  
ork in the Development of Western Religious Sensibilities 

36. Volume 1: TP + [iii]-xvi = 
Vorrede/In  [751]-[752] 

y thesis and content were 
attacked, and wrenched out of context... Strauss's principal objectiv

nsistent, 
stematic application of the (then quasi-Hegelian) notion of myth to the 

 
Contemporary brown marbled boards and spines - worn (but in an attractive way). Lovely old hand-written spine labels: 

With the bookplate of "Bucherie von Bojanowiski" to the inside front cover of each volume 
and a former owner's inscription (near contemporary - dated 1858) to the front free endpaper of the first volume. The text is 

 

 
5   Thoreau's First Book – which was a Huge Failure! 

U A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers es 
13 + 

= Advertisement + 1 blank leaf, Octavo. First Edition, (BAL 20104, Borst 

ng: "Will Soon Be Published, Walden, or Life in the Woods. by 
Thoreau". Thoreau himself paid to have this edition of 1,000 copies p

or who kept them in his attic bedroom for the next nine years. 

                 Strauss’ Radical Life of Jesus – PMM 182 
A Critical W

 

STRAUSS, David. Das Leben Jesu (The Life of Jesus), Oslander, Tubingen, 1835/18
halt + [1]-[732] + [733]-[734] = Advertisements; Volume 2:  TP + [iii]-[xii] = Vorrede/Inhalt + [1]-750 +

hler, Octavo. First Edition.  = Druckfa
$ 1,500 

 

"The publication of 'The Life of Jesus Critically Considered' aroused a 
storm of controversy; its revolutionar violently 

e was to 
explode not only the traditional orthodox view of the Gospel accounts of the 
life of Jesus, but also earlier rationalistic views..." [PMM 182]. 
 
Strauss's first and greatest work, a crucial text in the history of biblical 
studies and of religious scholarship generally. The first co
sy
New Testament and early Christianity, offering an epoch-making 
interpretation of the Christ of the Gospels as the unintentional product of  a 
"mythos" of Messianic expectation already present in ancient Hebrew 
culture. The book was a scandal which adversely affected Strauss's entire 
career, offending rationalist and orthodox biblical literalists alike. Strauss 
came to be known as the "alienated theologian", and he died having written 
a last work - The Old and the New Faith - which  eschewed religion 
altogether in favor of scientific materialism - for which he was savagely 
attacked by no less than the philosopher, Nietzsche. For all of that, his work 
laid the foundation for the cultural and synoptic approaches to the New 
Testament which have dominated modern Biblical research. This is a 
critical document in the evolution of the Western religious sensibility.  
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"Strauss / Leben Jesu / 1" & 2. 

browned as usual with this book but, overall, these are tight, clean and very charming copies of these important books. 
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THOREA , Henry David. , Jam
Munroe and Company, Boston and Cambridge:, 1849.  1 blank leaf + TP + [3]-4
[415] 
A1.1.a) 

   $ 9,500 
 

First edition, first printing of the author's first book - the ad on the final printed page 
announci Henry D. 

rinted and 
published in either late May or early June of 1849. One of only 550 surviving copies in 
this first issue state.  
 

Thoreau's famous first book was a failure when it was released. Over four years later, 
in October of 1853, the publisher shipped all 706 remainder copies (256 bound & 450 

 sheets) to the authin
From this stock, he would occasionally sell copies or distribute them to friends. In one 
of his more renowned journal entries he wrote: "I have now a library of nearly nine 
hundred volumes, over seven hundred of which I wrote myself. Is it not well that 
the author should behold the fruits of his labor?" 



 

By April of 1862, Thoreau had disposed of 111 of these copies leaving just 595. These he sold to Ticknor and Fields for 40 cents 
each. The 

Original brown cloth (BAL binding variant A, Trade binding) with five-rule border st

450 unbound copies were subsequently reissued with a new title page, dated 1862.  
 

amped in blind on front and back 
covers. Expertly rebacked with the original spine neatly laid down. Spine lettered in gilt with rules and decorative leaf 

 

6          The Foundation of Hitler's Theories on the Aryan Race? – PMM 335 

he Human 
in Didot Freres, Paris, 1853-1855. Volume 1: 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + [I]-XI + [1]-492 + [493]-

 of the races. According to the entry in Printing and the Mind of Man:  
 

Gobineau has, through the 'Essay on the 

, Lenin, 
ussolini, and Hitler were, at one remove, the 

manticism and imperialistic dreams was lapped up eagerly by the French and 
tellectuals. The German enthusiasm for Gobineau - the German translation of the Essai went through several 

ditions – is the less comprehensible in that Gobineau thought very poorly of the 'German race', which he considered a mixture 

designs stamped in blind. Buff endpapers with front and back blank flyleaves. Small bookplates of George Mason and Henry 
William Poor to inside front covers. The interior text is exceptionally bright. A lovely copy that comes housed in a cloth 
chemise and a quarter brown morocco chemise slipcase. 
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GOBINEAU, Joseph-Arthur, Comte de. Essai sur L'Inélgalité des Races Humaines (Essays on the Inequality of t
Races). Librairede Firm
[494] = Errata + 1 blank leaf; Volume 2: 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + [1]-512 + [513]-[514] = Errata + 1 blank leaf; Volume 3: 
1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + [1]-423 + [424] = Contents + 1 blank leaf; Volume 4: 1 blank leaf + half-title + TP + [1]-359 + 
[360] = Contents + 1 blank leaf, Octavo.  First Edition.  

   $ 8,500 
Gobineau's famous and notorious essays on the inequality

"The French Diplomatist and man of letters, 

Inequality of the Human Races' – his one 
excursion into the realms of anthropology and 
sociology-exerted an influence upon European 
thought and action which is quite 
disproportionate to its scholarly insignificance 
and inconsequential argumentation.  
 
The men of the Action Française
M
disciples and propagandists of Gobineau's 
most outrageous ideas. Gobineau's racial 
theories were based on a complete 
misunderstanding of the positivism of Comte 
and the researches of Prichard into the 
physiological differences of the various 
human races. Fortified by the innate arrogance 
of a scion of an ancien régime family, and by 
his observations as an envoy in the Near and 
Middle East, he championed the theory, 
since entirely disproved, that 'race' is a 
permanent and immutable phenomenon, 
and he proclaimed the unchallengeable 
superiority of the white race over all others. 
Within the white race, Gobineau assigned the 
supreme position to the 'nordic' – or as he 
fatuously called them 'aryan' – peoples who, 
thanks to their praiseworthy qualities of 
hardiness and lust for power, are predestined 
to rule the rest of mankind.  
 
This farrago of biological nonsense, wishful ro
German in
e
of Celts and Slavs with hardly any pure 'nordic' blood. But there was enough substance in Gobineau's book to provide 
nourishment for the growth of the pan-germanism and national self-adulation, and seemingly to justify anti-semitic and anti-
slav excesses. Hence derived the 'superman' and the glorious 'blond beast' of Nietzsche and the germanomania and anti-
semitism of Wagner, which reached their nadir in Die Grundlagen des 19. Jahrhunderts (1899) by Wagner's English-born son-
in-law, Houston Stewart Chamberlain. He in turn inspired Alfred Rosenberg's Mythos des 20. Jahrhunderts (1930) from which 
Hitler and his henchmen imbibed the 'scientific' arguments of their racialist programme. 



 
In France, the sociologist Georges Sorel and the publicist Maurice Barres became the apostles of Gobineau. Sorel’s Reflexions 
sur la Violence (1908) indicates by its very title the aspect of Gobineau’s work that appealed most to a section of his 
ompatriots. The chauvinism, anti-semitism, and fascism of the Action Francaise were largely due to the application of 

 

Th
N

h al view focusing on what Gobineau was actually saying rather than the ways in 

 
Contemporary half-leather with lovely marbled boards. Each spine is ribbed with gilt lettering for the title in one field (on 

in another field (on black). Each volume has been expertly rebacked using the original spine 
labels. This is an absolutely lovely, contemporary set of this important and influential work. 

 

27   pon”  – PMM 345 

On Liberty was originally intended to be a short essay, but as the ideas developed, it 
s wife, Harriet (who 

was instrumental in changing many of his beliefs on moral life and women's rights). 

r its apparent discontinuity with 
tilitarianism, while others criticized it for its vagueness..  

and the book has remained 
ontinuously in print since its initial publication.  

 is one which had escaped both Mill's 
ther and Bentham. Mill realized that the 'greatest good' of the community is 

 
Original dark purple cover with gold lettering on spine which is rubbed top and bottom and on edges. The very top of the 

trusive signature in top right corner of TP ("Edward Romilly"). All in all, this is a very pretty 
copy of book that is difficult to find in nice condition.  

c
Gobineau’s ides to French conditions, while Sorel was the most influential single theoretical teacher of both Mussolini and 
Lenin.”   [Printing and the Mind of Man 335] 

ese volumes were complimented by Nietzsche, beloved by Wagner and the ostensible foundation for the ultimate infamy of the 
azis. Certainly, PMM describes Gobineau and his theories in the most unflattering terms (see above) but the Encyclopedia of 
ilosophy takes a much less critical and hystericP

which he was misunderstood. Whatever his arguments (or their merit) these four volumes have been hugely influential on the 19th 
and 20th centuries with a long genealogy of admirers.   
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red) and for the volume number 

 An Argument for Freedom That Has “Never Been Improved U
 

MILL, John Stuart.  On Liberty, John W. Parker and Son, West Strand, London, 1859. 1 leaf + TP + 1 leaf = Contents + [5]-207 + 
16 pages of original ads bound in + 1 leaf, Octavo. First Edition (MacMinn, p. 92). 

 

$ 8,500 
With the often missing 16 pages of original ads bound in the rear.   

 

was expanded, rewritten and "sedulously" corrected by Mill and hi

Mill states in his Autobiography that On Liberty "was more directly and literally our 
joint production than anything else which bears my name." The final draft was nearly 
complete when his wife died suddenly in 1858. 
 
The book has been hugely influential since it was published although it did not go 
without criticism at the time. Some attacked it fo
u
 
Despite these carpings, the ideas presented in On Liberty have remained the basis of 
much liberal political thought, right up until the present 
c
 
"'On Liberty' remains his most widely read book. It represents the final stage in the 
growth of Utilitarian doctrine, and its central point
fa
inseparable from the liberty of the individual. Hitherto, liberty had always been 
considered relative, in relation to tyranny or oppression: Mill extended tyranny to 
include a custom-ridden majority, and declared that 'the sole end for which mankind 
is justified in interfering with liberty of action is self-protection'.... Many of Mill's 
ideas are now the common-place of democracy. His arguments for freedom of every 
kind of thought or speech have never been improved upon." [PMM 345). 
 
To this day, a copy of On Liberty is passed to the president of the British Liberal 
Democratic Party as a symbol of his office. 
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spine is very slightly torn. Unob



28  

. Second Edition, “With Additions” (First thus) in Original 

 

Mill was also a progressive liberal whose passion, intellec
dedication to change will be instantly recognizable to political ac

arliament, will remind readers in the early 21  century of the many 
ocal, thoughtful bloggers who today impact thinking on politics and 

ition is scarce in itself and 
rger by 18 pages than the first edition, where additional ideas on 

hical and political work by this 
m jor figure. Original brown wrappers, cover detached, spine delicate, & 

 
 

9   First Book Appearance of Civil Disobedience  
   A Fundamental Work for Both 

THOREAU, ti-Slavery and 
Re 1 leaf 

7, 

 

s the first book appearance of his most 
essay “Civil Disobedience” which profoundly influenced the lives

w ink spots to the front 
cover. The text is in near fine condition. Overall, a very nice copy.   
 

 Arguing for Universal Suffrage, the Secret Ballot & Proportional Representation 
 

MILL, John Stuart. Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform. John Parker & 
Sons, London, 1859. TP + [1 leaf] + [5] -58 + [1] – 6 = advertisements, 
Octavo
Wrappers. 

$ 450 
One of the foremost figures of Western thought in the late 19th century, 
John Stuart t, and 

tivists 
today.  
 
This "pamphlet," written in 1859 in anticipation of massive reform in the 
British P st

v
society. Touching on such hot-button issues – of Mill's day and ours – as 
the rights of voters and the necessity of an educated electorate, this 
powerful essay will enthrall those with an interest in contemporary politics 
as well as students of history and philosophy.  
 
Mill advocates universal suffrage, with a government of minorities and the 
abolition of the secret ballot. This second ed
la
proportional representation are examined.   

 
Unusual to find in the original wrappers and complete with the publishers 
adverts at the rear. An important philosop

a
some light foxing to first and last leaves.  Previous owners name on the 
blank free endpaper, dated 1921. A fragile, but still a good copy. 
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    Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King 

 

 Henry David. A Yankee in Canada with An
form Papers, Ticknor and Fields, Boston, 1866. 1 blank leaf + TP + 
Contents + [1]-286 + 2 blank leaves, Octavo. First Edition, (BAL 2011= 

Binding A; Borst A7.1.a). 
$ 1,400 

One of the most significant volumes to be published in the wake of Thoreau’s 
death in 1862, this contain famous 

 of both 
Gandhi and Martin Luther King. (The essay had previously appeared 
under the title “Resistance to Civil Government” in Elizabeth Peabody’s 
periodical Aesthetic Papers.) Also included are the important essay “Life 
Without Principles” along with all of Thoreau’s major political writings and 
one work “Prayers” which was actually written by Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
The first five chapters present Thoreau’s humorous record of a tour of 
Montreal and Quebec made in the Autumn of 1850.  
 

Expertly rebacked with the original spine neatly laid down. Covers and 
spine a bit faded with some unevenness and a fe



30   well’s Demon” 
One of the First Treatises on Thermodynamics 

+ TP + [v]-vi = 
Preface + [vii]-xii = Conten

$ 3,250 

 It demonstrates this 
point by describing how to violate the Second Law. In the experiment, an imaginary 

 

urse, such a being, whose attributes are as essentially finite as 
our own, would be able to do what is impossible to us. For we have seen that 

d contain one far-reaching innovation, 
ntropy, and temperature, and their partial 

erivatives. In conceptual spirit they resemble Maxwell’s field equations in electricity, by which they were obviously 

 

d with the original spine expertly laid down. Minor abrasions and wear to the 
copy of this rare and important work by Maxwell.  

 

31    A R d 
The First Use of the Word “Evolution” in Any of His Writings 

876. Half 
title + TP + [v]- 8 + [689]-[692] = 
Publisher’s ads 

 

copy presents an extremely rare example of Darwin signing a 

refully sidestepped the issue of human evolution in “Origin,” 
elve years before tackling the issue in this book which was first 

       His Important “Theory of Heat” – Featuring “Max

 

MAXWELL, James Clerk. Theory of Heat. Longmans, Green, London, 1871. [1]-2 = Text-Books of Science ads 
ts + 1-312, small Octavo. First Edition.  

Maxwell's demon is a thought experiment created by Maxwell to "show that the 
Second Law of Thermodynamics has only a statistical certainty."

container is divided into two parts by an insulated wall, with a door that can be 
opened and closed by what came to be called "Maxwell's Demon". The hypothetical 
demon opens the door to allow only the "hot" molecules of gas to flow through to a 
favored side of the chamber, causing that side to spontaneously heat up while the 
other side cools down. 

“... if we conceive of a being whose faculties are so sharpened that he can follow 
every molecule in its co

molecules in a vessel full of air at uniform temperature are moving with velocities by 
no means uniform, though the mean velocity of any great number of them, arbitrarily 
selected, is almost exactly uniform. Now let us suppose that such a vessel is divided 
into two portions, A and B, by a division in which there is a small hole, and that a 
being, who can see the individual molecules, opens and closes this hole, so as to allow 
only the swifter molecules to pass from A to B, and only the slower molecules to pass 
from B to A. He will thus, without expenditure of work, raise the temperature of B 
and lower that of A, in contradiction to the second law of thermodynamics....” 
 
"Maxwell’s textbook Theory of Heat … chiefly an exposition of standard results … di
the ‘Maxwell relations’ between the thermodynamical variables, pressure, volume, e
d
suggested; they are an ordered collection of relationships between fundamental quantities from which practically useful 
formulas follow…. Maxwell’s derivation was a deceptively simple geometrical argument based on the pressure-volume 
diagram…. One more important personage in the Theory of Heat was Maxwell’s ‘sorting demon’ (so named by Thomson), 
a member of a class of ‘very small BUT lively beings incapable of doing work but able to open and shut valves which 
move without friction and inertia’ and thereby defeat the second law of thermodynamics. The demon points to the 
statistical character of the law" (D.S.B. 9: 227). 

In original publisher’s brown cloth binding with “Text-Books of Science” and a decorative device embossed on the 
front cover. The book has been rebacke
covers. The text is lightly tanned. Overall, a pretty 

are Inscribed Copy of “The Descent of Man” – in Darwin’s Own Han

 

DARWIN, Charles. The Descent of Man and Selection in Relation to Sex. D. Appleton and Company, New York, 1
vi = Preface to the Second Edition + [vii]-ix = Table of Corrections + [xi]xvi = Contents + 1-68
+ 1 blank leaf. Octavo. Second Edition, Early American Issue. 

$ 38,000 
 

Inscribed by Darwin to “Mrs(?) Clarks(?) / with the author’s / affectionate regards. 
/ Ch. Darwin”  

Almost all presentation copies of Darwin’s books are signed by the publisher’s 
secretary. This 

ook himself.  b
 
After “On the Origin of Species” (1859), this is Darwin’s most important work. 
Having very ca

arwin waited twD



published in England in 1871. Having made the commitment of presenting his ideas on 
the subject, Darwin applied evolutionary theory to human evolution while providing 
further details on his theory of sexual selection. In addition, the book addresses many 
related issues, including evolutionary psychology, evolutionary ethics, the 
differences between the human races, the differences between the sexes, the 
superiority of men to women, and the relevance of the evolutionary theory to 
society as a whole.  
 
The word “evolution” appears for the first time in any of Darwin’s writings on 

age 2 of this book.  
 

ent through a large number of revised editions, many of which 
Darwin edited himself. Some edits were minor, and some extensive. In late 1873, 

 

 
n the spine and decorated 

with black designs on the covers. Lightly used but a beautifully preserved copy 

 

2                        The Invention of Motion Pictures 

s et principalement en physiologie et 

viation, physiology, and cardiology, including his 1876 

rgeoning field of cinematography. In the last 20 years of 

is remarkable contributions in graphic recording he was nominated 

’s own philosophy than the one he gave in this book, 'La méthode graphique…’ 

he object of the graphic methods is to get around these two obstacles; to grasp fine details which would be 

 
This 78 first edition because it contains 
oncrete details on Marey’s cinematographical methods. For instance, Figure 7 in the supplement illustrates the le fusil 

p

The Descent of Man w

Darwin tackled a new edition of the Descent of Man. Initially, he offered the self-
employed Wallace the work of assisting him, for which Wallace quoted a rate of seven 
shillings an hour. But, when Emma found out, she had the task given to their son
George, so Darwin had to write apologetically to Wallace. Huxley assisted with an 
update on ape-brain inheritance, which Huxley thought "pounds the enemy into a jelly... 
though none but anatomists" would know it. The manuscript was completed in April 
1874. Murray planned a 12-shilling half-price edition to replicate the success of the 
cheap revision of the Origin. The second edition was published on 13 November 1874 
with the price cut to the bone at 9 shillings. It was generally the edition most commonly 
reprinted after Darwin's death and to the present. 

Publisher’s original terracotta cloth with gilt lettering o

nonetheless which comes in a custom clamshell  box.  
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MAREY, E[tienne] J[ules].  La Méthode graphique dans les sciences expérimentale
e... Deuxièmeen médecin  tirage augmenté d'un supplément sur le developpement de la méthode graphique par la 

photographie. G. Masson, Éditeur. Libraire de L’Académie de Médecine, Paris, 1885. Half-title + TP + [i]-xix = Introduction + 
[1]-673 + half-title + TP + [v]-vi = Avertissment + [vii] = Table de Supplément + [1]-52, With 348 fine woodcuts in the main 
volume and 35 more in the supplement. Octavo. Second Edition. 

$ 4,500 
  

A French physiologist, Marey made notable contributions to 
a
recording of the first electrocardiogram and his invention of 
the sphygmograph for measuring the pulse.  
 
But perhaps his most important contribution was in the 
bu
his life (1884-1904), he made extensive use of 
cinematography in the study of animal movement and he 
promoted the standardization of recording techniques to 
avoid confusion amongst researchers. An institute was 
established in Paris during the 1890s to address these issues 
and it was later named the Institut Marey. In recognition of h
President of the Academie des Sciences in 1898. 
 
There is hardly a better characterization of Marey

nd edition, 1885): (2
 

Science meets with two obstacles, the deficiencies of our senses to discover facts and the insufficiency of our language to 
describe them. T
otherwise unobserved; and to transcribe them with a clarity superior to that of our words. 

 second edition – with its supplement – is much rarer and far more important than the 18
c



photographique, the chronogun that Marey invented in 1882, which many regard as the first motion picture camera, and 
image 17 illustrates his mobile camera on railroad tracks. Both images first appeared in the French journal,  La Nature.  
 
Marey's path-breaking contributions to the development of motion pictures grew directly out of his interest in animal locomotion 
– indeed, Muybridge's world famous pictures of horses in motion taken in the 1870s were to prove Marey's thesis that a galloping 

, a research station in the Bois de Boulogne. In the 

use his 
hronophotographe. With this camera Marey photographed his 

ding of motion. The 
dak camera in 1888 

ntinuing experiments Marey decided against sprocketed 
e wanted to use films of varying width in the same camera. 

 sprocketed along both edges running vertically through the 
 industry. 

 
ild foxing to the main half-

is is a spectacular, almost 

 

3             Nietzsche’s First Book – in ORIGINAL WRAPPERS 

g, 1872. TP + [III]-IV + [1]-
ition in the original salmon wrappers, (S aberg 20). 

e Wagner period, 1868-1878, was Die Ge
Tragodie aus dem Geist der Musik, 1872. In this he adopted a tragico-pessimistic conceptions of Greek civilizat

 

horse would at times have all four hooves in the air. When Marey saw Muybridge's photographs of moving horses in 1878, he 
realized that sequence photography could solve his ongoing problem of visually recording the motion of birds. Muybridge visited 
Marey in 1881 and photographed birds for him, but Marey did not find the results satisfactory.  
 
In 1882 the French government constructed for Marey the Station 

ologiquePhysi
same year Marey invented his photographic gun, which took twelve 
pictures in one second around the edge of a circular photographic 
plate, using it to take sequential pictures of birds and bats in flight 
(a number of the images are reproduced in the supplement).  
 
Marey went on to construct a cabin that moved on rails to ho
C
subjects, dressed in white, as they moved in front of a black 
background. This gave him a sequence of often overlapping images 
on the photographic plate, recording all phases of his subjects' 
movement (also illustrated in the supplement). 
 
Marey kept experimenting to perfect the recor

rance of Eastman's paper film and Koappea
provided the answer to Marey's technical problems, as it provided a 
means for producing sequential images on a strip of film. On 
October 15, 1888, Marey showed the Académie des Sciences in 
Paris the results from his moving mirror camera, showing them two 
weeks later films taken with his new Chronophotographe film 
camera.  
 
In his co

m, as hfil
He also tried unsuccessfully to develop a projector for speeding up 
or slowing down the movement. In 1889 Edison visited Marey 
and saw the Chronophotographe and its results. Instantly 
recognizing that Marey had the right idea, Edison told his assistant, 
W. K. L. Dickson, who was doing research on motion pictures, to 
abandon his idea of pictures on a cylinder and turn his attention 
instead to pictures on film. This resulted in the invention in May 
1891 of a prototype Kinetoscope with a single row of sprockets that, 
like Marey's Chronophotographe, was moved horizontally through 
the camera. The final version, first unveiled in 1893, used 35mm film
camera and viewer, which became the standard for the motion pictures

Original printed green wrappers with black lettering on the front, the spine, and the rear panels. M
title and title page. There are short tears to the right margins of two prefatory leaves. Otherwise, th
entirely unopened copy.  
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NIETZSCHE, Friedrich. Die Geburt der Tragodie. (The Birth of Tragedy). E. W. Fritzsch, Leipzi
143, Octavo. First Ed ch

$ 10,000 
 

Printing and the Mind of Man notes, "(Nietzsche's) principle work during th burt der 
ion, like 

Burckhardt but contrary to Grote. This started his career as a critic of modern civilization based on disgust with imperial 
Germany, Christianity, bourgeois ethics and so on." [Printing and the Mind of Man 224] 



In this, his first book, Nietzsche theorized that Greek tragedy was 
built upon a wedding of two principles that he associated with 
the deities Apollo and Dionysus. The Apollonian principle is the 

ook - from the 
erspective, naturally, of his later unequalled masterpieces of 

of 
ragedy – a   soaring paen to and dissection of the artistic spirit, 

book in its original wraps covers 
which comes housed in custom clamshell box. 

 
4    Freud's Translation of His Teacher 

Charcot’s Work on Hysteria 

[FREUD, S  M.. Neue 
V ms 

 

anslate t
volume of Charcot's Lecons sur les maladies du systeme 

 

ly 
chipped in several places with a former owner’s signature to 

principle of order, static beauty and clear boundaries. The 
Dionysian principle, in contrast, is the principle of frenzy, 
excess and the demolition of boundaries. It is in the subtle 
interaction of these disparate principles that the greatness of Greek 
tragedy resides, and by extension, in which the creative spirit still 
finds its proper soil. The book ended with a long section devoted to 
Richard Wagner and the importance of his music. 
 
When first released, it met with only limited success. Despite 
Nietzsche's eventual near contempt for the b
p
German prose - it must be considered, along with Aristotle and 
Hegel, among the greatest contributions to the understanding of 
Greek tragedy and, in fact, to the Greek way of life in general.   
 
It is scarcely to be imagined that an obscure philologist of the 
eighteen seventies could dare to publish a book like The Birth 
T
chiefly as it manifested itself among the Greeks, but implicitly and 
explicitly with reference to the modern spirit as well, largely as 
embodied by Richard Wagner – a work without footnotes, 
references or Greek quotations! 
 

Original salmon wrappers, spine with titling restored. A very 
pretty copy of this scarce 

3
– With Freud’s Forward and Footnotes 

 

igmund – translator], CHARCOT, J.
orlesungen über die Krankheiten des Nervesyste

ndere über Hysterie (Lectures on the Diseases of theinsbeso  
Nervous System, particularly relating to Hysteria). Toeplitz & 
Deuticke, Leipzig und Wien, 1886. TP + [III]-IV = Vorwort + [V]-
XI = Inhalt + [1]-357. Tall Octavo. First Edition. 

$ 2,750 
Freud studied with Charcot at the Salpetriere from October 1885 to 
March 1886. While still in Paris, he offered to tr his third 

nerveux, 
which had not yet been published. Freud performed this task so 
quickly that his German translation, to which he added a 
preface and footnotes, was published several months before the 
first French edition, which appeared the next year in 1887. 

Publisher’s original grey wrappers with black printing to the 
front and rear covers – both inside and out. Wraps light

the top of the front wrap dated “Wien 1886.” The text block is 
split into five aligned pieces along the spine. Occasionally 
uncut. Despite the splitting along the spine, this is still a 
remarkably well-preserved copy of this important early effort 
by Freud.   



35         First Edition Twilight of the Idols – in ORIGINAL WRAPPERS 
“That which does not kill me, makes me stronger” 

 

ZSCHE, Friedrich. G 9. TP + 3 leaves + [1] – 144, 

$ 8,750 
Gotzen-Dammerung includes some of Nietzsche’s most direct and 

ietzsche wrote The Twilight of the Idols (originally entitled  

 
s that between 1890 and 1892 Naumann 

distributed a second issue of the unsold sheets of the first edition, 

 wrappers with black printing to rear 
wrapper, and red & black printing to the front. The spine has 

 

6                     Only ONE HUNDRED COPIES Printed 
agner 

 Hitler 
 

ZSCH 42], Octavo.       
, (Schaberg 57).  

r, Elisabeth, to Friedrich-Werner Graf von der Schulenburg (1875-1944), a prominent 
aywright, journalist, novelist, and Nazi-resister who wrote extensively on Burckhardt, Dante, Nietzsche, and

NIET ötzen-Dämmerung (Twilight of the Idols). C.G. Naumann, Leipzig, 188
Octavo. First Edition, First Issue, (Schaberg 56a). 

scathing attacks on many decadent “idols” within the history of 
philosophy. In classic Nietzschean style, he probes the psychological 
landscapes of these “declining” types whose thinking originates in a 
place of weakness rather than strength. Many identify Gotzen-
Dammerung as both a summary of and introduction to 
Nietzsche’s overall philosophy. 
 
N
"Mussiggang eines Psychologen" or "A Psychologist at Leisure") 
between the end of June and September, 1888, and sent the 
manuscript to Naumann in early September, with his final additions 
to the text being sent October 4th. Naumann finished printing the 
1,000 copies by November 13th, shortly after which advance copies 
were sent out to Nietzsche and others. The book appeared in book 
stores on January 24th, for sale in wrappers for 2.25 marks and bound 
for 3.50 marks. Two weeks earlier the now-demented Nietzsche had 
been transported to a clinic in Basel, never to regain his sanity. (See 
Schaberg, The Nietzsche Canon, pp. 166-169 for complete details.) 

NOTE: Schaberg claim

distinguishable from the first issue only by the presence on the rear 
wrapper of advertisements for books by several authors other than 
Nietzsche. In the first issue – as seen here – only Nietzsche's books 
are listed on the rear wrapper. 
 

Original printed green-grey

been professionally and sympathetically restored. Light 
chipping to the edges of wrapper. A very pretty copy of this 
important book in the rare original wraps. 

 

3
of Nietzsche’s Inflammatory Attack on Richard W

Signed by His Sister Elisabeth to an Important German Critic of

NIET E, Friedrich. Nietzsche contra Wagner, Naumann, Leipzig, 1889. TP + 1 leaf + Vorwort + 1-[
First Edition

 $ 29,000 
 

Inscribed by Nietzsche’s siste German 
 Goethe. pl

Schulenberg, who was often a guest at the Nietzsche Archive, also contested Hitler in his writings, initially with some hesitation, 
but later with more courage. In 1930, he published an article entitled Nietzsche and National Socialism in which he outlined the 
numerous errors that Hitler had made in his understanding of Nietzsche. As a result of this article, he engaged in an extensive 
correspondence with Nietzsche’s sister, Elisabeth. In 1933, when Hitler seized power, Schulenburg wrote to Elisabeth protesting 
the harmful treatment of the Jews being perpetrated by the Nazis. He continued to publicly resist Hitler’s rise to power and soon 
found himself a target of Nazis surveillance, forcing him to live in hiding in the mountain of Bavaria and then Switzerland along 
with other places outside of the Third Reich.  



Nietzsche contra Wagner was one of Nietzsche’s final productions before he slipped into insanity and it was the last work that he 
was able to proof and correct before publication. The book is an assemblage of Nietzsche's writings on Wagner, selected from the 

 the printing 
 given the fact that the philosopher was now in a Basel psychiatric institution. Nietzsche’s friend and amanuensis, Peter Gast, 

 25 copies to Overbeck 
nd the other 75 to Gast – to be given to Nietzsche’s friends. Most of these copies went undistributed (Nietzsche had nowhere 

y 
Elisabeth Nietzsche as a gift to Friedrich-Werner Graf von der Schulenburg with a full page of notes in her hand on the verso of 

 

books he had already published, but with many of the entries re-edited by Nietzsche for their inclusion here. For Nietzsche, 
Wagner represented the incarnation of the central problem of his time. On the one hand, Wagner was living proof that human 
greatness could still exist in a non-heroic age, while on the other, he exemplified, in his submission to the blandishments of 
power, a painful object lesson in the perils that a great spirit must elude if it is to fulfill his dream of self-realization.   
 
Once the corrected manuscript was in the publisher hands, there was much confusion over what should be done about
–
suggested several changes to the text, but actively urged publication while his other great friend, Overbeck, was shocked by what 
he read in the book and pleaded that any publication of the text would be a grave disservice to Nietzsche.  
 
In the end, Naumann privately printed just 100 copies of the work as Nietzsche had corrected it, giving
a
near 100 friends!) and, in later years, the remainders were gifted by Nietzsche’s sister, Elisabeth (with her inscription) to 
influential people and to generous donors to the Nietzsche Archive. This copy is one outstanding example of such a gift.  
 

This copy in original wraps with the covers browned and spotted. Title page and last leaf also foxed, spine delicate. Signed b

the front wrapper, explaining the origins of the book in detail. Preserved in an elegant contemporary vellum clamshell box. A 
beautiful copy of scarce book (only 100 printed) with a historically important provenance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



37                The First Book on Fingerprints –  PMM 376 

 title + 
of 

 appears between pages 176/77). Octavo. First Edition. 
$ 1,200 

ng criminals 
by their fingerprints had been introduced in the 1860s by Sir William

ngerprints do not change over the course of one's lifetime, and that no two 

 
auve cloth with gilt-stamped spine and glazed green 

endpapers. Corners & spine tips moderately worn, hinges lightly cracked, 
ed, slight finger-smudging to the title-page, a 

ate dated 1898.  
 

38   s Continuous “ 
Introducing the Phrase – “Conspicuous Consumption” 

Advertisements + 1 b

 

us consumption”. It has been 
claimed that Veblen was the “last man to know everything” – an assertion tha  

 
 

 

 here his long and provocative 
ed of as price economy. 

 
 

 

 
. 

Lloyd / Jan. 1900”. Otherwise, unmarked, clean and bright. A really beautiful copy 
of a major American classic. 

 

GALTON, Francis.  Finger Prints. Macmillan and Co., London, 1892. Half
TP + [v]-xvi + [1]-216 (including 16 plates (15 of which are called for in the list 
plates; the 16th

 

This is the very first work of its kind that includes a classification system for 
fingerprints which led to their universal adoption by police forces throughout the 
world as the standard means of identification. The method of identifyi

 James 
Herschel in India, and their potential use in forensic work was first proposed by Dr 
Faulds in 1880, but Galton was the first to place the study on a scientific 
footing, which assisted its acceptance by the courts. 
 
Galton, a cousin of Charles Darwin, set out to use fingerprints as an aid in 
determining heredity and racial background, but soon discovered that they offered 
no firm clues to intelligence or genetic history. He was, however, able to prove that 
fi
fingerprints are identical.  
 
Printing and the Mind of Man 376 

Horizontally ruled m

joints rubbed and somewhat fray
good copy with art nouveau bookpl

         “His Ideas Were Seminal and His Influence I

 
VEBLEN, Thorstein. The Theory of the Leisure Class, The Macmillan Company, 

New York, 1899. Half-title + TP + v-viii + 1-400 + [401]-[402] = Publisher’s 
lank leaf, Octavo.  First Edition. 

$ 6,000 
 

This masterful work of criticism of Gilded Age American Capitalism was the first of
Veblen’s nine books. It made its author famous overnight and added a number of 
phrases to the language – most notably “conspicuo

t even he
would have disputed. He was, however, extremely well-educated (earning his doctorate
from Yale with a thesis on Kant) and spoke 25 languages while having a deep
understanding of history, literature, art, science, technology, pedagogy, agriculture, 
labor relations and industrial development.  
 
“The fruit of much lonely study and contemplation, this first book of Veblen’s
catapulted him to prominence at the age of forty-two. Thoroughly independent and 
utterly ornery in his living and thinking, Veblen began
riticism of the business enterprise system which he conceivc

With acid irony and polysyllabic learning, he attacked…. the money habits of 
people with incomes above the subsistence level. Veblen had no talent for promotion
or organization but his ideas were seminal and his influence is continuous.” [Grolier,
One Hundred Influential American Books Printed Before 1900 – #100] 

Publisher’s original green cloth with gilt lettering on the spine. Top edge gilt. 
Aside from some very small and mild abrasions to the front cover, the binding on
this book is just lovely. Contemporary ink inscription to front free endpaper “A. H



39  
d One of the Most Important Books of the 20  Century 

[372]-[374] = Litteraturverzeichnis + [375] = Inhalt, Octavo.  First Edition.  

 
November 4, 1899 (Freud having previously received two author's co  

ition of 600 copies. The book sold so slowly that a second edition was  
 

 
ing his refined understanding of the 

peration of the unconscious, Freud interpreted dreams on the basis of his wish-
 

 
 

Contemporary quarter-leather with green marbled boards. Spin  
d number in lowest compartment ("C. II."). 

oused in a custom clamshell box. Internally, clean and bright. Overall, a 

 

40   s Most Important Early Work –  
The Book that Brought Jung and Freud Together 

and Mental Disease Pub
Contents + v-xvii = Tran

 

[today called ‘manic/depressive’], and, 
 presented his findings in this book. In the 

nt 

 common, the two formed a close 
eir famous breakup in 1913. 

          "Unquestionably Freud's Greatest Work" –   PMM 389 
th                          an

 
FREUD, Sigmund.  Die Traumdeutung (The Interpretation of Dreams). Franz 

Deuticke, Leipzig und Wien, 1900. TP + 1 leaf = 2pp. (Vorbemerkung) + [1]-371 + 

 

 $ 24,500 
 

Although dated 1900 on the title page, Die Traumdeutung was actually published on
pies) in an
not neededed

until 1909. Nonetheless, this work (along with perhaps On the Origin of Species
and Das Kapital) would prove to be one of the most influential book on the 20th 
Century – the Century of Psychology.   
 
"Die Traumdeutung contains Freud's general theory of the psyche, which he had
developed during the previous decade. Us
o
fulfillment theory and discussed displacement (the appearance in conscious thought
of symbols for repressed desires), regression, Oedipal impulses and the erotic nature 
of dreams...Freud gave an unprecedented precision and force to the idea of the
essential similarities of normal and abnormal behavior, opening up the door to the
irrational that had been closed to western psychology since the time of Locke."  

[Norman]  
Printing and the Mind of Man 389 

 
e with gilt

lettering for author's name, title an
H
beautiful copy of a major work in Western Civilization.   

         First English Edition of Jung’

 

JUNG, Carl G.. The Psychology of Dementia Praecox. Journal of Nervous 
lishing Company, New York, 1909.  TP + iii = 

slator’s Preface + xix-xx = Author’s Preface + 1-153 
+ 1 blank leaf, large Octavo. First English Edition.  

$ 550 
 

Translated two years after its original German edition, with an introduction by 
Frederick Peterson and A. A. Brill.  

"At the Burghölzli, Jung had ample opportunity to apply his association tests 
to subjects with dementia praecox 
after three years of investigation, he
first part, Jung gives a comprehensive survey of the theoretical literature on 
dementia praecox, integrating the contemporary theories about the disease.  
 
He was the first to offer a tentative psychosomatic explanation for 
dementia praecox in which the brain was the target organ. This mea

tia praecox could be understood within a psychoanalytic that demen
framework, offering hope for patients who were borderline cases. It was 
also in this book that Jung drew international attention to Freud's fundamental 
theories" [Heirs of Hippocrates #2301]. 
 
Because of this book, Jung first met with Sigmund Freud in 1907. Finding that 
their theoretical positions had much in

nship for a number of years – until threlatio



 
side and out) and the spine. Some 

light edge wear and light cracking to the spine, but overall this is as gorgeous a copy as one could ever hope to find of this 

 

1              The Major Work by the Father of Structural Linguistics 
ayot & Cie, Lausanne  

+ [7]-336 + [337] = Errata, Octavo. First Edition. 

 
Ferdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) was a Swiss linguist whose 
revolutionary ideas on the structure inherent in language laid the 

onstructed collection 
f his lecture notes along with a few other materials that were 

Emeritus Professor of 
inguistics at Oxford, summarized his contribution to linguistics 

 peripheral to our grasp of 
the world we live in, but as central to it. Words are not mere 

 
Sa f 

nguistic theory in the first half of the 20th century. Two 

 form is arbitrary, and therefore 
ll languages function in a similar fashion. According to 

al conception of their elements: words and their meanings are 
r. For instance, the sound images for and the conception of a 

 
rappers. 

Some light discolorations to covers and spine but otherwise an absolutely gorgeous and well preserved copy in the original 

 

Original publisher’s tan wrappers with dark brown printing to the front and back covers (in

important book – introducing Jung to the English-speaking world (which would provide for much of his practice in 
subsequent years).    

4
 

SAUSSURE, Ferdinand de, Cours de Linguistique Générale (Course in General Linguistics). Librairie P
. Half title + TP & Paris, 1916

$ 3,250 

foundation for much of the work done in the linguistic 
sciences during the past 100 years.   
 
This posthumously published book is a rec
o
compiled by two of his former students.  
 
One of his translators, Roy Harris, the 
L
and the study of language as follows: 
 

"Language is no longer regarded as

vocal labels or communicational adjuncts superimposed upon 
an already given order of things. They are collective products 
of social interaction, essential instruments through which 
human beings constitute and articulate their world. This 
typically twentieth-century view of language has profoundly 
influenced developments throughout the whole range of 
human sciences. It is particularly marked in linguistics, 
philosophy, psychology, sociology and anthropology."  
                        (Language, Saussure and Wittgenstein, p ix.) 

ussure's ideas had a major impact on the development o
li
currents of thought emerged independently of each other, one in 
Europe, the other in America. The results of each incorporated 
the basic notions of Saussure's thought in forming the central 
tenets of structural linguistics. 
 
Saussure posited that linguistic
a
Saussure, a language is arbitrary because it is systematic in that 
the whole is greater than the sum of its parts. Also, all languages 
have their own concepts and sound images (or signifieds and 
signifiers). Therefore, Saussure argues, languages have a relation
defined by comparing and contrasting their meanings to one anothe
book differ from the sound images for and the conception of a table. Languages are also arbitrary because of the nature of their 
linguistic elements: they are defined in terms of their function rather than in terms of their inherent qualities. Finally, he posits, 
language has a social nature in that it provides a larger context for analysis, determination and realization of its structure. 

Original brown wrappers with black lettering to the front and back covers and the spine, preserved in glassine w

wraps.  



42    Einstein's Monumental Announcement on
 

EINSTEIN, Albert. Die Grundlage der allgemeinen Relativitätstheorie (The Foundation of the General T

 General Relativity  –  PMM 408 

heory of 

A “principal work” as noted by Weil’s use of the asterisk when listing this article. Weil distinguishes the first issue (as h

is separately published reprint with new 

s arrival in Berlin, Einstein published his general 

 

bit of bumping to the spine and some very minor spotting to the rear cover. Overall, a 

 

Tractatus in the RARE Original Dust Jacket  

WITTGENSTEIN ndon, 1922. Half title 

WITH the almost never seen, rare dust jacket – that is all but unknown in the trade. To our knowledge, only one other 

Relativity), Johann Ambrosius Barth, Leipzig, 1916. TP + 3-64, Octavo. First Edition, Monograph Issue, (Weil *80a). 
$ 9,500 

 

ere) by 
paper size and by the printers mark (“Druck von Metzger & Wittig in Leipzig”) on the verso of the title page, with the shortened 
form on the rear wrap which lists seven items published by Barth and dated 1909 to 1916, ending with Ziehen’s Die 
Psychologie… (1916) 
 

ccording to Weil, thA
pagination from the Annalen der Physik “is described now as 
‘the original edition’ of this classic paper. There is no 
indication of the edition, but it was certainly bigger than the 
usual number of offprints given to an author.” Regarding the 
number of copies regularly printed of offprints, Weil comments 
in his introduction: “I have often been asked about the number of 
those offprints. It seems to be certain that there were few before 
1914. They were given only to the author, and mostly 
‘Uberreicht vom Verfasser’ (Presented by the Author) is printed 
on the wrapper. Later on, I have no doubt, many more offprints 
were made, and also sold as such, especially by the Berlin 
Academy.” 
 
Soon after hi“

theory of relativity (the main paper being ‘Die Grundlage der 
allgemeinen Relativitätstheorie.’ in Annalen der Physik, August 
1916, 769-822). This marked a major advance beyond the 
classical gravitational theory of Newton. One of the 
predictions of the new theory concerned the deflection of light in 
a gravitational field. In particular, a ray of light coming from a 
star and passing near the sun should be deflected through an 
angle of about 1.75 seconds of arc. This prediction was tested by 
two British eclipse expeditions during the solar eclipse of May 
1919, and the result appeared to be in good accord with 
Einstein’s theory. The report of the British astronomers to the 
Royal Society in London later that year laid the foundations for 
Einstein’s world fame. In November 1922 he was awarded the 
Nobel prize.” [EP, Vol. II, pp. 468-9] 

Printing and the Mind of Man 408 
 

Original printed wraps. With just a 
really beautiful copy of one of the most important works of modern science. 

 

43            Wittgenstein’s 
“The Most Important Book of Twentieth-Century Philosophy”  

 

, Ludwig. Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus, Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., Lo
+ TP + [5] = Note page + 7-189 + 1 blank leaf + 1-10 = Advertisements, Octavo. First Edition, Later Issue. (Frongia/McGuiness 
"Tract." p. 42).  

$ 12,000 
 

copy has 
been offered for sale in the dust jacket in the past 25 years (and another copy in dust jacket  is alleged to be held by a Los Angeles 
collector).  



Between “The world is everything that is the case” and “Whereof one 
cannot speak, thereof one must be silent,” Wittgenstein expounds this 
monumental work which is usually accorded the honor of being "the 
most important book of twentieth-century philosophy".  
 
Printed in English with facing German texts, this is the first edition in 
book form of what first appeared in 1921 in the final number of Annalen 
der Naturphilosophie, the text here revised by the author and a translation 
made by Frank P. Ramsey under the editorship of C. K. Ogden.  
 
Bertrand Russell, Wittgenstein's one-time teacher, supplied the 
uncomprehending "Introduction". (Regarding the "Introduction", 
Wittgenstein wrote Russell on April 9, 1920: "There's so much of it that 
I'm not quite in agreement with - both where you're critical of me and also 
where you're simply trying to elucidate my point of view." [WA, p. 23]) 
Apart from one paper published in 1929 – which he considered weak and 
confused – the Tractatus is the only philosophical work that Wittgenstein 
published in his lifetime.  
 
With the ten page catalog at the end which, based on internal evidence, 
dates from late 1925. The book did not sell well (a second edition did not 
appear until 1933) and all copies were not bound at the time of 
publication. As more copies were called for, at some point in late 1925, a 
ten-page catalog was added to this volume.  

 
Original publisher's cloth in original dust jacket. Dust jacket badly 
chipped, torn, soiled and seemingly "glued" to the boards with spine 
darkened. Pencil ownership inscription (dated "March 1932") on 
front free endpaper. Some offsetting on the endpapers (from the dust 
jacket). Internally a nice, clean copy.  

 
 

44                    Announcing the Invention of Television 
 

DINSDALE, Alfred. Television. Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., London, 1926. TP + 1 leaf = portrait of John L. Baird + 5-62, 
Octavo. First Edition.       

$ 5,000 
 

The first book on television, printed on heavy coated stock with 12 plates including 
the portrait of the inventor, Baird, and a view of the first television picture. Once not 
too difficult to locate, this book has become increasingly rarer as its importance as 
one of the pioneering works of 20th Century science has become more appreciated. 
 
Is there a more influential invention since Gutenberg; one that could rival the 

s a medium, television has arguably been more important that almost all of the 

The front cover with black lettering: “Television / (Seeing by Wire or 

importance and dominance that television has possessed for the past sixty 
years?   
 
A
messages that it has delivered to so many millions of people simultaneously around 
the globe. It is provides the texture and the context for most people’s lives in the 
Industrial World and is exerting an increasingly more profound impact on all of 
those nations that now strive for that status.  
 

Wireless). / ornamental design / By / ALFRED DINSDALE, A.M.I.R.E., / 
MEMBER, R.S.G.B”. Original dust jacket – with a reproduction of the first 
television picture and the title: “TELEVISION / Seeing by Wireless” – is 
remarkably clean, but has been bumped and torn – and subsequently repaired 
with tape to the reverse side. With an undecipherable penciled signature to the 
front fly leaf and the date Jan. 5, 1927. Overall, a very nice copy of this 
increasingly scarce work.  



45      A Wraps Copy of One of Freud’s Most Widely Read and Influential Works 
 

REUF D, Sigmund.  Das Unbehagen in der Kultur (Civilization and Its 

$ 500 
 

One of Freud’s most intensely studied and influential books, Civili

 this seminal book, Freud enumerates his understanding of the 

ng of a human community. As a result, civilization creates laws that 
 

ellow publisher’s printed wrappers.  
An excellent original wraps copy of an important book in both 

    
   The Dawn of Modern Feminism 

 Sex). Paris: Gallimard, 1949.  Volume 1: 1 

     

 

numbered copies (from an ed
2,150) on alfama Marais paper - Volume 1 n

 
 at a 
 the 

Discontents). Internationaler Psychoanalytischer Verlag, Wien, 1930. Half-
title + TP + [5]-136. Octavo. First Edition.  

zation 
and Its Discontents, takes the foundational principles of psychoanalysis 
and applies them to man and his place in society.  
 
In
fundamental tensions that exist between civilization and the individual. The 
primary friction arises from the individual's quest for instinctual freedom 
and civilization's contrary demand for conformity and instinctual repression.  
 
Many of humankind's primitive instincts are clearly harmful to the well-
bei
prohibit killing, rape, and adultery, and it implements severe punishments if
such commandments are broken. This process, argues Freud, is an inherent 
process of civilization that instills perpetual feelings of discontent in its 
citizens. This theory is based on the idea that humans have certain 
characteristic instincts that are immutable. Most notable are the desires for 
sex, and the predisposition to violent aggression towards authoritative 
figures and towards sexual competitors. 
 

An untrimmed copy in the original y

psychology and philosophy.   
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BEAUVOIR, Simone de. Le Deuxième Sexe (The 
Second
blank leaf + half title + TP + Dedication page + half 
title + [11]-395 + [397] = half title + [399] = Index + 
[400] = Printing Information; Volume 2: 1 blank leaf + 
half title + TP + Quote page + Introduction page + 
Half title + [13]-577 + [579] = half title + [581] = 
Index + [583] = Printing Information, Octavo.  
First Edition. 

$ 1,800 
One of 2,000 ition of 

umbered 
1357 and Volume 2 numbered 1090. Bound in the 
original boards with a design by Mario Prassinos. 

Beauvoir's landmark work on feminism appeared
crucial turning point immediately following
Second World War, wherein she offered a profound 
and scathing analysis of patriarchal society and 
what it means to be a woman in Western society. 
One of her most important pieces of writing, The 
Second Sex, was translated into more than a dozen 
languages and played a pivotal role in the transition 
from the ‘old feminism’ of the woman suffrage 
movements and the ‘new feminism’ that has dominated 
gender politics ever since – setting the agenda for 
women's rights throughout the fifties and well beyond.  



Bound in publisher's original binding with the colorful, modern design created by Mario Prassinos. Carefully protected in 

 

e First Edition of Chairman Mao’s Famous Little Red Book 

, Chairman. M he Little Red 

$ 3,800 
Compiled and edited by Tian Xiao Guang, this first edition of the “Quotations of 

he first issue of the book was bound in the printed paper wrappers offered here – 

he book was originally published with an endorsement page written by Mao’s 

 late 1971, Lin Biao was suspected of a plot 

lso removed from this copy – as commonly happened following the excision of the Lin Biao endorsement – is the single-line, 

Original stapled, printed wrappers with a red field and black lettering to the front cover and red lettering to the spine. The 

original clear wrapping. A fine and gorgeous copy of this extremely important and influential feminist work.     

47          The Tru
– But Missing the “Heretical” Endorsement Page by Lin Biao –  

 

MAO ao Zhu Xi Yu Lu [Chinese] (“Quotations of Chairman Mao” commonly called “T
Book”). General Political Department of the Chinese People's Liberation Army, [China, probably Peking], [n.d. but May, 1964]. 
TP + 1 leaf = Portrait of Chairman Mao + 1-2 = Contents + 1-250; 12 mo. First Edition. 

Chairman Mao” is distinguished from all other editions by its size, 5⅜” high, and 
by the fact that it contains only 30 chapters and ends with page 250. (Later editions 
are 4⅞” high, contain 33 chapters and come in a variety of paginations.) It was 
originally published in very limited numbers for distribution among the top echelons 
of the Chinese military.  
 
T
while the red vinyl plastic covers, that later became so ubiquitous, were still being 
printed. This small, succinct and easily portable book of inspirational teachings 
exploded in popularity and over the next four years, a total of 720 million copies 
were printed. It has been estimated that overall between 5 and 6½ billion copies 
of the book were printed during Mao’s attempt to reform Chinese society and 
it is reputed to be the second most printed book in world history – preceded 
only by the Bible.  
 
T
longtime comrade-in-arms, Lin Biao, quoting the revolutionary hero, Lei Feng 
(“Study Chairman Mao’s writings, follow his teachings and act according to his 
instructions”). Lin Biao was primarily responsible for publishing and promoting this 
book and his career – already extremely successful – was greatly enhanced by his 
high profile involvement with The Little Red Book. By 1969, Lin Biao had been 
designated as Mao’s official heir and successor by the Ninth Party Congress. But, in
to assassinate Mao and he died when his plane was shot down over Mongolia. Mao subsequently ordered that Lin Biao’s memory 
be effaced in China and that the endorsement page be removed from the millions and millions of extant copies. Since failure to 
follow this command was interpreted as disloyalty to Mao – an offense that could be fatal during the Cultural Revolution in which 
this book played such a central role – almost all surviving copies, including this one, have this page ripped out.  
 
A
red-type (“Workers of the World Unite!”) half title page – that originally preceded the title page - along with the two-page 
“Introduction.” 
 

title-page is printed in red and green and is followed by the brown portrait of a young Chairman Mao. All of the text is in 
Chinese. The covers are lightly soiled, worn and creased – with a small red stain to the upper right edge of the front cover. 
With occasional soiling stains to the pages – this being an obviously well-read, but equally well-preserved copy of this 
amazingly important book.  

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              

 
                                             "The owl of Athena flies only at dusk"  

 

                            Georg W. F. Hegel 
                            Preface, Philosophy of Right 
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